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ADVERTISEMENT 


The name of Ramkrishna needs no introduction. 
In the following pages an attempt has been made 
to set forth his teachings on Universal Religion 
in a simple and impressive style, so that the general 
reader may be enabled to grasp at once t^e, 
meaning clearly. But how far the attempt has 
been successful, it is for the reader to judge. 

Some of the instructions may appear to be 
but repetitions of those given on former or suc- 
ceeding pages ; but they have been allowed to 
stand where tlrey are, for repetition, in such cases, 
tn-ikes for practice, and the mind, before it can 
comprehend It, mu.st be made to dwell again 
and again upon the Truth. 

Readers who may feel disinclined to agree with 
the teacliings in some paragraphs. — e.g. the last 
paragraph on page 169, would do well to remem- 
Irer that the God-illuminaied Sage rises to 
inconceivable heights, whence inequalities and 
diversities, however great, as in the poor insigni- 
ficant blade of grass and the mighty tree, are not 
at all discernible. 

Acknowledgement has to be madc\ of the 
invaluable support of friends which lias rhade the 
jmbhcaiion of IhC'C ‘studies’ possible ; and, in this 
conned ion, mention must be made of two names 
particularly, Snjnt ilaripada Bfi^tacharjya and 
Srijiit Panchoo Go()al lihattachaijya, the sons of 
the late venerable i^undit Kaiiprasatina Nfyayaratna, 
who have borne all the costs of publication with 
alacrity. 


November, 1920. 


M. N. C. 



INTRODUCTION 


An eager aspirant, seeking God, goeth to divers 
wise men and sages for guidance. 

And to each he putteth the startling question, 
Hast thou seen God, Good Sir ? 

Alas, not one of them, in answer «ayeth unto 
him, I Have ; and some even upbraid him 

For what they consider great impertinence, 
and they say. Can man see God, young man ? 

Ah, who will guide, me to the Lord, thinketh 
the seeker, and his heart is sorely grieved. 

But still the student persisteth in his quest ; 
and the keen hunger of his heart leadeth him unto 
a sage one day, 

And not knowing him inwardly, and outwardly 
finding him but one as himself, a common man. 

The enquirer wondereth and asketh. 

Hast thou seen God, Good Sir ? 

I HAVE J sayeth the sage with a smile. 

And tl.e smile of the sage bewitcheth the 
student with its sweetness and compassion, and 
his voice seemeth to him strangely familiar; 

And his look flasheth forth a strange light of 
remembr^.:^^ and his eyes glisten with the 
yearnin^ove of an Immeasurable Past. 

And the student sitteth at his feet, and, eating 
of the Bread of Life, he is filled ! 

And then of his Peace he striveth to give to the 
world, and all world wondereth. 

And all the world heareth of Vivekananda, the 
disciple of Ramkrishna — 

The Sage that sayeth with authority. All 
Religions are One ! 

May his words bring solace to the weary and 
heavy-laden ! 

May his words bring Peace to a world grown 
weary with strifes and disseasions and wars ! Amen. 



Dedicated to all Seekebs aeter The 
Truth. 

*Tis said, to Bless is to be Blest, 

And that to Give is to Receive; 
The same, the same, to Joy, to Grieve 
And West is East, and East is West ! . 




FOREWORD. 


I look for the hour when tha^ supreme 
Beauty, which ravished the souls of these 
Eastern men, and through their lips 
spoke oracles to all time, shall si>eak in 
the West also. The Hebrew and Greek 
Scriptures contain immoi’tal sentences, 
that have been bread of life to millions. 
But they have no epical integrity; arc 
fragmentary ; a?*® not shown in tlieir 
order to the intellect. 1 look for the new 
Teacher, that shall follow so taVvhose 
shining laws, that he shall see them I’ome 
full circle; shall see their rounding com- 
plete grace; shall see the world to be tJie 
mirror of the soul; shall see tfte identity 
of the law' of gravitation with purity of 
heart ; and shall show that the Ought, that 
Duty, is one thing with Science, w itli 
Beauty, and with Joy Thfe reli- 

gion which is to guide and fulfil the pre- 
sent and coming ages, whatever else it 
be, must be intellectual. The scientific 
mind must have a faith which is science 
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Let US have nothing now which 

is not its own Evidence .... There will 
be a new church founded on moral science, 
at first cold and naked, a babe in the 
manger again, the algebra and mathe- 
matics of ethical law, the church of men 
to come, without shawms, or psaltery or 
sackbut; but it will have heaven and 
earth for its beams and rafters; science 
for illustration and symbol . it will fast 
enough gather beauty, music, picture, 
poetry. Was never stoicism so stern and 
exigent as this shall be. It shall send 
man home to his central solitude, shame 
these social supi»licatiiig manners, and 
makyriun know that much of the time he 
must have himself to his friend. He 
shall expect no co-ojieration, he shall walk 
with no . companion. The nameless 
Thought, (he nameless Power, the super- 
personal Heart, he shall repose alone on 
that. He needs only his own verdict. 
The T.aws are his consolcj’s, tlie good Laws 
themselves arc alive . . , they animate 
him with the leading of great duty, and 
an endless liorizon. — Emerson. 
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1 . 

Religion is One. 

Verily, I say unto you, many a reli- 
gion springeth up, spreadeth and de- 
«ayeth by the will of the Lord. 

Therefore, unto all the devotees of all 
the religions of the Tvorld, Adoration ! 

Religion, however, is one : it hath been 
so from all times, and it shall be so for 
ever ! 


2 . 

The Lord is One, though TJ^ hath 
M\NY Names. \ 

Alas ! Alas ! that man should be quar- 
reling with his brother man, yea, quar- 
reling in the name of Religion ! in the 
dreab Name of the Lord Himself 1 

That the brother Hindoo, the brother 
Musalman, the brother Christian should 
all be quarreling among themselves ; 

Understanding it not that He that is 
railed God in one 6ountry is the Same 
that they c^ll Krisllna in another ; ' 
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Yea, the same that is called Christ, the 
same that is called Allah ; 

For, verily, I say unto you, t^he Lord 
is One; 

Jhit the Lord hatli a thousaiwl Names t 


a. 


E\rnestness and devotion re'move \r,L 
Obstacles from the Path. 

Abandon even thy wife, O disciple, if 
she he to thee an obstacle on, the Path, for, 
vei’ily, she is Ignorance itself. 

But^ thou be-est a true devotee and 
earn^^y seekest after God. all ol>stacles 
shall be taken away, and all shall listen 
unto thee, yea, even Kings and evil- 
doers ; 

And, verily, thy devotion jshall bring 

thy wife even unto the Path of God 1 

« 

4 . 

Each h\th sis own taste op God. 

» 

Lo, how the affectionate mother dres- 
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seth the same fish into soup, curry and 
other varieties of dishes ! 

And she giveth of it imto her children 
to each according to his taste, to each 
according to his capacity for digestion : 

Even so, the Lord manifesteth Himself 
differently to His devotees, and each, ac- 
cordingly, hatli his own taste of God. 

V 

5 . 

zVlwavs remember the Lord. 

Behold, immediately after a bath, the 
Elephant besmeareth fiis body with dust ! 

Even so, immediately after 'S'^ath in 
the holy river, immediately after lie hatli 
clone a good and pious deed, the worldling 
committeth sin. 

But the Elephant remain^th clean if, 
after the bath, his kcei>er puttethr him 
ini^ the stall, at once, 

’And the life-long sinner ent€|;retb the 
mansions of the Lord if, just before leav- 
ing the body, he uttere& but once the 
Holy Name of God, willingly or unwill- 
ingly. 
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Therefore, I say unto you, utter always 
the Name of the Lord, that, doing so, ye 
may not forget Him when ye be about to 
die; 

And pray ye also that the love of your 
heart may be fixed unto Him, and not 
unto wealth, honour and physical well- 
being that are but for a day. 

6 . 

Faith the only thing that Mattereth. 

Verily,' I say unto j^ou, Faith is the 
only tiling that mattereth, and every 
religioi^^adeth unto God. 

And"Hindu, Musalman, or Christian, 
man reacheth the Lord if he have, but 
Faith. 


7 . 

Concerning the Forms of God. 

He that hath seen God knoweth full 
Well that He is<»formless and yet formful, 
and very much more than oe expressed 
in words. 
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Behold, the blind, going to “ see ” the 
T^ephant ! And each toucheth a part of 
his body. 

And he that touchetli his leg, sayeth, 
lo, the Elephant is like unto a pillar ! 

And he that toucheth his ear, sayeth, 
lo, he is like a winnowing fan ! 

Even so, disciple, he that hath 
seen the Lord, knoweth only of that 
Aspect of Him that he hath seen, and he 
thinketh, behold ! such is God, and noth- 
ing else ! 


8 . 

Concerning the Forms ot God. 

* 

Some one sayeth to his friend, T have 
seen a Chameleon : how beautifully red 
it is! 

Another sayeth, I, too, have seen it : it 
is green, not red 1 

And yet another sayeth, it is ^neither 
red nor green : it is blue 1 yea, I have 
seen it with these very ey^s ! 

And the man that knoweth the truth, 
knoweth that ‘the Chameleon is red, and 
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also green and blue, and that it hath many 
colours besides, and that, sometimes, it 
Iiath no colour at all : 

And he that hath seen God in one of 
Ilis Aspects only, knoweth of that Aspect 
alone : 

And he that hath seteh His manifold 
Aspects, knowetli that He hath forms, 
and that many are HU Forms of which 
ho one knoweth. 


9 . 

Concerning the Forms of the Lord, 

Ve^i^ 3 ip»I say unto you, God is as the 
illimitable Ocean on which are seen, form- 
ed and floating, lumps of ice. 

Even so, to the vision of the devotee, 
a ppear forms of the Lord ; 

And 16, anon, riseth the Sun of True 
, Knowledge, and thb ice-forms melt away, 
^and nothing but water remaineth, water 
at^ve, below and around, yea, water 
^eryw'here, as before. 
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10 . 

The Ever-perfect Man. 

Verily there be men that are ever-per- 
feet, and these be like unto the fabled 
bird, * Tlonia,” that ever liveth and^' 
soareth in the highest region*? of the 
heavens. 

And when it layeth its eggs, they fall 
down, and kee}) falling —falling, and 
are ha tolled in the sky. 

And the fledglings also fall down, and, 
falling — falling, they groAv, and just 
before reaching the earth, discover that 
they are falling; 

And they soar ujiward again aifd reach 
their mother. 

And the men tliat are ever-perfect give 
up the world in their child-h«)d, yea, even 
liefore they come into actual contact with* 
worldly things, and betake themselves to 
the higliesi regions of True Knowledge 
and Light Divine. 
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11 . 

The Perfect Man is ever safe. 

Behold, the corn seed produceth naught 
but corn even if it be sown on a dirty 
* spot : 

And the man that is ever-perfect 
attaineth True Knowledge and ^iight 
Divine eyen if he be born of worldly 
parents, even if he live among world- 
lings. 


12 . 

The Man of the World that Thinketh 
* ^ OF the Lorn 

A 

The sage that hath renounced the world, 
certainly he uttereth the Name of God 
unceasingly^ for he hath nothing else to 
do. 

> 

And if he always thinketh of God, 
'that is nothing tt) be astonished at. 

But the man of the world that uttereth 
the Holy Name of the Lord is, verily, a 
wonder ”• a miracle indeed is he I 

For he wieldeth two swords at a lime, 



RAMKBISHNA. 


la 

the sword of True Knowledge, and the 
sword of Action : 

With one hand he holdeth Full Know- 
ledge Divine, while with the other he per- 
fornieth the actions of the w'oiid. 

And, verily, like unto the maiden is he. 
the maiden that minutely attendeth to all 
tlic ^pfcails of her house-hold duties, while* 
her mind is ever fixed unto her lover. 


13 . 

Good and Holy Company. 

Do thou always keep good company, O 
disciple, for, verily, the wise and holy 
man can introduce thee unto God.^ 


The Man of Knowledge. 

I .shall tell it all unto thee, ,the ways 
of the one whose eyes have opened, of 
him that sleepeth no longer and is 
awake. 

Indeed, he hath gone beyond good, and 
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beyond evil, and he standeth in the reaJm 
of the Heal. 

And everything but . God is to him 
unreal. 

He shuimeth not evil with care, nor 
doth he ever fall into disharmony : yea, 
he is full of the 3x)ve of God ; 

; -.^d whatsoever of the actions of the 
world he doeth, he doeth it rightly and 
properly; for, doth he not know that it 
is not he that doeth. hut the Lord ? — 

That he is the instrument, and the 
Loj d playeth upon him ; 

Yea, he is wholly the servant of the 
Lord, and* he doeth as the Lord biddeth 
him doi’ 

He speaks as the Lord biddeth him 
speak, and he performeth as the Lord bid- 
deth him pei»form. 

And, lest ve fail to understand, 1 shall 
tell it unto ye how there once was a lioly 
hermit, and he lived in a convent. 

And lo, one day he goeth his rounds, 
a-begging alms of the people. 

And he cometh to a place where the 
lord of the land sitteth in judgment over 
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R poor man, a tenant, that hath failed to 
pay his rents. 

And the lord ^ the land orde^h hisS 
men to beat the poor iielpless man, and 
they beat him. 

And the holy hermit of the convent 
rebiiketh him and interveneth saying. 
Desist! 4“ 

And the great man, the lord of the land, 
is sore wroth against the hermit, and he 
orderetli the p(x>r man, the tenant, to be 
let go; 

And in his place he ordereth the holy 
man to be beaten with kicks and with 
blows. 

And lo, they kick him and raiis down 
blows upon him till he falleth down pros- 
trate and senseless. 

And they send wni’d to hio brothers in 
the convent, and they come and bear him 
thither, and they administer unto him 
till he cometh to his senses : 

And they pour, little by little, tnilk into 
his mouth in order to revive him 
thoroughly. 

And some one wanting to be sure 
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whether his senses are properly restored^ 
shouteth into his ear, saying, Ho brother 1 
dost know who it is tljiat a<Bninistereth 
milk unto thee ? 

And the wounded man faintly maketh 
reply, yea, brothers, I know ! and J see I 
It was the Lord that beat me ! It is now 
also the Lord that poureth the milk into 
my mouth ! 

And, verily I say unto you, such is the 
way of him that knoweth the Lord. 

15. 

True Love. 

Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, mighty 
indeed is Love ! 

Yea, whosoever hath known of Love 
liath forgoKen the world, and all its 
shifting and changing scenes have been 
wiped off the face of his mind ! 

And he regardeth no more with affec- 
tion his body \vhich he hath once so fondly 
loved : 

For he seeth it is not himself, but a gar- 
ment that perisheth in a day. 
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And verily^lso, whosoever that hath 
not seen th^^ord knoweth naught of 
Love., 


16. 

The Servant of the Lord. 

Know ye the man, to tHe temple of 
whose heart the Lord is coming to pay a 
visit ? 

For I say unto you that there be signs 
to indicate such a man, and a dear servant 
of the Lord’s is he. 

For he doth truly discriminate between 
all things, between the false and the^real, 
and he hatli no desire : 

And he is kind unto all beings; and 
ever ready he is to serve the, saint and 
the holy man : 

And he loveth to keep good company 
always, and uttering His Holy Name, 
ever praiseth the Lord : 

And he speaketh the truth always : and 
he is known as one that hath made the 
temple of his heart clean for the Lord 
to .come there and sit for a while and 

u.R. 2 
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grant unto him increment and advance* 
ment. 

And lest ye fail t6 understand, ,JL say 
unto ye tha<ydire is like unto the servant, 
the favourite of his master : 

And lo, one day, the servant goeth unto 
his master and entreateth him to grace 
his humble dwelling-place with his pre- 
sence, so that he and his children may 
rejoice ; and the master graciously con- 
senteth. 

And the servant joyfully returneth 
home and setteth about cleansing the 
roadway to the entrance, and tidying tlie 
house and sweeping the floor. 

Arid lo, there arrive, presently, carpets 
and cushions of silk and down, and pipes 
and smoking howls of gold and silver, 
and costly furniture, for the master him- 
self hath sent them ahead for the fur- 
nishing and the adornment of the house 
against his coming : 

And now, the servant and his neigh- 
bours are convinced that the master him- 
self will shortly be coming also. 

And, verily, so it is that when the signs 
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and the symptoms of Love Divine show 
themselves in|^ nmn, it may truly be said 
of him that prese^ly he shall see the 
Xiord. " 


17 . 

The Path of Discrimination and The 
Path of Love. 

Q. Say, I pray thee, O Master, 
whether discrimination is to be practised 
before self-control. 

A. That is the path of discrimina- 
tion, My Child, and hard, hard it is to 
tread. But the path of Devotion is 
easier, for Devotion conquereth the Subtle 
eenses readily : * 

And carnal pleasure becometh more 
and more insipid as Love Divide groweth 
in the disciple’s heart. 

Ah, how can pleasures of the body 
attract the husband and the wife, on the 
•day that their only child dieth ? 

And thou mayst learn to love the Lord 
by uttering His Holy Name constantly, 
for this cleaneeth away all sin : 



20 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


Yea, lust, anger and all desire for the^ 
pleasures of the body idisappear at the 
mere utterance of Hi^ Name. 

And if it be not relishable unto thee to- 
utter His Holy Name, 

Then pray to Him, yearning with thy 
whole soul, that He irtay teach thee to 
relish His Name and to bask in the sun- 
shine of His Glory, and, undoubtedly, G 
aspirant, thy prayer shall be granted. 

18 . 

Man Gaineth as he purposeth. 

Verily, I say unto you, a man’s gain is 
ahvays according to the measure of his: 
purpose and inclination. 

In a certain city there lived two 
friends, and, one day they were walking 
the streets for pleasure and amusement. 

And behold, at a certain place are as- 
sembled many people to listen unto the 
discourses of a holy man that readeth out^ 
of the Scriptures and speaketh of God. 

And this attracteth one of the friends,!. 
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und he stayeth there to hear the sacred 
«disoourses. 

But the other friend wandereth on till 
he cometh to a house of ill-fame ; and he 
•entereth therin, saying, Behold, here be 
pleasure indeed ! 

And when he hath stayed there for 
sometime, the tawdry gaiety palleth him, 
and he sayeth unto himself, lo, my friend 
■over there is happy listening unto the 
words of God, while I sit here enjoying 
the smiles and caresses of a harlot : — ah, 
woe is me ! 

And he that hath stayed behind to hear 
the discourses of the holy man is also sore 
perplexed, for the word of God pleaseth 
him not, and he sayeth within hiniself : 

Lo, I sit here listening unto discourses 
that I do not understand, yawning, and 
my friend, yonder, is passing his time in 
joy and merriment ! Would that I had 
^ne there, too ! 

And behold, when they leave their 
mortal bodies, the man that hath sat to 
listen nnto the holy words of God, but 
hath afterwards yearned for the pleasures 
of the senses, goeth into hell ; 
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And he that hath been to the house of 
the harlot and repented, wishing he had! 
stayed with his friend to hear the sacred 
discourses, lo, they take him into heaven f 

Therefore, I say unto you, verily, the- 
Lord looketh into the heart of man and 
giveth unto him according to the- 
measure and quality of his purpose and 
inclination. 


19 . 

Thought, Performance and Gain. 

Verily, I say unto you that he that 
thinketh aright, also performeth aright,, 
anddn the end he gaineth aright also. 

20 . 

Ignorance and Knowledge. 

As long as thou thinkest, O aspirant,. 
This is I, This is mine, so long thou art 
ignorant indeed. 

And so long as thou art ignorant, there- 
is no liberation for thee, 0 my pupil ! 

*“ God is the Do-er, and not I,” when* 
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thou thinkest and feelest thus, as Truth 
itself, — ^then, indeed, thou hast attained 
True Knowledge. 


21 . 

Humility. 

Be lowly and humble if thou wishest 
to rise. 

Behold the lark : it buildeth its humble 
nest on the ground, but how it soareth 
high ! 

Again, behold, how rice groweth only 
on a land that is low, where moisture doth 
accumulate : 

And the land that is high add dry^ 
yieldeth but little ! 


22 . 

Good Company. 

Take pains, O man, to keep "the com- 
pany of the good and the wise always ; 

For cares and anxieties, and sorrow 
and sickness always abide at home. 
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. And lo, chained to its perch, in the 
house of man, the parrot even uttereth 
the Name of the Lord : 

But, flying in its native wilderness, it 
only screecheth and screameth ! 

23 . 

Endeavour Gaineth Knowledge. 

Verily, I say unto you, earnest and 
honest endeavour maketh Knowledge to 
shine in every heart : 

For, hath not every individual soul its 
own connection with the Over-Soul ? 

Lo, the gas-pipe is already laid in every 
house,, and it remaineth but to make a 
proper petition to the authorities that 
be, and then the supply of gas cometh 
from the common reservoir, and all the 
houses are lighted. 


24 . 

The Man of Devotion and Knowt.edge. 

The man that is not asleep, but is 
awake, that is ignorant no more, but 



RAMKRISHNA. 


25 


hath attained knowledge, verily, that man 
is known by his marks and ^mptoms : 

For it is not pleasurable to him to 
listen unto anything but the Word of 
God: 

Nor is it delightful unto him to speak 
anything but the praises of the Lord. 

And lo, there be oceans and rivers and 
lakes, all full of water ; 

But the bird, Chataka, toucheth not 
the water in these, but pipeth and 
waiteth for the pure water from the 
clouds, even though its throat be parched 
with thirst! 


25 . 

Love. ’ 

The flame of Love Divine eateth up 
Lust and Anger and the other enemies 
of man even as the tiger devoureth its 
prey. 

26 . 

Love. 

Divine Love may, verily, be likened 



26 UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 

unto an ointment which, when it is ap- 
plied to the eye, enableth one to behold tho 
glories of God on all sides and every- 
where, even as the ointment prepared 
with the brains of the frog maketh the 
eye see nothing but snakes all round 
and everywhere. 


27 . 

The Worldling. 

The man of the world, the man who 
is confined within his own narrow self, 
alas, he is like the caterpillar shut up 
within the cocoon! 

But the caterpillar can, if it list, pierce 
a hole through and come out; but lo, it 
is sore grieved to destroy the house which 
it hath built ! 

And the end is death. 

But I say unto you that there are men 
also that hunger not for lust and gold, 
and these be &w, very few indeed, like 
the rare eater-pillar that dareth to bore a 
way out of its cocoon. 
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28 . 

Illusion. 

Illusion, alas, hath captivated the mind 
of man and blinded his eyes : and, right> 
ly, he cannot judge, nor seeth he aright. 

But he that hath attained Knowledge 
is ever free, and he lusteth not after the 
pleasures of the senses, 

Even as he that hath the filth-pot of 
the lying-in-room under his feet, 

And the glamour spread by the rub-a- 
dub of the magician’s drum affecteth him 
not, 

And he seeth and judgeth of the per- 
formance aright. * 


29 . 

Perfection. 

Verily there be those that ha-ye attain- 
ed perfection through constant endeavour 
and practice; 

And there be those also that are per- 
fect through the grace of the Lord ; 
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As one man hath need of raising his 
crops by means of painful irrigation, 

While another hath his field irrigated 
by rain from above. 

But such men be few, very few, indeed. 
And there be also those, one here and one 
there, that are ever-perfect. 

And these be like unto the fountain 
which is choked up by the merest acci- 
dent, 

And, somehow or other, the obstacles 
are removed, and lo, the spring gusheth 
forth ! 


80 . 

Half-he.\rtedness . 

Sometimes, though rarely. True Know- 
ledge shineth in the heart of the world- 
ling, 

Like a single ray of sunlight passing 
through a chink : 

And this is when he uttereth the Bless- 
ed Name of the Lord. 

But alas, he uttereth the Name of the 
Lord without yearning, without passion. 
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Like unto the'little child who, after 
his Elders. 

Repeateth the Name of God, as in 
swearing, and knoweth not what he 
saveth. 

And there is no zest in the manner 
of his utterance, no eagerness, no en- 
thusiasm : 

Alas, he is indifferent and half- 
hearted : and he is like unto the man, 

That proceedeth to sink a well on a 
certain spot, — 

And lo, when he hath dug a little deep, 
he cometh upon a hard rock, 

And he giveth it up, and procee(^eth to 
another spot to dig anew ; 

But lo, he striketh solid rock again and 
he giveth it up, and the well remainetb 
thifinished. • 

Therefore, say I unto you, persevere till 
the end, 

And whatever ye do, do it in the Name 
of the Lord and for His sake. 

And go on, digging, digging, rock or 
earth, and at last, verily, ye shall find 
water. 
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31. ' 

Ignorance and Knowledge. 

“ This is I,” and “ That is mine,” this 
is not Knowledge; yea, this is ignorance. 

0 Aspirant, discriminate how thou art 
not the body, nor the bones of it, nor the 
flesh of it, nor any other thing : 

And, verily, thou shalt perceive thou art 
no thing, 

And that no attribute thou hast nor 
any name. 

And “This is gold,” and “ this is 
brass,” Ignorance sayeth so; 

BuUrue Knowledge sayeth, all is gold, 
and that is, all is God ! 

And when one seeth the Lord, he 
oeaseth to discriminate; 

And there are those that have seen the 
Lord and still continue to discriminate; 

And yet others there are that love only 
to praise the Lord, as humble devotees, all 
their lives. 
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32 . 

Finding the Motheh. 

How long doth the baby cry ? So long, 
merely, as it is not given a suck at the 
Mother’s breast. 

And behold its joy, when it is drink- 
ing the mil^ : O joy ! — ^nothing but joy ! 

And then it rollicketh and smileth, 
and drinketh and smileth again! 

So, the woes of the worldling are at an 
-end when he findeth the Mother of all. 

33 . 

Man Revealeth the Lord. ^ 

Verily, I say unto you that every thing 
that existeth is God, and, that is to say, 

The Lord hath manifested* himself as 
■every thing that ye cognize. 

But the glory of the Lord shineth more 
in man than in any thing else ye.see : 

And lo, the immaculate nature of the 
child, laughing and weeping, and danc- 
ing and singing, 

Revealeth, verily, the Deity Himself I 



32 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


34 . 

Creation, Preservation and 
Destruction. 

" Three are the things, verily, which the 
Lord, the Father and the Mother, doeth : 

He createth, He preserve|h, and He 
destroyeth, ever : 

And verily, also, I tell ye, death is : 
and, when the end cometh, 

Naught remaineth save the seed of 
creation which the Mother storeth in Her 
Reticule, 

And taketh it out again to be sown 
when<the time cometh for a new creation. 

35 . 

The World but a Work-shop. 

Be it known unto thee, O aspirant, that 
the Path is but one, and all must travel 
by it. 

And that thou art here but for a day, 
and tliis world is but thy work-shop. 

And thou comest here but to work. 
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For is not thy home at a distance, and 
hast tlin^u not come to the city only to 
^ork ? 

I say to thee, therefore, work ! .work ! 
Fndeavour and practice and perform ! 

Behold, the goldsmith at his work : he 
plieth his bellows and fan and pipe. 

And ceaseth not to blow up the fire till 
the gold be melted. 

And then, his brow sweating, he ceaseth 
his labour for a while and sayeth, Come, 
let us now smoke ’ 

36. 

Determination. i 

Be ardent and put forth thy best efforts, 
O aspirant ; be firm in thy determination, 
or el% thou canst not succeed. * 

Behold, the seed, — and how soft and 
tender the sprout; — 

And yet how it pierceth up through the 
hard earth ! 

Even such is the Power^of His Holy 
Name, for, verily, it rendeth asunder the 
tough veil of ignorance. 

U.R. 3 
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37 , 

Careful Labour hath its Reward. 

Above all, O aspirant, be thou careful : 
for lust after the pleasures of the senses 
distracteth the mind. 

And he that hath relinquished these 
pleasures hath nothing to be afraid of : 

For doth he not keep himself aloof from 
all objects of temptation ? 

And he Iiath been ardent : he hath put 
forth his greatest strength, 

And hath made himself able to fix his 
mind ever on the Lord ; 

the man of true relinquishment he, 
and he is like unto the honey-bee 

That sitteth only on flowers and drink- 
eth honey only. 

But the man of the world, he setteth 
his mind sometimes on the Lord, 

And, sometimes, the beauty of woman, 
the glitter and chink of gold attract 
him : 

And he is like unto the fly, that some- 
times sitteth on a bavSket of sweets. 
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And sometimes on filth and dung-hill. 

Therefore, I say iinto thee, keep thou 
thy mind ever fixed upon the Lord, 

And, at first, labour and work, and 
work and labour; and, when thy task is 
performed and accomplished, 

Thou mayest rest and enjoy thy pen- 
sion, O aspirant 1 


38. 

Vanity. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, vanity is hard 
to kill. . 

But discrimination enableth the stu- 
•dent to discern it, and he essayeth to 
drive it out of his mind. 

Saying, lo, all this is but a*bubble, an 
"airy nothing ! 

And he infhgineth he hath killed it : 
but soon it cometh back in a form that is 
subtler still 1 

■ Behold, the head of the goat hath been 
severed from its trunk : how the feet 
-quiver still with ebbing life t 
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As, when thou wakest after a horrid 
dream, 

And, though the dream be past, how 
thine heart doth palpitate with fear that 
lingereth still ! 

Even such is egotism : for one driveth 
it away, but still it cometh back : 

He thinketh he mindeth not contume- 
ly and affront, yet lo, he sayeth with sul- 
kiness, how rude and derisive the fellow 
is! 


39. 

Everything but the Attribute of the 

Lord. 

Everything that thou seest around thee,. 
0 pupil, is but the Power, the Attribute 
of the Lord. 

Yea, nothing happenetfi, but by His 
Power, which pervadeth all, both visibly 
and invisibly, though, may be, not equallv 
everywhere and at all times. 
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40, 

Frbs-Will, 

Q. O Master of compassion, what is 
that which thy call free-will ? 

We can do good if we will, and we can 
also do evil if we will, say they. 

0 tell me, Master, whether we be really 
free. 

A . Verily, everything is according to 
the WiU of the Lord. 

Sport mayest thou call it, His Pleasure 
and His Hiunour. 

Behold, hath He not created many 
varieties of things, the great and the 
small, the strong and the weak, th^ evil 
and the good? 

And all this is but^the Illusion in which 
He clotheth Himself : aU is His Will, His 
Pleasure. • 

Behold, yonder, the trees of the 
garden: are' they all equal, one to 
another ? 

Wherefore I say unto you, as long as 
one hath not seen the Lord, so long one 
but imagineth himself to be free. 
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But I say this also that though entirely 
an illusion, this must be so for a while : 

For this imaginary freedom impelleth 
man to work for good, for evil, — for re-r 
ward and for punishment : 

Yea, This is the World ! 

And the man that hath seen the Lord,, 
he thinketh and he sayeth, as he seeth; 
also, 

Thy instrument am I, and Thou art 
thCj-Player, * 

“ O Lord : 

“ I am the house and Thou art the 
Dweller therein : 

“ am the chariot, Thou art the 
Charioteer, 

“ And I go according as Thou guidest 
me, 

“ And I speak and I utter according 
as Thou impellest me to ! ” — 

Yea, this is he that hath seen the Lord t 
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Expebiekce. 

Alas» Alas, that man believeth not the 
words of the saint that, having seen the 
Lord, speaketh of Him ! 

And if the saint sayeth, “ Verily, I tell 
ye, I have seen the Lord,” the people re- 
ceive not his words. 

And they say among themselves, why, 
if he hath really seen the Lord, — ^why 
doth he not show Him unto us ? ” 

But I say unto you, how can one learn 
to be able to judge perfectly of the state 
of the pulse of the sick man except he 
follow the physician as his pupil for 
many a day ? — * 

But when he hath followed the physi- 
cian for many a day, he learneth to judge 
aright, verily, and say, this •indicateth 
phlegm, this indicateth wind, this indi- 
cateth bile. 

And I also ask of you, can a man tell 
correctly of the quality and numSer of a 
bundle of yam except he hath properly 
served his apprenticeship with the yarn- 
merchant? 
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42 . 

The Visible and the Invisible. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Invi- 
sible God may be seen, though never so 
long as there remaineth a trace of the 
world in the mind of the neophyte. 

And they that speak of the Invisible 
Lord without having seen Him, verily, 
they taste curry without the salt; 

And when they sing His praises, there 
is no sweetness in their song. 

And who-so contenteth himself with 
the viscous treacle seeketh not the pure 
and crystal candy. 

B^t lo, how glad ye are and happy 
to behold the Lord in His outward and 
visible Form ! 

While they that speak only of the In- 
visible Lord, knowing and seeing nothing, 
verily, they find nothing either inwardly 
or outwardly. 

43 . 

The Simple Devotee. 

Know ye what the pure, concentrated 
and loving devotion of the Devotee is ? 
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Verily, it is devotion pure and simple, 
and concerneth itself not with any 
Knowledge at all. 

For the devotee having Knowledge 
also, striveth to behold the Lord in all the 
Forms of Him which man worshippeUi : 

But the pure devotee, the simple one, is 
eontent to behold Him in the Form in 
which he worshippeth Him, and he 
thinketh, This is the Lord ! None other is 
He! 


44 . 

The Simple Devotee. 

'I 

The daughter-in-law of the' house 
fetcheth water for her father-in-law, 
her husband’s brothers and others of the 
family, as well as for her husband — her 
lord, to wash their feet witn : 

She arrangeth also the wooden seats 
for them and handeth them over the 
towel : 

And though she serveth all the mem- 
bers of the family, she is wife to her hus- 
band only. 
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Even so, the simple devotee adoreth and. 
worshippeth only that Image or Form of 
the Lord to which he is most attached, 
and which happeneth to be after his own 
heart. 


45 . 

Ignorance, Wisdom and Love. 

Verily, a feeling of separateness abid- 
eth in the heart of the simple devotee, 
and he taketh the Object of his devot^n 
to be separate from himself. 

And lest ye fail to understand, I shall 
relate unto you the story of the three 
friends^ who were passing through a 
forest. 

And they beheld a tiger coming to- 
wards them. 

One of them sayeth in terror, Alas, we 
shall be devoured ! 

Another sayeth, Why? The Lord will 
save us : let us call unto Him ! 

And the third sayeth. Why should we 
give trouble unto the Lord ? Come, let u» 
climb upon this tree I 
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Now, the one that apprehendeth death 
knoweth not that the ^rd watcheth 
over all. 

And he that sayeth, Let us call unto 
the Lord, is a wise person, yerily. 

But a true devotee and lover of the 
Lord is he that sayeth, Let us climb upon 
this tree, why should we give trouble unto 
the Lord? 

And, verily, Love thinketh himself 
strong and mighty, and his Beloved, 
weak and feeble : 

And Love taketh care that his Beloved 
shall not be hurt : yea, not even the tiniest 
thorn shall prick the sole of his feet ! 

46 . 

Men are like Cakes. 

All persons are alike in appearance, 
verily; 

But some bear in their hearts* love and 
devotion to the Lord, while others do not; 

Even as cakes all look alike, but soniih 
of them are stuffed with sweetened and 



44 


UNIVEBSAL BBLIGION. 


condensed milk, and others with plain 
dough only. 


47 . 

The Master pointeth out the Way. 

Some there be that think, Alas, we are 
worldlings : how can we ever attain True 
Love and Devotion ? 

But, verily, I tell you, the worldling 
hath naught to fear if he but secure the 
loving-kindness and favour of his Master 
and Guide. 

A tigi*ess leaping in among a flock of 
goats for her prey brought forth a cub 
and perished. 

But the cub lived and ^’ew a tiger, 
browsing as the goats did, and crying 
baa-baa lik^ his companions of the flock. 

And one day a tiger fell upon the goats 
and was sore astonished to find another 
tiger there, crying baa-baa like the goats. 

And he caught hold of him and drag> 

f ed him to the edge of a pool and made 
im behold his face in the mirror of the 
water, and gave him meat to eat. 
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And the cub would have none of the 
meat at first, and still cried baa-baa : 

But, licking the blood, he found it good 
and relished it; and then he deyoured the 
meat also. 

And the tiger said unto him, Behold, 
thou art even as I am. Now, come along 
with me. And they went away together. 

So I say unto thee, have no fear; for 
thy Master will show thee what thou art, 
0 aspirant ! 

For no sooner hast thou trained thyself 
a little by exercise and practice, than thy 
Master cometh and showeth thee, Thou 
art That ! ^ 

And then thou seest for thyself the 
Truth and the untruth : that God is the 
only Truth, all else is untruth ! 

48 . 

Stbiving after the Truth t^EADETH 
UNTO THE Truth. 

There is a garden, and in the garden 
there is a pond, and the pond is stocked 
with fish. 
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And one night a fisherman goeth 8t3al> 
thily into the garden intending to s.':eal 
some of the fish/ 

And the master of the garden cometh 
to know of it, and at once hath the whole 
place surrounded by men carrying lights 
and torches. 

And the fisherman instantly disguiseth 
himself as a hermit by rubbing ashes all 
over his body, and sitteth underneath a 
tree as if in deep contemplation. 

' And they search every nook and conier 
of the garden and find none but a holy 
hermit sitting underneath a tree, wrapt 
in profound meditation. 

And they go away. 

And next morning it is noised that a 
holy man hath come to the garden and is 
there : 

And the people of the neighbourhood 
come to him and prostrate themselves 
before him, offering presents of sweets 
and fruits and flowers and monies. 

, And the fisherman thinketh, Lot a 
wonder ! Here I dissemble myself as a 
holy man, and they show devotion unto 
me f — ^and what a aevotion, verily ! 
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And rarely, surely, I shall find the Lord 
if 1 turn real hermit, myeth he in his 
mind. ^ 


Therefore I say unto you, behold, how 
much of discernment and awakening hath 
come to the fisherman by merely feigning 
practice and dissembling exertion ! 

How much more of knowledge can then 
be expected to accrue from sincere and 
whole-hearted devotion and endeavour ! 

And these, verily, will show ye the 
Truth from the untruth, that God is the 
only Truth and that the World is but 
an Illusion. 

And if ye doubt that to become a real * 
hermit, the fisherman must give up the 
world, and that ye, likewise, must give 
up the world also. 

Then say I this unto you, Behold the 
prisoner in the jail ! He worketh there 
as one bound, and performeth his daily ^ 
task till his sentence expires : • 

And, when his term hath run its course, 
he cometh out of the jail a free man, and 
worketh for a living as he did before he 
became a prisoner : 
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Even so, he that attaineth perfection 
through the graos of his Master, also 
liveth in the world free from bondage. 

49 . 

The Waking and Dream States. 

To him that hath attained Knowledge, 
the waking-state is as true as the dream- 
state. 

A man hath a son born to him in his 
old age, and he loveth the child fondly. 

And one day, while he is working in 
his field, a messenger cometh to him and 
sayeth, Thy little son is grievously ill : 
nay, he is about to die. 

And the father returneth home and 
findeth his child dead, and the wife cry- 
ing piteously. 

But the father weepeth not. 

And the wife sayeth to her neighbors, 
Bohold, the joy of my life hath vanished, 
my dear child is dead; but my husband 
sorroweth not, nor doth he weep. 

And aftbr a while the husband sayeth. 
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I do not weep, certainly, and I will tell 
ye the reason why : 

For I dreamt a dream last night, and, 
behold, I was a King. And seven sons 
were bom unto me. 

And my seven sons were good and 
beautiful, and they grew up to be brave 
and intelligent youths, and they acquired 
immense riches. 

And then my dream passed away, and 
I awoke. 

* And now I am sore perplexed as to 
whether I should weep for those my seven 
sons that passed away with my dream, or 
for this one son that is dead. i 


60 . 

When Destruction of Body mattereth 

NOT. 

Behold, how the chemist prepareth the 
most valuable drug, sublimate of mercury 
and gold : 

He mixeth up the ingredients with 
much labour, and putteth the mixture 

u.R. 4 
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into a bottle which he covereth with layers 
of cloth and clay and placeth in the &e : 

And after three days it is ready, and 
he taketh the bottle out of the fire, and 
removeth the contents and carefully pre- 
serveth the stuff for use : 

And he throweth the bottle away as it 
is of no further use to him. 

Even so, I say unto you, the destruction 
of the body mattereth not if the soul hath 
been ripened and made ready : 

And what mattereth it unto him that 
hath found the Lord, if his body perish 
and be thrown away ? 

51 . 

. Live like the Eel. 

Live thou in the world, disciple, as the 
eel liveth in the mud, and the mud soileth 
not its body : 

So perform thou thy duties in the 
world, and keep thy mind unaffected 
thereby and always fixed unto the Lord. 
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52. 

Good and Evil. 

Q, They say, O Master, that God 
Himself createth good and evil, and vir- 
tue and vice. 

*4^ Yea, my son, th^e are both good 
and evil, and virtue and vice; but un- 
affected thereby remaineth the Lord : 

Even as the wind beareth odour along, 
both bad and good, and the odour affect- 
eth not the wind at all. 

Yea, such is His Creation : the good 
and the bad, the true and the untrue : 

The tree that beareth delicious ^ruit, 
and the tree that beareth sour or bitter 
fruit : 

And evil persons are also necessary 
sometimes, as good ones are.: # 

For if his tenants be refractory, doth 
not the landlord send an arrant man to 
govern and manage them? 
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53 . 

The World and its Temptations. 

Hard, very hard it is, O aspirant, to 
live in the world and yet be unaffected by 
it. 

For, verily, I say unto thee, that the 
world may be likened unto a house, 

And the aspirant is like unto a sick 
man that stayeth in the house, and wish- 
eth to be whole again. 

And lo, in the sick man’s room stand 
jugs of cool water and jars of pickles and 
tarts. 

And the heat of fever consumeth the 
patient and parcheth his throat. 

And lo, the jugs of cool water are there, 
and the jars of pickles and tarts make 
his mouth water ; 

Even so an endless desire for sense-ob- 

i ’ects is the deadly fever that consumeth 
lim; 

And the water and the tarts and the 
pickles are there at hand, the deadly glit- 
ter of wealth, the captivating beauty cf 
woman. 
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And if he toucheth them^ he dieth ! O 
aspirant, therefore, Beware! 

Do thou seek seclusion, and meditate 
upon the Lord, the Nectar that will heal 
thee, the Truth : 

And, finding out the poison, which is 
the untruth, cast if off from thee, 

And cling to the Truth with extreme 
^esirelessness and acute exertion, if 
thou wouldst live and be whole I 

54 . 

Faith. 

Hard and ceaseless must thy exeition 
be, O aspirant, on the Path. 

But Faith maketh the heart strong, 
and maketh easy thy task — yea, faith in 
the word of the Master. 

Behold, how once, in the days of old, 
certain milkmaids came up to the bank 
of a river, wanting to be taken over to 
the other side by the ferry. 

And no boat was there, and the maids 
were sore perplexed. 
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And a sage cometh up to them and 
asketh, why be ye downcast, all of ye, O 
maids ? 

And they reply, O Master, we live on 
the other side of the river, and there is 
no boat to take us across. 

And the sage sayeth unto them, verily 
O maids, 1 may find means to take ye all 
across : but I am very hungry, give me 
something to eat. 

And he taketh all the milk, all the 
butter, all the curds that are with the 
maids : 

And, standing on the bank, he calleth 
out, paying, verily, O River, if I have not 
eaten anything to-day, do thou roll back 
thy waters on both sides for us to pass 
through to the other side. 

And behold, the waters roll back, and 
they all cross over to the other side, won- 
dering, and saying, lo, he hath taken all 
our milk, all our butter and all our curds, 
and still he sayeth, I have not eaten any- 
thing ! 

And I say unto you, verily, this is 
'Faith \ The Lord within eateth, not I \ 
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The Man of Knowledge and the 
Worthy Servant. 

I am one with the Lord ! The Spirit 
am I !— thus thinketh he, thus practi^th 
he that treadeth the Path of Knowledge. 

But, verily, I say unto you, it is neither 
good nor profitable to the man of the 
world to think and to meditate likewise. 

For, if the ordinary servant go up to his 
master, the King; and say unto him, I 
am as thyself, O Master, 

And sit down on the same seat with 
him, the people exclaim, lo, he is mad 1 

But, surely, surely, it is quite ailother 
matter if the King, his master, be 
mightily pleased with his services, 

And say unto the servant, Cqme, worthy 
servant, sit where I sit, for thou art even 
as I am ! 

And then, if he sitteth on the s^e seat 
with his master, no one blameth him, no 
one looketh askance upon him. 

Therefore I say unto you, Be a servant 
unto the Lord : 
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For all this that ye see is to the Lord 
what his wealth is unto the man of 
wealth : 

And, verily, the wave is of the water, 
the water is not of the wave. 

56 . 

Silence and Stillness. 

Verily, I say unto you, he who is one 
with the Lord controlleth his mind, but 
his mind controlleth him never. 

And, verily, the breath is still as soon 
as the mind reposeth in silence. 

And this stillness of the breath cometh 
also through utter devotion and rapture. 

Behold the housewife intent on her 
household works, busy with her broom. 

And a neighbour cometh unto her and 
sayetb. Such a one is dead ! 

And the housewife simply sayeth. Ah, 
a good soul hath passed away, 

And goeth on with her work as cheerily 
as before if the deceased be nobody unto 
her : 
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. But if the deceased be of her own kith 
a.nd kin, she crieth, alas! alas! — and 
eitteth down heavily. 

And she ceaseth all work and thinketh 
intensely, and lo, her breath is still ! 

57 . 

The Great and The Small. 

To one, great power giveth the Lord, 
and to another He giveth but little, 

As the flame of the torch is brighter 
than that of the tiny and insignificant 
lamp. 


58 . 

The Grace of Gob. 

Verily, I say unto thee, all the fetters 
that chain thee to the world ^all fall 
off in a moment if the Lord but will that 
it should be so, 

Even as in the room that hath seen no 
lamp for a thousand years. 
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The darkness vanisheth the nument a 
light is brought into it. 

Hast thou not seen, 0 neophyte, the 
magician ravelling a cord into hundreds 
of knots which no man can untie? 

And lo, the magician waveth his magic 
wand, and shaketh the cord. 

And all the knots are at once untied, 
and the cord is straight again ! 

59. 

No ONE CAN KNOW AlL ABOUT THE LORD. 

Ah, who can Imow all about the Lord ! 

Nofte, None, I say unto you I 

Behold, the servant-devotee of the Lord, 
he serveth Him, he worshippeth Him, and 
is content.* 

He attempteth not even to know Him ! 

O Mother, Thy will be done ! — he say- 
eth and he thinketh : Enlighten me if 
•Thou wilt. Awaken me if thou wilt : nay, 
withhold from me the Light and draw 
the veil closer before mine eyes if Thou 
wilt ! I am content ! 
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And he is like unto the helpless and 
sightless kitten that can but mew, and 
only meweth, for its dame; 

And its dame now layeth it in the cold 
comer of the lumber-room, and now in- 
stalleth it among the warm bed-clothes 
in the bedroom : 

It knoweth but to mew, and only mew- 
eth, and is content ! 

Or, again, the servant-devotee of the 
Lord may be likened unto the little child 
that careth for the mother only, and 
longeth for the mother only, and careth 
naught for her riches and her wealth : 

He knoweth, the Mother IS ! and, 
verily, nothing more desireth he 1 * 

60 . 

Illusion and Reality. 

Behold the magician: he ^wetff a 
mango-stone in a pot which he covereth 
with a sheet ; 

And he removeth the cover, and lo, a 
little plant hath sprouted up I 
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And he covereth it all up again, and 
lo, after a while, the plant hath grown 
into a little tree which soon flowereth and 
then fruiteth, and in a little time the 
fruit is ripe and ready for the table ! 

But all this is mere illusion, O aspirant, 
and, in all the show, the magician is the 
only reality. 

Even so, I say unto you, the world is 
but a show, an illusion ; 

And God is the only Truth, the One 
Keality. 

61 . 

Illusion. 

Man perceiveth not the sky aright, for 
doth it not seem to him to be stooping 
to the earth around him ? 

Alas, how can he see it correctly and 
precisely, for the defect lieth not so much 
in his vision as in his heart, within ! 


Illusion and Knowledge. 

One sayeth, lo, the world is but a hedge 
of illusion, verily; 
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And another sayeth, lo, it is but a Hall 
of fun, frolic and jollity : 

But I say unto you, verily. Divine 
Knowledge transformeth it into a Palace 
of Pleasures and Joys. 

63 . 

The Body and the Self. 

Behold, the body and the soul : the 
body cometh to be, and, fadeth and pas- 
seth away, but the Soul ever is, and ever 
shall be. 

And the ripe nut hath its shell separate 
and disjoined from the kernel, but hard 
it is, very hard, to strip the rind frdm the 
nut that is green. 

And he that hath found the Lord is 
like unto the nut that is ripe; 

And he knoweth and feeleth his Self 
as distinct and apart from his body. 


64 . 

The One and the Many. 

Verily, names and attributes are but 



<62 UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 

mere disguises, 0 aspirant, and so long 
as they last, the One appeareth as many. 

But when Knowledge and Perception 
are ripe, there is but one Supreme Con- 
sciousness. 

And the man that hath attained this 
Knowledge and Perception, beholdeth the 
One as transformed into the Universe, 
these hosts of souls and the twenty-four 
elements : 

And the One, at one place He shineth 
bright and resplendent, at another He 
shineth dimly according as the medium is 
transparent or otherwise. 

65 . 

The Lord is revealed in the Heart 
OF THE Devotee. 

< 

As a King, in his authority, is present 
•eveiywhere all over his Kingdom, 

And there are certain places where 
often he appeareth in person, while in 
his palace-hall he abideth always. 

Even so, the Lord being present every- 
where, loveth to abide always in the heart 
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of His devotee, where-unto His Special 
Power desoendeth. 


The Lord and His Attributes are one 

AND THE SAME. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Lord and 
the First .Boot Power are One and the 
Same : 

For the One cannot be thought of to 
the exclusion of the Other; 

And the diamond cannot be thought of 
without its lustre, as the lustre of the 
diamond cannot be thought of without 
the diamond itself, * 

And the idea of the serpent occurreth 
not to the mind without that of its zig- 
zag motion, nor doth the ide^ of the zig- 
zag motion of the serpent occur without 
that of the serpent itself. 

67. - 

Finding the Lord. 

The Great Root Power hath become 
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this World of Souls as well as the twenty- 
four elements, O disciple. 

And the student that practiseth the 
living of the Divine Life, trieth to find 
out and comprehend the Deity by think- 
ing of each external or internal object 
that cometh before him, 

This is not It ! — This is not It ! — 

But his case is different when he hath 
become an Adept and a Master : then, 
backward or forward, forward or back- 
ward, it is the same to him. 

For when he hath churned the milk and 
secured the butter, the milk, to him, verily 
becometh as of the butter, as the butter 
is of ihe milk. 


68 , 

f 

The Man of Knowledge beholdeth 
THE Lord everywhere. 

Behold, the boat, sailing down to the 
sea, hath to follow the tortuous windings 
of the river-course. 

And a tidal waye overfloweth the 
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country, and the i*iver swelleth, and the 
banks are under water : 

And the boat now saileth straight to 
the sea, and hath no need to follow the 
course of the river any longer. 

Again, behold the paddy-field with the 
crop upon it, and, to cross it, one hath to 
walk zig-zag along the ridges. 

But when the crop hath been gathered 
and the field is bare, one walketh straight 
across and followeth not the winding 
ridges : 

Even so, I say unto you, when the Di- 
vine Influx inundateth the heart of the 
devotee, he goeth straight to the Deity 
and beholdeth the Lord everywhere and 
in everything. 


69. 

Pure and Holy Company. „ 

When, after contemplation of God, the 
devotee descendeth once more to the level 
of the world, he wanfteth the company of 

pure and holy men foi^ rest and supj^rt. 

' ' - 

U.B. 5 
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70 . 

The Father and the Mother. 

He, who is the Lord, even He is the 
Great Root Power. 

And, verily, He is the Father, when in- 
active and quiescent : 

And Him they call the Mother, the 
Power, the Great Nature, when He creat- 
eth, preserveth and destroyeth. 


71 . 

^ ^The Opposites. 

Verily, he that knoweth man, knoweth 
wwan also, and he that knoweth the 
father, knoweth also the mother ; 

And he that knoweth darkness, know- 
eth light also, and he that knoweth the 
night, al^ knoweth the day; 

And he that knoweth pleasure, know- 
eth pain also. 
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72 . 

The Father is the Mother also. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Father, the 
Xord, is the Mother also of the Universe. 

He createth and preserveth, and ever 
keepeth watch over His Children, and 
granteth unto each whatever of Love, De- 
votion, Desire and Freedom he desiretb. 

73 . 

The Mother. 

Verily, the son, that is true and loj^al, 
liveth not without his mother, for, td him, 
his mother only knoweth everything : 

Yea, his mother is everything unto him, 
and he, — well, he but eateth hjs food and 
bideth his time and knoweth no more. 

74 . 

i* 

God is greater than His Glories. 

Why do ye recite the gloiles of God, 
saying, O Lord, Thou hast made the sun, 
the moon and the stars ? 
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Yea, what is the use of all this recount- 
ing, all this narration? 

And many there are that praise and 
glorify the garden, and few, that wish 
to see the owner and master of the garden.. 

But I say unto you, is the garden 
greater than its lord and master? 

75 . 

Inquisitiveness. 

Seeing that a single bottle of wine 
sutFiceth for thee, where is the need for 
thee, O aspirant, when thou hast drunk 
thy fill, to ascertain how many casks of 
liquor there be in the shop of the wine- 
seller ? 


76 . 

God requireth Naught but Love. 

Verily, because man himself delighteth 
in splendour and wealth, he thinketh that 
God, too, delighteth in the same; 

That He is pleased if he glorifies Him 
for His riches and His properties : 
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But doth th^ Lord love riches, doth the 
Lord love money ? 

And I say unto you that the Lord, of 
His “Children, requireth heart-felt rever- 
ence and love; 

And He loveth simple adoration, true 
discernment and continence : yea, He re- 
•quireth naught else. 

77. 

The Three Qualities. 

Verily, I say unto you, man knoweth of 
Ood according to the measure of his affec- 
tion and love for Him. • 

The devotee that hath in him the 
quality of darkness, he thinketh that the 
Lord eateth goats, and he sacriffceth goats 
unto Him accordingly. • 

And the devotee that hath in him the 
quality of Heat, he worshippeth Him 
vp^ith costly offerings and to the^music of 
shawms, psaltery and sackbut. 

And the humble and sinceire devotee 
loveth not ostentation, and whatever he 
hath ready, even "water and leaves and 
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fruits and flowers, he laye^h at the Feet 
of the lord. 

And the devotee that hath found the 
Light, verily, he iwS as a child, and only 
uttereth the Name of the Lord in worship, 
and, in utter-most devotion calleth upon 

78 . 

Divine Emotion. 

The body feeleth notliing at the time 
when Divine Emotion surgeth through 
the soul, but the force of the impact 
leacheth it even after many days : 

As,^ when a steamer passeth down the 
river, nothing happeneth unusual to the 
eye of an observer sitting on the bank ; 

But after a while huge billows dash 
against the.shore, and clods of earth fall 
tumbling into the water. 

For the little heart of man is like the 
small frail hut, while the Divine Emotion 
ts like the elephant : 

And when the elephant entereth the 
frail hut it breaketh portions of it, and 
turneth the contents all topsy-turvy. 
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79 . 

The !^re of Knowledge. 

When a house is on fire, some of the 
contents thereof are burnt and consumed, 
and there ariseth, all around, a tumult of 
many voices. 

Even so, the Fire of Divine Knowledge 
consumeth Lust and Anger and the other 
enemies that abide in the heart; 

And then it killeth the I-ness and the 
My -ness, and afterwards raiseth a great 
tumult in the soul. 

But even then the hurly-burly endeth 
not until every trace of the soul-disease 
hath vanished, until the fever of th^ world 
hath been quite subdued, 0 disciple. 

For when the patient hath been admit- 
ted into the hospital, and bis name 
entered in .its registers, doth the physi- 
cian in charge give him leave to depart 
until his cure be thoroughly established ? 

80 . 

Man’s Impertinence. 

Behold the two brothers measuring 
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and dividing their land wit|i a cord or a 
chain. 

And one sayeth to the other, This por- 
tion is mine, and that portion is thine ! 

And the Lord smileth, saying, Lo, the 
fools! For, verily, the earth is Mine, 
and who else can say, this is mine and 
that is thine ? 

Again, behold the weeping mother at 
the bedside of her dying child. 

And the physician sayeth unto her, Be 
comforted, dear lady, I will cure thy 
child : 

And the Lord smileth at his foolish- 
ness, — 

C 1 

Ah, who can save when He desireth to 
kill? 


Union with the Lord. 

There be those, disciple, that train and 
torture the flesh, and thereby seek to gain 
union with the Lord. 

And they, verily, take care of the body 
only, and they train the breath and 
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■cleanse the garment of flesh in various 
ways. 

And they, no doubt, are able to do what 
appeareth unto the ignorant as wonder- 
ful and mysterious. 

But such practices enable them not to 
come nearer unto God. 

And I say unto thee, seek not union 
with the Lord by means of the body : 

But seek union with Him with the en- 
tire mind, the entire soul, — 

Yea, by loving Him, by worshipping 
Him, by adoring Him ever, 

By discerning the True and the false, 
and by holding on to the Truth always 
with all thy might. 

82. 

Aim of Life. * 

Verily, I say unto you, union with the 
Lord is the sole end and aim of life. 

8P. 

When Work Ceaseth. 

Behold, work, for thee, endureth not 
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for ever, and, verily, ceaseth when thou 
hast found the Lora, 

Even as the flower withereth and drop- 
peth away when the fruit hath come to 
be. 

And thy prayers shall grow less and 
less, and then, at last, the mere utterance 
of the Name of the Lord shall bring tears 
of ecstasy into thine eyes and make the 
hair of thy b6dy stand on end ! 

84 . 

Result of Devotion. 

Verily to the earnest and sincere de- 
votee^, all necessary things and commo- 
dities come of themselves even when he 
seeketh them not : 

For the son of a King seeketh not 
riches, but* it is the riches that seek him 
and come unto him of themselves. 


Illusion. 

Verily, the lust after the things of the 
world is the great illusion, 0 aspirant ; 
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And the illusion vanisheth as soon as 
thou art able to view it properly and with 
reason. 

Ikhold, the urchin weareth a mask and 
coveieth himself with the skin of a tiger 
to frighten his playmates; ^ 

And when he cometh near unto them^ 
and they, seeing, recognise him and say^ 
Aha ! we know thee ! — he goeth away 
ashamed; 


86 . 

Woman and Illusion. 

Verily, I say unto you, woman is but 
the visible emblem, the depictment in the 
flesh, — the very image of the Great Boot 
I’ower, the Mother of the Universe : ' 

liCarn therefore to view her aright, 
and. surely, surely, the Great Illusion 
shall be overcome and made naught ! 

87 . 

The World cannot be relinquished 

AT ONCE. 

Verily, O aspirant, thou canst not re* 



76 UNIVEBSAL RELIGION. 

■r¥' 

linquish the world immediately that thou 
desirest to do so, 

For thou must, first, take thiue own 
share of the sufferings and enjoyments 
for which thou hast already set up long- 
ings and desires. 

Behold, a king goeth unto a holy re- 
cluse in a forest for instructions to seek 
out the Lord. 

And the hermit sayeth unto him, O 
King, abide here with me and meditate 
on God. 

And the king sayeth, Not so, O Master : 
I must not abide with thee here, for have 
I not still a portion of my own enjoy- 
menfe and sufferings to go through ? 

And, verily, if I abode here with thee, 
a kingdom would spring up here also, 
around me, to yield unto me the harvest 
for which the seeds I have already sown. 


Worship of God through an Image. 

Verily, I say imto you, it is not inex- 
pedient to worship the Lord through an 
Image, nor is it sinful : 
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For wherever any thing existeth, a ly- 
thing shineth and giveth joy, there, vei ily 
is He f and there is nothing without Him. 

Behold the little girl playeth with her 
dolls : but when she marrietli and liveth 
with her husband, she putteth them aside 
and payeth no heed unto them. 

And he that hath found the Lord hath 
no need to worship Him through\n Im- 
age, for, verily, then, he worshippeth 
Him facje to face. 


89 . 

Love and Devotion. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Lord is at- 
tainable through Love and Devotion ; 

And when it is eager even uhto distrac- 
tion, the mind entirely passeth upward 
unto Him. 

There was once a certain man,* and he 
had a daughter, and the daughter became 
a widow even when she was a little child. 

And she never knew the company of 
her husband. 
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And she saw that the other girls, her 
companions, had each a husband unto 
her. 

And one day she went unto her father 
and said to him, Father, where is my hus- 
band ? 

And, sighing, he said unto her, \'erily, 
the Loid is thy husband, O my daughtei*. 

And, disconsolate, she shutteth herself 
up in her room, and weepeth and waileth, 
crying bitterly, saying, O Lord, my hus- 
band, whv dost thou not come? 

And she sobbeth and weepeth, and 
crieth and moaneth, and lo, verily, at last, 
she ftndeth the Lord ! 

90 . 

Eagerness. 

Behold the little child, how eager he is, 
even unto distraction, to go to his mother ! 

. Even such an eagerness must there be 
in thine heart, O aspirant, if thou seekest 
to reach unto the Lord. 

And such an eagerness, sucb^ yearning 
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and breathless impatience, verily, cometfa 
but as a harbinger of the Lord, as the 
ruddy dawn enkindleth the east but to 
proclaim the coming of the day. 

91 . 

A little boy liveth with his mother on 
the outskirts of a forest. 

And daily he goeth to school, and his 
lonely path lieth through the forest. 

And daily he cometh home in the 
gloaming, all alone ; and sometimes, when 
he is late, he is sore afraid because of the 
vei y loneliness of the path. • 

And one day he sayeth to his mother, 
O mother dear, I am much afraid to come 
home in the gloaming because of the very 
loneliness of the forest-path. • 

And the mother sayeth unto him, Be not 
afraid, my boy; for, verily, the Lord 
watcheth over thee; 

And if anything frighteneth thee in 
the dark, do thou call upon the Lord. 

The Lord, mother, who is He ? asketh 
the boy. 
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Verily, He is thy Brother, my boy, re- 
plieth the mother. 

And next day, it is evening already 
when the school is over, and it is a dark 
and thunderous evening : 

And as he walketh home, the boy be- 
cometh afraid and fearful because of the 
loneliness and the darkness. 

And, remembering his mother’s words, 
he crieth out, O Brother Lord, where art 
Thou ? O come, Brother Lord 1 

And he crieth again and again, in 
alarm and trepidation, O come, Brother 
Lord ! 

A^jd, verily, I say unto you, the Lord 
appeareth unto the frightened boy, say- 
ing, Yes, brother, I am here ! 

And He goeth with him to the edge of 
the forest, assuring him, Fear not, my 
brother, I shall come whenever thou art 
afraid and callest upon Me. 

92. 

Self-knowledge. 

Know thyself, and, verily, thou shalt 
know the Lord. 
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93 . 

Faith. 

Once upon a time there lived a certain 
man, and he had in his house an Image 
of God, 

■j 

And he daily worshipped the Image, 
and offered unto Him oblations of rice and 
condiments. 

And one day he hath to transact busi- 
ness at a distant place, and hath tio go. 

And he giveth instructions unto his lit* 
tie boy saying. Do thou, my child, offer 
unto the Deity, to-day, the usual daily 
offerings : feed thou the Holy Image to- 
day. * 

And when the father hath departed 
and the hour for the daily worship and 
offerings hath arrived. 

The little boy goeth into the 'sanctum ' 
and offereth the usual oblation of rice and 
condiments ; 

And he sayeth to the Image, Eat, ’Holy 
Presence I 

But the Image moveth not, nor doth He 
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And the child knoweth not that the 
offerings have been duly and properly 
made, and that Images eat not as 
men do, but that he must now remove the 
dishes for the members of the house to 
partake of according to the custom. 

And he sayeth wondering, Lo, the Holy 
Presence eateth not : and father told me 
to feed the Deity : What should I do now, 
for surely my service hath not been wrong- 
ly rendered ? 

« 

And he sayeth, again and again. Eat, 
Holy Presence ! Eat, oh. Eat ! 

And still the Image eateth not, and the 
bewildered and terrified child prayeth* 
again with closed eyes and folded hands : 

Eat, Holy Presence, eat, oh, eat! he 
crieth, and tear gusheth forth from his 
eyes,— 

Lo, father is away, and he toM me to 
feed Thee. And what have I done that 
Thou shouldst not eat at my hands t Sure- 
ly, my service hath not been wrongly 
done? 

And he weepeth and weepeth, and io,. 
the Lord appeareth unto the child, and 
the food-offerings, smiling. 
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And the child then cometh out of the 
jsanctuiu,<and they say unto him, why dost 
not thou bring back the food offerings, 
boy? 

And the child sayeth unto them, Why, 
verily, the Holy Presence hath taken it 
all ! And the members of the house wonder. 

And I say unto you, Behold, how the 
simple faith of the child worketh a 
miracle ! 


94 . 

Man, the Temple of the Lord. 

Verily, I say unto you, ye a»e the 
temples of the Lord. 

” And He, verily, in ye, suffereth the 
dolour and the ache of the mortal flesh, 
the torture and the anguish of the body, 
of the mind : 

UKr 

And He, also, in ye, enjoyeth the 
pleasure and the tittilation of the senses 
and thinketh it all as agreeable and com- 
fortable. 

And for this it hath been said ^at the 
Lord smiletb and weepeth in ydu^^ught 
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in the web of delusion which He Him^lf 
hath woven, and blinded by the Illusion 
which He Himself bath wrought, as if 
in sport. 


95 . 

The Voice of the Silence. 

Know, O disciple, that the Voice of the 
Silence is the Inner sound which none 
discerneth save he that hath ceased to hear 
the many sounds of the outer world : 

For when he discerneth the One, he for- 
saketh the region of the false to reach 
unto the Kingdom of the True. 

96 . 

The Ignorant Man and the Man 
* OF Knowledge. 

Behold the potter at his wheel. 

And he modelleth the clay and maketh 
it into pots of various sizes and shapes,, 
and layeth them out in the sun to dry. 

And there are in* the yard other pots 
also, burnt, finished and ready. 
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And, by chance, a cow strayeth into 
the yard and among the pots, ^th those 
that are unbaked and laid out in the sun 
to dry, and also those that are finished 
^nd ready, and breaketh some of them. 

And the potter gathereth the fragments 
of the raw pots and kneadeth them into 
lumps which again he layeth upon the 
wheel to be made into fresh pots. 

But the fragments of those that are 
burnt, finished and ready, he throweth 
away, for these can no more be mixed and 
moulded into shapes. 

And, I say unto you, the imperfect man, 
the man that hath not attained f^now- 
ledge, is like unto the raw and unbaked 
pot; 

And when he dieth, he hath to be born 
again into a new form. , 

And the man that hath obtained Know- 
ledge is like unto the finished pot, and 
hath not to be bom again. 

For, verily, the seed that hath been 
fried, sprouteth not again, and the soul 
that hath been ripens by the Fire of 
Knowledge, createth no more, and is 
free. 
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So 


97 . 

I AND Thou. 

Verily there be those that hold the view 
that the Lord is One and His Devotee, An- 
Other : I and Thou — 

Even like unto a cup in which there is 
water ; and the water is mind, the intelli- 
gence, and the “ I reflecteth the Lord, 
as the water in the cup mirroreth the 
sun. 

And there are others also that hold the 
view that the Lord is the only Truth ; all 
else is illusion, like a dream. 

98 . 

The ^ I.” 

Behold, on the surface of the illimitable- 
Ocean of Bliss, floateth a stick dividing: 
the surface into two divisions ; 

And when the stick is removed, there re* 
maineth but one surface, one expanse : 

And this stick is the I ’ which, so 
long as it remaineth, seemingly dividetlr 
the one expanse into two. 
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But in deep abstract meditation, in the 
state of superconsciousness, this “ I ” is 
no more, and the false mark of division 
is effaced. 


99 . 

The “ I ” OF THE Man of Knowledge. 

Verily, I say imto you that the man 
that hath acquired True Wisdom, he that 
hath attained True Knowledge, hath his 
own distinctive marks to denote him. 

Verily, he becometh a simple child, 
unable to hurt anybody, 

Even as the sword of steel that hath 
been transformed into gold, killeth not nor 
hurteth. 

And though he retaineth some form of 
egotism, as the golden sword retaineth its 
fofm as a sword, it is in form only, and 
not in reality, 

As the rope retaineth its for,m even 
after it is burnt, and is but a length of 
ashes which a mere breath scattereth 
away: * 

Even so, the man of Wisdom and Know- 
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ledge retaineth in him some form of I- 
ness,” some form of anger and indigna- 
tion : but these are forms only, shadows — 
shadows, — ^not real. 

100 . 

The Man of Knowledge. 

Lo, the little child hath no severity, no 
strictness at all, about him. 

He buildeth a house of cards, and crieth 
and screameth and jumpetb about in 
anger if anybody maketh to touch it ; 

And lo, after a while, he scattereth it 
with his own hands, and thinketh of it 
no more. 

Lo, now he is severely strict about the 
golden cap he weareth on his head; and, 
holding on to it, exclaimeth to him that 
maketh to have it of him, Begone ! Thou 
shalt not ! — ^He gave it me — even Pa ! 

But give him a paltry toy and he clap- 
peth his hands in wild delight, and think- 
etlMio more of the golden cap. 

And even such, I say unto you, are the 
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marks of him that hath acquired Know- 
ledge and Wisdom. 

101 . 

The Waking State and the Dream State 

There be those, verily, that maintain 
that the waging state, too, is as unreal 
as the dream-state."" 

In a certain city there lived an hum- 
ble wood-cutter. 

And one day he slept and dreamt a 
dream : 

Behold, he is a king, and seven goodly 
sons are born unto him. • « 

And they are all wise and learned and 
well-practised in the use of arms and in 
the wielding of weapons, as sons of kings 
should be. • 

And he sitteth qpon a golden throne 
and governeth His kingdom wisely and 
well. 

And so he sleepeth and dreameth, and 
dreameth and sleepeth, when, lo, his 
friend cometh up and giveth him a shake 
and waketh him. 
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And the wood-cutter awaketh and chid- 
eth his friend, O friend, why hast thou 
broken up and dispersed the happy house- 
hold, the happy family ? 

And the friend sayeth, Fie ! it was but 
a dream ! 

But the wood-cutter smileth and retort- 
eth, Fie for shame ! thou dost not under- 
stand ! 

For if it be true that I am an wood- 
cutter, it is also true that I have been a 
king in my dream ! 


102 . 

Discrimination. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Way to 
Wisdom and Knowledge lieth through 
Discrimination. 

This is not It ! This is not It ! — thus 
shouldst thou discriminate, discerning the 
Truth from the Untruth, the False from 
the Real : 

Thus thinking and discerning, thus 
pondering and reflecting, thou Mouldst 
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reach the Self, O aspirant, and attain 
Knowledge Divine. 

103 . 

Knowledge. 

Verily, I say unto you. Knowledge 
and Consciousness Divine, joined to- 
gether, are greater than simple and out- 
ward knowledge only. 

Some one hath only heard of milk; 
another hath only seen it; and still 
another hath tasted it also. 

And he that hath only heard of milk 
is verily ignorant, while he that hath 
seen it hath of it outward knowledge 
only. 

But Jie that hath tasted milk hath a 
special and deeper knowledge of it which 
is greater than the knowledge orf him that 
hath seen it only. 

So he that hath seen God and tasted of 
Him and felt Him in his heart, hath ac- 
quired a truly deeper Knowledge of Him,, 
and he knoweth of Him as the One Near- 
est and Dearest unto him, his ‘‘ Ownest 
Own,” verily. 
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104 . 

The Perfect Man is the Man God, 
THE Christ. 

The shell of the dried cocoanut is sepa- 
rate from the dry kernel within, my son, 

And when one driveth a nail into it, 
one piercseth but the shell : the kernel is 
uninjured. 

Even so was Jesus, the Christ, unattach- 
ed to the Body, and when they nailed Him 
on to the Cross, 

Behold, what was it to the Christ? — 
They nailed but the Body and surely, sure- 
. ly, not the Christ ; 

And they did Him a service; unknow- 
ing, desiring to put even the Lord unto 
death, ' 

And He smiled and He blest them in 
the Name of the Father, and ascended to 
Heaven — 

Having done what He had descended 
on e^rth to do in the Name of the Father 
in Heaven : 

And glory ! — Oh, glory I — ^He blest even 
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His enemies — a mystery, verily, — 
Tbuth ! 

105 . 

Every Religion is a Way to the Lord. 

Verily, I say unto you, every religion 
furnisheth a means and pointeth a way 

To enable the aspirant to reach unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Lord in His 
Glory, 

Even as the rope or the staircase, the 
pole or the ladder, all of them, and each in 
its way. 

Enableth one, verily, to ascend ♦ and 
reach on to the roof of the house. 

106 . 

One may Pray Silently or Aloud. 

Verily, I say unto you, ye may pray 
unto the Lord in any way ye like. 

Aloud or silently, for He heareth ye as 
He heareth even tne footfall of an ant. 
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107 . 

Distinguish the God in Everyone 
AND Everything. 

Verily, O aspirant, thou must learn to 
distinguish the God in every one and 
everything : 

Thou shouldst practice discrimination 
always, 

And thou shouldst ponder how the 
Lord is not these five elements, — earth, 
water, air, fire and ether. 

And thou, too, art not these ; 

Nor art thou these organs of sense; 

Tliou art not mind, thou art not intel- 
lect; 

And thou art not this little self. 

Yea, thou art beyond all these — 

And, verily, so is the Lord also. Thus, 
pause and ponder always. 

108 . 

The Steps of Evolution. 

Thou must leave behind thee all the 
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steps on the stairway if thou wouldst 
reach on to the roof, disciple ; 

And thou knowest that the steps are 
i^not the roof. 

But when thou steppest on to the roof, 
lo, thou seest verily that it is built of the 
same materials as the steps by which thou 
hast climbed, namely, brick and mortar : 

Even so, when thou hast found the Lord, 
thou shalt be able to comprehend how He 
and all these that thou seest around thee 
are one and the same : 

And how He that is the Spirit hath 
come to be these five elements even ! 

And why, thou inquirest, is the Earth 
so hard if it be the Spirit ? * ' 

But, I say unto thee, with God every 
thing is possible. 

For is not the flesh, is not the bone form- 
ed from the blood and the semen 1 

And behold ! how hard becometh, when 
dried, the foam of the siSa ! 
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109. 

Relinquishment of the World not a 

NECESSITY. ^ 

A disciple that hath caught a glimpse 
of the transcendent glory of the Lord, 
sayeth unto his Master, 

0 Master ! should I not relinquish the 
world ? 

And the Master sayeth unto him, Yea, 
son, if thou lindest that the world is void 
of God 1 

And the disciple remaineth silent, for 
he knoweth full well that the Lord abid- 
eth everywhere and in everything; 

Yea, the Lord is in the world even I 

Therefore I say unto you that he that 
hath learnt the True Science of the Deity, 
verily, he beholdeth the Lord everywhere 
throughout creation ; 

And, verily, he findeth it not a hard 
task to live in the world and yet be de- 
tached from it always. 
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110 . 

The pure mind beholdeth the Lord even 
IN the World. 

The eye that seeth the LoPd is other 
than the eye of the flesh, my son ; 

And when the mind hath become pure, 
it becometh this very eye, — the eye of the 
soul 

And to this eye of the soul, the woman 
of flesh is verily transformed into the 
Mother of the Universe; 

For it is the mind, verily, that behold- 
eth, and not the eye. 

" Behold, the affectionate father fondling 
his little child; 

Again, behold, the fond husband 
caressing the beloved wife; — 

The same mind, verily; ,yet how 
different ! 

And wh^ thou hast made thy mind 
pure, disciple, thou shalt see with it the 
Lord even in this world ! 

And to make thy mind pure, my son, 
thou must practise purity, thou must ex- 
ert .purity, ♦ 

U.R. 7 
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111 . 

ThI Advantages of living in the World 

IN THAT IT HEIpETH THE STUDENT. 

Thou must know, disciple, that train- 
ing and exercise are most necessary ; 

And thou must know also that tempta- 
tion in respect of woman easily prevail- 
eth : 

That the woman naturally liketh the 
man, and the man naturally inclineth to- 
ward the woman, 

And, alas, botli thei-efore go astray ! 

But, verily, 1 say unto you that there is 
this advantage in the woild that when 
man desireth the company of woman, he 
hath his own lawful wife to him. 

112 . 

The Lord in all Forms. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Lord walk- 
eth the earth in all forms : 

And He abideth in the holy and pui-e 
man, and also in the man of vice; 

And He is in the rogue, and in the de- 
bauchee also, HE tS I 
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113. 

Mere Speakers and talkers of Wisdom 
BE LIKE Vultures. 

Many there be, 0 disciple, that speak 
Avords of wisdom. 

And they say of such. How wise ! 

But alas, they are mere talkers, for 
they never do themselves that which they 
Advise others to do : 

And they are like vultures that soar so 
high. 

And soaring so high, keej) their 
eyes ever fixed on garbage and carr^ion. ^ 

114. 

Be that H.ATH NOT RELINQUISHED ALL OUT- 
WARD THINGS CAN NEVER* TEACH. 

Verily, I say unto you, no man can be 
a teacher unless he hath learnt utter re- 
nunciation, ’ ^ 

And unless he hath actually relinquish- 
ed the^ world and all the enjojunents there- 
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For if he hath not, and goeth f<n^ (xy 
teach, people laugh at him, saying, 

Behold, he is a man of the world like' 
ourselves, 

And he enjoyeth the objects of the sen- 
ses even as we do ; 

And yet he sayeth unto us, Lo, God is 
the only Truth! This world is passing 
even as a dream ! 

And hardly a man there is that payeth. 
heed to such a one as this. 

That uttereth good things with his lips, 
but doth not do them himself ; that hatk 
not relinquished all outward possess- 
* ions in thought as well as in deed. 

115 . 

God hath no beginning, no end. 

There be, among ye, that believe and" 
say, verily, God is formless and nothing 
♦else ! 

Be it so ! 

* 

But take heed, I say unto you, that ye 
call unto the Formless One with a sincere' 

f 
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<and humble heart, with supj)liant rever* 
lence and full faith : 

For is He not Omniscient I And if ye 
<caU unto Him with the deepest lowliness 
of heart, He will surely unveil Himself 
4iO your gaze; ^ 

And take heed, also, *I say unto you, 
that ye say not boasting, Lo, this only is 
right that" we know, and what others say 
that t>^ef know, is wrong : * 

And take heed, lest ye say. He is form- 
less because we think He is formless. 

Or that He hath features and linea- 
ments because we think that He hath 
forms and features ! , ^ 

For verily, I say unto you, God hath no 
beginning, no end ! 

116 . 

• ^ 

Every man of faith shall find the 

lloRD, VERILY. 

Verily, every man that crieth for Him 
shall find the Lord. 

And, I say unto you, that the True 
^nd Eternal Substance is but One, though 
people call It variously. 
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Behold, a pond hath several landing- 
stairs on all sides of it ; 

And a Hindoo cometh to one side, and 
filleth his pot, saying, Lo, this is " Jala,"' 
how cool and clear ! 

And a Musuhnan, coming to another 
side, descendeth the landing-stairs and 
filleth his goat-skin bag, saying, How good 
is^.the fani ! 

And a Christian cometh down another 
stairway, and filleth his jug, exclaiming, 
how pure is this water ! 

And absurd and extremely ridiculous 
it were, if the Christian, the Musulman, 
^and the Hindoo fell out among themselves, 
each crying out against the others, 
exclaiming and shouting furiously and 
saying, “ Not water, but pani ! ” — “ Not 
jala, but water ! ’* — “ Not j>ani, but 
'jala ! ’ 

Alas ! how they create dissensions and 
schisms ! 

How’ one flieth at the other’s tin oat, 
saying vile things, abusing, rev^ilingl 

And, I say unto you, this is neither just 
nor right. 
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For, doth noi every one try to walk the 
Path of the Lordt 

And shall not every one find Him if he 
bnt seek the Lord with all earnestness and 
sincerity, — 

If he but cry for the Lord even as the 
intant crieth for its mother ? 

117 . 

Love and Reverence how to be learnt. 

Verily, I say unto you, there can be no 
limit to the devotion with which one 
should love and revere his parents. 

And no man hath power to tread the 
Path of the Lord except he first gKttify« 
his parents, 

Except he first gladden their hearts ex- 
ceedingly, 

That, reioicing, they may say, Behold I 
-we have such a son ! 

118 . „ 

Love payeth all Debts.* 

Forget not, disciple, that thou hast 
many a debt to pay ; 
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Yoa, debts to the gods, debts to the 
sages and holy men of all the ages, past, 
present and future. 

And thou hast debts to pay to thy 
parents and to thy wife; 

And, verily, T say unto thee, thou canst 
not achieve any progress on the Path dn- 
less thou payest these debts. 

119 . 

Duty bindbth not him that Forgetteth 

THE SELF. 

Verily, I say unto you, the man that is 
frenzied with Love and utter Devotion 
for the Lord, he, verily, hath no debts to 
pay: 

For, to Kim, who is father? who is 
mother ? who is wife ? 

c 

And Love for the Lord expandeth so 
much the faculties of his soul, that he 
becometh as one ipad, 

And no duty bindeth him, and he is 
free! 

And he forgetteth the world entirely, 
nay, he even forgetteth the body which 
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is so dear a thing unto the man of the 
world : 

And he feeleth no hunger, no thirst; 
and sleep cometh, not to his eyes; and 
he feeleth not at all even his own body ! 

120 . 

All Womankind is She ! 

Verily, I say unto you, the wise man, 
when he attaineth True Knowledge that 
is Illumination, ^iscovereth in his wife 
the Goddess of the Universe, the Maternal 
Principle that abideth in all : 

For, O disciple, in reality, all woman- 
kind is SHE ! 


121 . 

Alas for them that talk only but 

ACT NOT. 

Alas ! Alas ! — that men there should be 
that quote scripture, talk big, and yet be- 
have themselves differently ! 

' 122 . 

Confidence in the Master, how Gained. 
Behold, a bird percheth up<m the 
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mast of a ship, and the ship saileth down 
the river and far out over the sea, 

And the bird -noticeth it not for some 
time, but sitteth wrapt in its own re* 
veries. 

And then it suddenly starteth and ilieth 
nortliward in search of land, but findetb 
none ; 

And then it flieth south, but findeth no 
land in tJiat direction also ; 

And then it resteth for a while and 
again flieth, eastward, and then west- 
ward, but land it findeth none; 

And then it cometh back to the ship 
and^percheth as before, wearied and ex- 
hausted, and goeth out no more. 

Even so, the neophyte, when he looseth 
patience, flieth away from his Master; 

And, at last, finding no peace anywhere, 
he cometh back again unto Him and find- 
eth Rest at His Feet. 

123. 

lONORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE. 

' Verily, 0 disciple, when one thinketb 
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of the Lord as afar off and away, it is 
ignorance : 

And when one feeleth Him near and 
close at hand, it is True Knowledge and 
Wisdom. 


124. 

What Thou Seekest outwardly is with 
AND within Thyself. 

"V'erily, O aspirant, what' thou seekest 
is near at hand, close, very close to thee, 
within thee : 

And lo, thou strayest and wanderest, 
and triest to find it at a distance from 
" thyself ! ^ 

And thou art like unto him that, with 
a lighted lantern in his hand, goeth to 
his neighbour's liouse at dead of night,, 
when every inmate of the house is asleep. 

And calletli out 'with a loud voice, 
saying, Ho, neighliour, neighbour, awake f 
arise ! 

And the good neighbour issueth •forth- 
froin his house, enquiring, 

What seekest thou of me, mine neigh- 
bour, at this hour of the nightj 
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And he sayeth unto him, Lo, I am a 
ismoker, and this full well thou knowest : 

And what for should I be causing 
trouble imto thee at this unseasonable 
hour, 

But4hat I am in need of a little fire 
for my pipe ? 

And, prithee, good my neighbour, pri- 
thee, haste, and fetch me a little fire. 

And the neighbour bursteth out, laugh- 
ing, and sayeth unto him, 

What kind of man art thou that seek- 
est a little lire and boldest a lighted lan- 
tern in thine hand ? 


125. 

The Dangers of Possessing Soul- 
. Powers. 

Woe unto him that useth the powers of 
the soul for the sake of the body ! 

There once dwelt a hermit on the sea- 
shore, and one day be sat for meditation. 

■ A mighty man is he, an adept and a 
ffeagician; and, as he sitteth in holy con- 
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templation, there ariseth a mighty wind, 
a hurricane; ^ 

And it causeth him great discomfort, 
and, wishing to dispel it, he sayeth to the 
wind, 0 storm i be still ! 

Ah, sudden is the stern command, and, 
abruptly, the storm ceaseth : 

And lo, there is a ship going full sail 
before the wind, and the sudden lull of 
the storm causeth it to heel over and 
founder, and all the men in it perish : 

And, verily, I say unto you, the adept 
shall answer for the destruction of the 
ship wnth all on board ! 

126 . 

The Dangers of Possessing Soul- 
Powers. 

There liveth a holy man, *a mighty 
adept in the arts of magic, and he is 
full of pride for his acquirements; 

But he is a good man, notwithstanding, 
for he hath served the Lord with devo- 
tion. 

And the Lord, wishing to correct him. 
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^iometh one day to him in the form of a 
hermit. ^ 

And the hermit sayeth unto him, 
Adoration ! holy father 1 I understand 
that thou art a great and powerful man. 

And the adept is glad at the compli- 
ment, and welcometh and biddeth him be 
seated. 

And lo, an elephant passeth along in 
front of them, and the hermit sayeth to 
the adept. Father, if thou wishest, thou 
•canst certainly kill the elephant, yonder ? 

Yea, verily, I can, my son, sayeth the 
adept, and he throweth a pinch of dust 
at the elephant, and it falleth down dead ! 

And the hermit sayeth, verily, father, 
thy powers are great and wonderful! 

And the adept smileth with satisfac- 
tion and is glad. 

And the hermit again sayeth to him, 
O father, canst thou recall the dead ele- 
phant to life? 

And he answereth, yea, my son, that 
also can I do ! 

And he throweth a pinch of dust at the 
elephant and it riseth up and walketh 
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away as though nothing had happened 
to it! 

And the hermit sayeth to him, verily, 
thy powers are wonderful, 0 father 1 

For with but a pinch of dust thou didst 
kill the mighty beast. 

And lo, with but a pinch of dust thou 
hast made it alive again ! 

But I ask thee, O father, what hast 
4hou gained of the Truth by these powers 
of thine ? 

Have thy wonderful powers .enabled 
thee to approach nearer unto the Lord ? 

And the adept is filled with shame and 
astonishment, and the* hermit is visible ^ 
no more. 

Therefore, I say unto you, subtle is the 
Law ! ^ 

And the end of the threap, rumpled 
ever so slightly, entereth not the eye of 
the needle : 

And the man that acquireth large 
IKJwers is apt to become puffed Up with 
vanity, 

Ajid, verily, he forgetteth the Lord en- 
tirely! + 
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127. 

True Love. 

Bemember, always, O aspirant, that 
none is other than thyself : 

And therefore, 1 say unto thee, do 
thou love all as thine own, yea, even as 
thyself ! 

For everywhere and in eveiy one abid- 
eth the Lord, and nothing existeth with- 
out Him ! 

Behold, there liveth a true devotee of 
the Lord, and his whole soul is fixed unto 
HiA: 

And one day the Lord appeareth unto 
hin^^ and sayeth. Ask for a boon, my son. 

But the devotee asketh for naught, say- 
ing, I am for ever blest with this Vision 
► of Thee : 

And what more need I ask ? 

But the Lord still presseth him, saying, 
Ask, ask, my son : 

And the devotee asketh at last, saying, 
yea Lord, if Thou so desirelt, 

Grant unto me. Thy humble servant, 
only this, th^t my persecutors perish not ! 
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And, verily, I say unto thee, the devotee 
asketh such a boon because he knowetb 
that the Lord abideth in them also. 

Yea, even in his persecutors; and, if 
th^ suffered for their misdeeds, their 
sufferings would be unto the Lord Him* 
self! 


128 . 

Tolerance. 

Peace 1 Peace ! Let there be reconcilia- 
tion ! Ye are one ! 

Alas, why do ye give yourselves up«to 
anger, jealousy and hatred? 

For, verily, I say unto you, every one 
calleth unto the same Lord Who is but 
One. , 

And because ye hold that the Lord hath 
no form, why should ye be bickering and 
quarreling with those that hold that the 
Lord hath many forms ? 

And, I say unto you, he that believetb 
the Liord as having no forms, let him be 
free to believe it; . 

IT.B, 8 ^ 
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And he that believeth that the Lord 
hath many forms, let him, also, believe it. 

And this also I say unto you, that it is 
not good to assert with arrogance, Lo, 
this is right, — ^this that I believe, 

And that other is wrong, — ^that which 
thou believest ! 

Why not say, rather, This undoubtedly 
is rignt, — ^this that I believe; but ah, I 
do not understand whether that is right 
or wrong, false or true — that which thou 
believest ! 

For, verily, no man hath the right to 
assert in reference to the Lord, He is this ! 
-;;;-He is not this ! — 

Yea, no man, that hath not found Him, 
no man, that is not enlightened with His 
Light ! 

And hath not a Sage said. The Invisi- 
ble Lord is my Father, the Visible Lord 
is my Mother, — 

And Whom shall I praise. Whom shall' 
I blame, fdr both the scales are equally 
weighted, equally heavy? 



BAMEBI8HNA. 


m 


m 

ENDtTRANCE AND PaTIENCS : 

Cheekfdlness. 

Verily, I say unto you, the true devotee 
of the Lord always keepeth himself calm 
and unmoved, 

And he is even like unto the black- 
smith’s anvil that careth naught for the , 
blows of the hammer ; 

And lo, the ignorant and the wicked 
abuse him, and they persecute him, 

But his whole heart, his whole soul, the 
devotee setteth on the Lord, 

And he heareth not his persecutors, he 
seeth them not, for he is established in the 
Lord, 

And calmly he endureth all revilings, 
calmlv he beareth with all. 

130. 

V 

All outward troubles must be jiS 

NOTHING. 

Verily, 0 disciple, thou canst meditate 
on the Lord even if it so happen that 
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thou hast to live among vile and wicked 
people : 

For did not the holy sages of yore pass- 
their days in contemplation of Him in 
forests and wilds, 

And did not the forests and wilds 
swarm with tigers and bears and other 
ferocious beasts? 

> And, verily, wicked men are like unto- 
the tiger and the bear, for they, too, like 
these, attack and injure. 

131 . 

Be Gentle and Courteous. 

Yield always to others in matters that 
are not important, disciple. 

And take care how thou comportest 
with the.man of wealth, how thou earnest 
thyself in his presence : 

For he hath money and men in plenty 
and can easily do thee harm if he fist : 

And one, verily, hath to be most careful 
how he converseth with such a man, for 
he must sav yea to whatsoever he sayeth 
and opineth. 
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And when a dog cometh at thee, bark- 
ing, thou must stand still and call out to 
him to humour and soothe him lest he bite 
thee : 

And when an enraged bull attacketh 
thee, thou must call out to him too, and 
humour and soothe him; 

And the sot, too, thou must humour and 
soothe, for if thou oifendest him, he flieth 
into a rage and revileth thee and thine. 

But if thou humourest him, saying, 
Uncle, how dost thou ? He becometh glad 
and sitteth by thee and smoketh in amity. 

And, verily, some there be that have the 
' nature of a serpent, and they strike at 
others unawares; * 

And one must have recourse to much 
discrimination to be able to endure the 
venom of such as these, 

Lest it bring anger to one’s mind and 
make one strike back in return. 

^ And therefore, O disciple, it is some- 
times a sore necessity for thee to seek* holy 
-company, the company of the good and 
the wise. 

For good company bringeth wisdom to 
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the heart and teacheth true di^riihiria- 
tion. 

132. 

The man of Knowledge liveth in the 

WORLD AS the SERVANT LIVETH IN THE 
HOUSE OF HER MASTER. 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, the man 
of the world even attaineth unto the Lord 
if he be but sincere and earnest. 

And ignorance is nothing but the feel- 
ing, “ this is mine ” “ this is I,” 

While True Knowledge is the feeling, 
Q God, Thou art, 0 God, all this is Thine ! 

Therefore, 0 disciple, do thou live in 
the world even as the servant liveth in the 
house of her master, 

And she caresseth and f ondleth the dear 
little child of the house, saying unto him, 
O my son ! 

And she knoweth well in her heart that 
the house belongeth not unto her, that the 
dear little child is none of hers 

And so she liveth in the house of her , 
master and doeth her allotted work, 
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And ever the image of her home, her 
own true home, lingereth in her heart : 

Even 80 , do thou live in the world, ful* 
filling all the tasks that come thy way, 
keeping ever thy mind fixed upon toe 
Lord, 

Believing ever that the house in which 
thou dwellest is the Lord’s, 


That the wife of thy bosom, the child- 
ren of thy heart belong not unto thee, but 
are His, 

That thou art but His servant ! 


133. 

Seek Him here : and thou shalt pind^ 
Him here ! 

Verily, I ask thee not to relinquish the 
world, 0 disciple, but to live in it, keep- 
ing ever thy mind out of it, unattachM, 

And ever fixed unto the Lord : 

For if thou so livest, and if thou art 
sincere in thy seeking, if thou art earnest, 

Verily, thou shalt find Him, yea, even 
here shalt thou find Him 1 
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134. "r"'' 
He can be seen inwardly : He can be 

SEEN OUTWARDLY ALSO. 

Behold, I meditate on the Lord with 
closed eyes, and my mind thinketh 
thoughts of Him : 

Lo, I shut my fleshly eyes, and the 
Lord shineth there in His Glory — within ! 

And when I open mine eyes, is He not 
here also ? and do I not behold Him every- 
where ? — 

Yea, in everything, in man and in beast, 
in tree and in bush, in the sun and in the 
moon, in the water and in the earth ? — 

^ behold, He is in every one, in every 
thing ! 

135. 

Non]e blesseth but the Lord. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, none but 
the Lord hath the Power to Bless ! 

136. 

The Perfected Man and the Saviour. 
Four stages there are, O disciple. 
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The gross, the subtile, the causal, and 
the Stage Beyond : 

And whm one reacheth the Stage Be- 
yond, the fourth stage, there is naught 
but Silence. 

Ah, speech cometh not there I 

And thence, I say unto thee, no man re* 
tumeth, 

Save he, the great one, the saviour, that 
<lescendeth into the flesh to help and teach 
mankind ! 

And he hath power to ascend as he 
liketh, even as he hath power to descend 
also, 

Like unto the son of the king thafeJi^th 
built unto himself a house of seven stones, 

And the house belongeth to the son als^, 
as it belongeth to the father, 

And the son hath power t^ go up even 
to the seventh story if he so liketh. 

And he can come down to the ground 
also when he listeth. 

But the ordinary, the common man, he 
hardly hath power to reach the first floor 
^even, that is, the ground-floOr of the man- 
«ion; 
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And if he,> the ordinary man, trieth 
hard and is diligent and persevering, he 
may reach even up to the topmost floor, 
the seventh story ; 

But there he remaineth through eter- 
nity, thence he cometh not back again 

Ta speak of the unspeakable wonders 
that there he seeth and heareth and f eel- 
eth and knoweth. 

And the son of the king, the lord of the 
mansion, always hath free and easy access 
to every one of the stories, even unto the 
topmost story. 

And he goeth up and cometh down 
a^ip as he listeth. 

Even so, I say unto you, the son of God, 
the Saviour oi mankind, he ascendeth 
to the superconscious state, the top- 
most story of the mansion of his Father, 

And he Jescendeth down to the ordi- 
nary and every-day world-consciousness, 
the lowest floor of the mansion, and even 
beneath it also, according to require- 
ments. 

And the ordinary mortal man, also, by 
hard application and humble and devout 
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supplication, is enabled to t^cb ev<Mi 
unto the seventb, the highest floor, 

But thence he cometh not back again; 


137 . 

The Saviour and the Perfected MAN^ 

Behold, the fountain of fire, a piece of 
fire- work that shooteth forth jets and 
flowers of fire; 

And lo, it sendeth forth red flowers, 
streams of red fire, and ceaseth : 

And, after a while, flowers of green firj|^< 
burst forth in jets and showers. 

And then, flowers of yellow and blue 
fires, and fires of divers other colours?' 

And the piece continueth its brilliaht 
and wonderful display for a long time. — 

Again, behold, there is another piece, 
another kind of the same fomtain of fire, . 

And when it is lighted, it at once burst- ; 
eth into a blaze and, anon, spendeth itself 
and is no more: 

And, verily, I say unto you, there is 
sometimes bom into this world a perfect 
man, and he is like unto the piece that 
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blazetb and sheddeth flowers of divers 
colours ; 


And he burneth and blazetb and 
adorneth and lighteth the world for a 
long time : 

And the ordinary man that striveth for 
perfection and attaineth it, he, verily, is 
like unto the piece that when fire touch- 
eth it, at once bursteth into a blaze and 
soon passeth away and is seen no more. 


138. 


^‘The devotee relinquisheth his fetters 

AND SOMETIMES HIS FETTERS ALSO 
RELINQUISH THE DEVOTEE. 

Eerily, I vsay unto you that it is not 
good to eschew the world in a fit of vio- 
lence and exasperation. 

And there be in this world two kinds 
of devotees, ' 

The devotee that is express and mani- 
fest, the devotee that is known and pro- 
claimed, — 

Yea, the devotee that proclaimeth him- 
self by his utter devotion; — 

And there is also, the hidden devotee, 
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the devotee that loveth to be unknoTO; 
and whom nobody even suspecteth of be- 
ing a devotee, 

And he, verily, liveth in the world. 

And it is meet for him that he giye up 
the world inwardly and not outwardly, 

And, when the time is ripe, 

Lo, all the fetters fall off of themselveSr 

And he is free ! 

139 . 


Wine and Devotion. 

The drinker drinketh wine and loveth 
it for it hath power to make him m ^me 
for some little time : 

But the man that steepeth his whole 
soul in utter devotion to the Lord, 

He, verily, revelleth in the rapture and 
ecstasy of Nature for ever and ever ! 

140 . 

Better ImptjiIe food and pure thought® 

THAN PURE FOOD AND IMPURE 
THOdfeHTS. 

Blessed is the man that feeleth the at- 
traction of the Lord, * 
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And it mattereth not to him what soii! 
of food he filleth himself with, pure or 
impure; — 

And, shame to him, that* toucheth 
naught but pure and holy food and drink, 
and ^et lusteth after the things of 4he 
world ! 


141. 

The Faith of the Little Child. 

Verily, I say unto you, when True 
Knowledge enlighteneth him, man be- 
holdeth all things instinct with Life. 

^JBfthold the little child chasing the 
glancing butterfly that flitteth from flower 
to flower. 

And the wind shaketh the flower-stem, 
and the butter-flv flitteth on and on, 

And the child entreateth the wind to 
be still, *and he speaketh in whispers, 
under his breath, lest the butterfly hear 
him. 

Saying, Be still, be’htill, 0 wind, I want 
to catch the butterfly ! 

And, verily, no one can reach the Lord 
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unless he have faith as sincere as the faith 
of this little child. 


142 . 

The Lord only Healbth. 

Verily, all medicines belong unto the 
Lord, 

Yea, He Himself becometh the physi- 
cian ! 


143 . 

All the Paths lead but to the Lord. 

Behold, yonder, the Church, the Tem- 
ple of the Lord, and behold, many and 
various are the ways and paths leading 
unto it. , 

Even so, I say unto you, there be divera 
ways and paths that lead unto the Lord, 

Yea, every Belief, every lleligion, every 
S3^stem of Faith and Worship is but a 
path that leadeth unto Him. 

But this also there is for all to ponder, 
— ^the clean path and the dirty path, — 
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And whether it be better not to tread 
the path that is unclean, 

But to walk upon the path that is clean 
and well-swept. 


144 . 

The Master revealeth Himself. 

Verily, I say unto you, many and divers 
are the paths that these feet have trodden. 

Yea, various are the systems of faith 
' and worship which this self hath seen and 
known : 

cr-^as, how sickening, painful and dis- 
gusting it is also to behold how people 
of one faith quarrel with those of 
another ! 

And ye are all mine own people, and 
there is no one here that is a stranger and 
an outsider : 

And, hearken ! I say this unto you, this 
much only have I known and under- 
stood — 

This, — ^that the Lord is the Whole, and 
I am but a part of Him, 
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That the Lord is the Master, and I am 
but His servant, 

That, sometimes, it appeareth to me, 
verily, this also, that He is I and I am 
He! 


145. 

The disciple must learn to love all. 

Thou sayest well, disciple, that hard it 
is for thee to love everybody. 

When it so happeneth that some 
disagreement hath arisen betwixt th^ 
and someone else, 

And thy mind wandereth and runneth 
astray, and feeleth discord and pain ; 

But this say I unto thee, if there be 
some misunderstanding betWixt thy- 
self and some other person, why should 
ye fall foul of each other ? 

Rather shouldst thou not hold converse 
with him in friendship, and love him ? 

But if he still be at daggers-drawn with 
thee, and fail to return thy love, 

U.E. 9 
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Then let the matter 0et out of thy mind, 
yea, think thou not of it at all, 

And, altogether forgetting it, seek re* 
fuge with the Lord, and & thy mind 
wholly upon Him. 

For why hath it been said that one must 
love all, but only because the Lord, verily, 
abideth in all? 

And if the wicked one turneth his face 
away from thee and consenteth not to 
hold friendly converse with thee, 

Thou shouldst, none the less, love him 
at a distance, and, if need there be, bow 
down unto him at a distance. 

For doth not the Lord abide in him 
ITso? 

And w'hy shouldst thou squander and 
spend fruitlessly the substance of thy 
mind which thou seekest to fix wholly unto 
the Lord,' 

Whom if thou attainest, thou, verily, 
attainest All ? 

And is it not great foolishness if one 
seek but to gain a part only, although the 
whole also be attainable ? 
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146 . 

Sagacity. 

A certain man desireth exceedingly to 
:acquire immense riches; 

And he also ardently desireth a long 
life together with the blessing of having 
heirs unto himself. 

And he fervently and ceaselessly pray- 
•eth unto the Lord for these three things ; 

And the Lord, pitying, appeareth unto 
him and sayeth, Verily, one boon, and one 
only, shall I grant unto thee, O suppliant. 

And the man asketh, O Lord, in Thine 
Infinite Mercy, grant me only this th^^^ 
all my days, I eat my food out of plates 
and cups of gold with children, grand- 
children and grandchildren’s children all 
around me ! 

Verily,’ an astute man is he, and his dis- 
oernment is keen : 

And he asketh for one boon, but he 
-gaineth three boons. 

Even so, disciple, be sagacious and 
ponder well. — Yea, seek only to attain the 
Lord ; 
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For, verily, if thou attainest Him, thoi:^ 
attainest all that thou desirest. 

147 . 

The Visible-Invisible Lord. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, it is quite be- 
coming to have faith in the Invisible* 
Lord ; 

And it is proper also to have faith in 
the Lord that is visible ; 

Yea, do I not behold Him even in the- 
harlot, even in the common woman of the 
town? 

And I say, Mother, Thou art even in the- 

'^fflbre ! 

Adoration unto Thee ! 

And I say, may ye have faith in the* 
Visible as well as in the Invisible, 

For who* can tell when and in what 
form the Lord will make Himself mani- 
fest unto vou? 

148 . 

Foolishness. 

How foolish, alas, is man ! 



RAMKKISHNA. 133 

He reaj^eth the scriptures a little,*— a 
little of this, a little of that, and he think- 
^th, Aha, know I not everything ? 

And, verily, I say unto you, he is like 
nnto the ant that creepeth to the foot of 
a mountain of sugar, 

And filleth its belly with one little 

f rain of sugar, and then creepeth back 
ome, holding with great difficulty, an- 
other grain of sugar in its mouth, 

Exclaiming, How delicious ! when next 
I come, I shall take back the whole moun- 
tain with me ! 


Beware of the Strange Woman. 

Beware, O pupil, I say, beware of the 
strange woman ; , 

Beware of her honeyed words and wily 
ways; 

For, verily, she eateth up thy sub- 
stance, — 

Yea, she devoureth thy very life; — 

Keep, therefore, aloof from her if thou 
tiruly desirest union with the Lord. 
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150 . 

The Superior Devotee. 

Verily, I say unto you, there be persontr- 
that commence searching after the Lord: 
even from their infancy : 

And they, verily, cry for the Lord even, 
as they cry for the mother, 

And such be of a class altogether 
separate. 

They go not near a strange woman lest^ 
the right attitude of the mind be pervert- 
ed, lest the mind itself walk awry. 

And lest degradation come unto them 
^Klld abide : 

And these, verily, I say unto you, be of‘ 
a high and superior order, 

And never a speck polluteth their 
purity. 


151 . 

Imposition of Femality Conquereth; 
THE Lower Nature. 

How thou mayest conquer the senses,, 
thou askest, how thou mayest subdue the- 
lust of the flesh ? 
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: 1 say unto thee, the sincere and 

earnest student verily imposeth femality 
on his own self, and so overcometh the 
lower nature. 

He adorneth his body with ornaments 
like unto a woman, and arrayeth him- 
self in female attire, 

And thus he is enabled to overcome the 
male nature that persisteth in himself. 

And if it so happen that he hath taken 
unto himself a wife, 

The wife, verily, becometh a sister un- 
to him; 

.^d, husband and wife, both are hand- 
maidens unto the Mother of All. • 

152 . 

Beware of the Strange Woman. 

Beware of the strange woman during 
the first stages of thy devotion and prac- 
tice, 0 disciple, 

And keep thyself afar off from her. — 

Yea, go not too near her even if 
she be a devotee, a pious woman : 
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For when thou climbest up the stairway 
on to the roof, thou hast to 1^ careful how 
thou swayest too much to the left or too 
much to the right, lest thou fall ; 

And if thou art feeble, verily, thou 
must hold on to a support to prop and 
sustain thy weakness. 

But the man that hath perfected him- 
self, 0 disciple, his case is altogether 
different. 

For he hath seen the Lord, he hath been 
enlightened with His Light, 

And what hath he now to shun, to be 
s^raid of? 

He hath reached on to the roof now, 
and he may now even dance and caper 
about in perfect safety. 

Which he could not while he was walk- 
ing up the stairway. 

And behold, he no more hath to shun 
that which, while coming up, he had care- 
fully to refrain from : 

And the roof, he findeth, is of the same 
brick and mortar as the stairway. 

Even so, my son, he that attaineth per- 
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fection and beholdeth the Lord and His 
Lrlory, 

He, verily, beholdeth the Divine Mother 
in the woman he had to avoid in the early 
days of his practice and devotion. 

And now he worshippeth her with joy 
as the Mother, and what hath he to fear ? 

Therefore, I say unto thee, first make 
thyself perfect, and then do as thou likest. 

153 . 

The Gross and the Subtle Bodies. 

When the soul, disciple, abideth in tile 
physical body, the body made up of food 
and drink. 

It goeth outward, cognizing gross ob- 
jects, and is attracted to the physical 
plane. 

Within is the subtile body composed of 
the desire-body, the lower mind-body and 
the higher, 

And in this also the soul abideth. 

Next, still more within, is the causal 
body, the body of bliss, and the soul, when 
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it dwelleth in this body, knoweth naught 
but bliss. 

And then, going deeper still, into the 
inmost recesses of Being, the mind is lost 
in the Mind, the Great Root Cause, 

Whence no intelligence cometh forth, 
whence no tidings are received. 

And this, verily, is the inward state, the 
innermost chamber of the heart, 

Of which it hath been said, close fast 
the gates and come within, for no strang- 
er cometh here. 


154. 

The Bodies and the Flame of the 
Lamp. 

'tif 

The earnest and sincere student com- 
pareth his bodies with the flame of the 
lamp : 

And thus he thinketh : 

The outermost part which is red is the 
gross body ; 

The white flame which is within it is, 
verily, the subtile body ; 
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And the inner-most part which appear- 
eth unto the eye as dark is the causal 
body. 

Thus, disciple, do thou also think and 
ponder. 


156 . 

When the Mind is Concentrated. 

The body, verily, becometh inert as a 
block of wood, O disciple, when the mind 
is truly concentrated, 

Yea, even birds think it to be inani- 
mate, for lo, they perch on the head and 
have no fear. 


156 . 

Meditation. 

Verily, 0 disciple, the mind ‘can be fix- 
ed in meditation even while the eye seeth,. 
even while tlie mouth speaketh ; 

As, when one that is afflicted with 
tooth-ache, seeth with his eyes and con- 
verseth with his mouth, 

Even while his mind intensely broodeth 
on the throbbing and agonising pain. 
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157 . 

^ Earnestness. 

Thou hast first to churn the milk, O 
disciple, if thou desirest to taste of the 
butter : 

And it serveth not thy purpose if, Jiit- 
ting in idleness, thou sayest, Lo, the butter 
is in the milk, yea, the butter is in the 
milk ; 

Even so, how canst thou find the Lord 
my son, by merely uttering the words, 
God is, God is ? 

Be thou, therefore, up and doing in 
right earnest, and ply thy task, 

Yea, walk the path and suffer not the 
grass to grow under thy feet till thou hast 
reached the goal. 

158 . 

The Lord and His Power are the Same. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Lord 
and His Power are One and the Same : 

And when He acteth not, He is God 
Unknowable; and when He acteth, that 
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is, manifesteth, He becometh the Power,, 
the Father, the Mother : 

For, doth not a man remain the same 
when he weareth an apparel, 

As when he bareth his body completely ? 
And, verily, I say unto you, all names 
and forms arise but out of the Sufficiency^ 
of the Lord. 


159 . 

Knowledge and Ignorance. 

And what is True knowledge, thou 
askest, O Disciple ? 

Verily, I say unto thee, It is Faiths 
earnest, sincere, devout, discerning and 
seeing Faith, that the Lord doeth and be- 
cometh all this ; 

That He only is thine own: yea, He^ 
verily, and no one else ; 

That all outward and visible and all 
inward and invisible properties ai'e His,. 

That houses, wealth, friends, family, 
children and all belong but to Him. 

And the notion, that is, illusion, that 
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this outward and little self, is the doer, 
and to it belong all this, — ^verily, this, and, 
naught else, is ignorance, for what else 
can ignorance be ? 


160 . 

None but the Lord is thine own. 

There lived a great Teacher and his 
disciple. 

And one day the disciple sayeth to his 
Master : Verily, 0 Master, my mother and 
my wife are really mine own : 

For do they not love me affectionately 
and tenderly, and am I not dear unto 
them, precious as the apple of the eye ? 

And behold, how it becometh all dark 
unto them whenever it so happeneth that 
I am, for some little time even, absent 
from their sight ! 

And the Master sayeth, Nay, thou art 
mivStaken, my son, and I will show it unto 
thee. 

And he giveth him a pill saying, Go 
home and swallow it and then lie down 
as if to sleep, 
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And soon thou shalt be as one dead, and 
thou shilt know and hear all that goeth 
on around thee, 

And 1 also shall be with thee. 

And the disciple goeth home and, swal- 
lowing the pill, lieth down to sleep. 

And lo, to all appearance he dieth, and 
there are weeping and wailing and loud 
lamentations in the house ; and, presently, 
the Master also arriveth in the guise of a 
physician : 

Weep not, dear lady, he sayeth to the 
mother, for, verily, thy son liveth, and he 
shall rise up again if somebody whom he 
knoweth to be his own will sallow this 
pill; 

And here thou art, his own dear 
mother, and thou, too, art here, his own 
dear wife. 

And surely, surely, either of'ye can do 
as I say, and help me to bring the dead 
man to life; 

But take warning, I say, that the one 
that swalloweth the pill dieth, and lie that 
is dead liveth again ! 

And the mother and the wife both cease 
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crying, and ponder and revolve the words 
of the seeming physician : • 

And the mother sayeth, Father, I have 
other sons and daughters also; and if, 
swallowing the pill, I die, who will look 
after them, who will take care of them, — 
alas, who will ? 

And the wife also maketh answer, Alas, 
alas, who will feed and clothe and wash 
these little helpless ones if I die ? 

For, verilv, what fate ordained hath 
come to i>ass ; but who will keep watch and 
ward over my little ones here when I am 
dead? 

Now, tlie disciple, who is inwardly con- 
scious of all that is happening around 
him, heareth and understandeth all that 
is passing : 

And now lie discerneth the truth, now 
he understandeth full well how it is that, 
really, none else but the Lord can be his 
“ own ” : 

And tlie Master calling him, he riseth 
as one from sleep, and, abandoning 
mother, wife and all, goeth forth to follow 
Him. 
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Therefore, I say unto you, seek — seek 
union with the Lord, and learn to love 
Him only as your own. 

For, verily, the world is but for a day, 
and there is nothing in it that is lasting 
and substantial. 


1G3. 

Knowledge and Love Compared. 

Mere passive discrimination cannot 
help thee in the finding of the Lord, O 
disciple ; 

Thou must yearn after Him and learn 
to love Him unceasingly in every thing, 
in every one ; 

Foi-, verily, I say unto you, mere know- 
ledge of Him is like unto the male, and 
hath access only to the ante-chamber of 
the House of the Lord : 

But Love for Him is like unto the fe- 
male, and hath free entry into the inner- 
most apartments of the Palace of Light. 


U.R. 10 
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162 . 

Establishment in the Truth, First. 

Before than canst be perfect, O dis- 
ciple, thy mind has to be firmly establish- 
ed in the Truth. 

And the Truth is this, There existeth a 
living connection betwixt thy self and the 
Lord, thy Self. 

And the man of the w’orld, verily, must 
know that the Lord is his Master and that 
he is His servant : 

And he must make his mind ever res- 
ponsive to this attitude, seeing that it is 
so proper and becoming, knowing that it 
is so delightful. 


• 163 . 

Hnion through Devotion. 

* 

Before the Fire of True Knowledge can 
light up the inmost recesses of thy self, 
O disciple, thou must learn to love the 
Lord intensely : 

And this very intensity of thy love, this 
active devotion, this ceaseless and ardent 
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•yeanling after Him, shall increase the 
thirst of thy soul; 

And it will awaken in thee the Serpent 
Fire whose Light eateth up all the dark- 
ness within; 

And Love groweth at last, Love so 
Vast and Immense, that the self is, as it 
were, overwhelmed by the Self, 

And Love at last findeth the Lord, Love 
knoweth the Lord — to be Itself : 

And this, verily, is union with the Lord 
through Devotion. 


164 . 

Union through Action. 

Hard, I say unto thee, 0 disciple, very 
hard it is to obtain union with the Lord 
by means of actions, the union through 
'Action ; 

For when, through action, perfection is 
reached, when the bud bursteth into 
bloom, ])ower is also attained; 

And then there groweth. verily, a con- 
sciousness of power, and this distracteth 
the mind : 
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Yea, it turneth the soul away from the- 
one Eternal End. 


165 . 

flow LONG IS PRACTICE OF DEVOTION 
NECESSARY ? 

How long is |)racti(.*e of devotion neces- 
sary, thou askest, O disciple? 

And, verily, I say unto thee, practice 
is not nec^CKsary vv’hen devotion hath come 
to live ill the mind unceasingly; 

Yea, devotional practices are no longer 
reqiiiied wlieu the mere utteiance of the 
Holy Name hringeth tears into the eyes 
and maketli the liairs of the body stand 
on end. 

For when the fruit cometh forth, the- 
petals wither away. 

166 . 

Work ceaseth when the Lord is found. 

Eehold, when a child cometh to live in 
the womb of the daughter-in-law of the* 
house. 
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The mother-in-law abateth her task, 
.'and maketli her household works and 
'duties lighter and lighter. 

And work for her ceasetli entirely when 
tlie time for childbii'tli is lipe. 

And then, afterwards, she doeth no 
work but attending to the baby of her 
’heart : 

Even so all woik ceaseth for the devotee 
Avlien he hath found his Beloved. 

, 167 . 

Heedful Earnestness. 

A^vake, arise and gird up thy loins^ O 
disciple. 

Make thy dispassion acute and impe 
tuous ; • 

Be not as one that hath no strength in 
him. 

And let tliy efforts be unceasing; yea, 
rise up every time that thou fallest, and 
go on with thy work. 

And thou askest, why ardency and 
•eagerness come not ? 
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Alas, it is because thv heart stilP 
cliensheth worldly desires and ambitions. 

Behold the husbandman, watering his 
plot from morning till evening, findeth at 
last that all the water hath been passing 
through fissures and holes, and not a drop 
of it hath reached his croj). 

Even so, my scm. all thy service and? 
adoration, alt thy ])rayers and fastings.. 
llow into the rents of lliy desires, and th\ 
soul is left dry and iiu watered. 


The Mind Compared to 'i he bent 

♦ Fishing-rod. 

Behold the tall and erect bamboo set (.>ii 
the water's edge, and the to]i of it in 
clineth to the \vater, for it hath been bent 
and fixed for the hooking of fish. 

Even vso thy mind, pupil, inclineth to- 
the world, for it desireth desires : 

And, like the bamboo, when set free, 
it springeth bark tall and erect, and' 
jiointeth upward to the sljy. 
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169 . 

The Mind, the Needle of the Beam anu 
THE Fj.AME of the LaMP. 

s -ii old, the needle of the henn» iuclin- 
to tlie weighte'’’ seal 

Fveii disciple, the » nd "aelineth to 
the world, weighted with grecvl and lust, 
arid from union falleth away. 

Mark the fiame of the lamp : how the- 
slightest breiiti.! ci wind maketh it to flick- 
e?- and tremble 

-\rid, verily, the mind, in communion 
with the Lord, hecometh as the flame of a 
lamj) in a windless place and gloweth 
steadilv. 


170 . 

One-pointedkesh. 

Verily, if thou de^irest to accomplish 
tliv ]>urposc, O disciple, thou must bring 
together all the fragments of thy mind, 

Thoii must call together all the parts 
of it that stray north and east and west 
and south. 
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And if thou demandest full ineasure. 
thou must also pay the full price. 

For the slightest hitch hindereth union, 
even as the slightest flaw in the wire im- 
pedeth the message. 

171 . 

Attainment of Bliss that never Fades. 

Saith a pupil : 

I am a man of the world, O Master; 
point out to me, I pray thee, the 
way to bliss and happiness that never 
fade. 

Saith the Master : 

Remain thou, then, a man of the world, 
O disciple ; it mattereth not. 

But do* thou perform all actions that 
fall to thy lot as unto the Lord, and not 
unto the self, and content thee with com- 
mitting the fruits thereof into His Hands. 

Desire nothing save what bringcth thee 
nearer unto the Self, and pray for the 
enlightenment o£ Love, — 

Yea, pray for Love, solicit Love, press 
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the Mother for Love and Devotion, clam- 
our for Love : 

For, verily, verily, the Mother is thy 
Mother in truth and not Mother in name 
•only. 


172 . 

Why the Mother Cometh not. 

Behold how the babe is well pleased 
and content with a red and glittering 
sucker : 

How he toyetli with it and smileth, how 
he eyeth it and sucketh it and smileth 
again and again. 

While the mother tarrietli away seeing 
that the little child disporteth peaceful 
and content. 

And lo, after a while, the Baby throw- 
eth the glittering siK^ker away, and 
crieth ; 

And the mother cometh anon, leaving 
all other work aside, and taketh up her 
fondling to her breast : 

Even so, O disciple, as long as thou 
ohoosest to remain content with the gew- 
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gaws Of the world, the Mother cometh not. 
unto thee. 


173 . 

The Ueedlessness of IVIan. 

Beh-oid, the grain-dealer hath large re- 
pertfTies of grains in his house. 

And he deviscth a means to protect 
these from the depradatioii of the swarm- 
ing mice : 

He layeth a platter of sweet morsels 
and savoury bits in a corner on the floor r 

And tlie sweet smell and the savour 
draw the mice together ; 

And they nibble and gnaw at the mor- 
sels and bits, and run back into their hole.s 
at the slightest noise; 

And then, one by one, they come out to 
gnaw and nibble again, until the morn- 
ing, and the large repertories are saved. 

Even so, O disciple, the mind of man 
flieth to the sweet and savoury inorsels 
and bits, the passing knick-knacks of the 
world, the toys of illusion ; — 



RAMKRISHNA. 


155 * 


Alas, he payeth no heed to the Reality^ 
he careth not to fill himself with the Sub- 
stance of the Lord. 


174 . 

Heed not the Words of the Fi.atterer. 

Pay no heed, disciple, to the speech of 
the flatterer, the honied words of the sy- 
cophant. 

For flatterers and toad-eaters conie^ 
unto the man of wealth as vultures flock 
around a carcase. 

And, verily, the rich man of the world' 
hath in him no pith and substance : 

Yea, he is as a basket of filth ! 

My lord, thou art a benefactor indeed., 
say his admirers; thou art a sage and a 
holy man, verily ! 

And lo, their fair speeches pufl him up- 
with pride, and he flieth into exaltation 
and leapeth up as the straight bamboo : 

Alas, alas, that he should keep company 
^vith flattering priests and divines ana 
listen unto their honied words ! 
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175 . 

The Worldling is a Slave. 

Verily, the worldling is, first, a slave 
unto lust; 

And, secondly, lie is a sla\"e unto greed ; 

And, thirdly, he is a slave unto his 
-office master : 

How, then, alas, can there be any pitli 
.and substance in him ? 


176 . 

Emptiness of all Outward Actions. 

What is there in all these, O my son, 
that thou shouldst wish to be a leadei' and 
a mediator? 

The so-callfed benefactions, the so-called 
'doing of good to tlie world, hast thou not 
had enough of them ? 

Fix tliou thy mind unto the Holy Feet 
of the Lord; for if thou attainest unto 
Him, thou attainest unto all these also. 

Before all else, therefore, direct thou 
the efforts of thy mind toward the I..ord 



RAMKRISHNA, 157 

thy Master, yea, cleave to Him with the 
whole interior of thy heart. 

-f 

j ^ 

Be Mad for the I^ord. 

Be mad with Love for the Iword, dis- 
ciple, for only so, verily, shalt thou attain 
true and real sanitv. 

178 . 

The Life is the Lord. 

They say, alas, that exi‘es.sivc thinking 
on God derangeth the wits and addleth 
the head. 

But, I say unto you. eaii (oatemplation 
of the Life produce death ? 

For, verily, the Lord is \he Eternal 
Fountain of Life and Knowledge, 

And all sensation comet h from Him, all 
life proceedeth from the Life — . 

And, the Life is the Lord. 

But excessive thinking of material 
objects certainly maketh the head giddy : 
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And one loseth the outward senses only 
when one is lost in the contemplation of 
Clod. 


179. 


The Direct Voice of God. 

Verily, tlie dii’eot voice of God cannot 
be heard in this iron-age. 

But the Lord sometimes speaketh 
throiigh the mouth of the little child, and 
through the mouth of the lunatic. 

180. 

What can Man Dt) ? 

Verily, 1 say unto you, man hath no 
])ower to become a saviour of his fellows 
but by the Gj ace of God ; 

And it is through His Grace only that 
the accumulated sin and ignorance of 
ages disappear in a moment. 

Even as a room that hath been dark for 
thousands and thousands of vears hecom- 
-eth lighted as soon as a light is brought 
into it. 
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Alas, what can man do? He can but 
speak out what he hath to say; but the 
issue lieth in the Lord’s Hands : 

liO, I have urged my points, s^^th the 
pleader to his client, and the decision now 
resteth with the judge. 

181 . 

The Path of Devotion is Easy Tread. 

Know ye what virtue is in its relation 
to wliat is called vice ? 

Verily, it is the Patli ; and it onjoineth 
alms-giving, offering of oblations to the 
departed, feeding the poor and other ac- 
tions of a like nature. 

But hard it is, very hai’d, O disciple, to 
tread the path of virtue and tf> pinTorm 
actions without desiring the fruits there- 
of : 

And it is because of this that they say. 
Better is the path of devotion. 

Behold, there was a cei tain rich -man. 

And one day he feasteth a hu ge number 
of people at his house in honoui* of depart- 
ed ancestors : 
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And a butcher cometh along that way^ 
and he hath with him a cow which he in- 
tendeth to kill for its meat ; 

And the cow is intractable, and the 
butcher* is sore fatigued with the toil of 
driving and dragging it along. 

And when he cometh near tlie rich man's 
house, he museth within himself. Ah, let 
me rest myself here a little while and have 
some refreshment also while I rest. 

And, they give imto him to eat. 

And when he is restored and refreshed, 
he goeth on his way taking along the cow 
with him. 

And lo. when he killeth the cow, the rich 
man also hath a share of the sin of killing 
it. 

Therefore, I say imto you, the path of 
devotion is easier than the path of action. 

f 

182 . 

Unceasing Exertion. 

If thou wdshest to get at a pot of gold 
buried deep underground, thou must dig 
for it and labour hard, O disciple. — 
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Yea, thou must sweat and strain every 
nerve and muscle, 

And thou must goon digging — digging, 
till thy pickaxe striketh the pot : 

And then, verily, joy and gladness come 
unto thee with the clinking sound, and 
thy happiness increaseth as the sound be- 
cometh more and more distinct. 

Therefore I say unto thee, thou must 
make unceasing exertion if thou desirest 
attainment. 

Go on preparing and qualifying thy- 
self, and, by and by, thou shalt attain 
Bliss. 


183. 


God ln Man. 


Verily, God disyiorteth Himself in the 
form of man :* 

And if the image of clay or stone suffice 
as a medium for His worship, why should 
not the living form of man ? 


U.R. 11 
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184 . 

How Devotion Discerneth God. 

Behold, how the rubbing of one piece of 
wood against another bringeth forth lire : 

Even so, disciple, intense devotion mak> 
eth God discernible even in the human 
form. 

And, verily, the devotee that is mad 
with Love for the Lord discovereth Him, 
beholdeth Him, even in the tree and in 
the grass : 

And, seeing the tree, he exclaimeth, Lo, 
how he standeth mute and immovable, in 
contemplation of God ! 

And, seeing the grass, he saith, Lo, how 
the thrilling touch of the Deity maketh 
the earth’s hair stand on end for joy in- 
effable ! 


185 . 

• ^ 

The Power of Thought. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Thinker, by 
his thought, transformeth himself into the 
object of his thought, 
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And by thinking of God he acquireth 
the substance of God. 


186 . 

Fix Bayonet — ('harce! 

Vei’ily thou caiisl not obtiain a vision of 
the L(»rd until thou hast gathered together 
-iill the scattered fragments of thy mind, 
disciple. 

Behold the earnest devotee on the Path : 
lie looketh neithe?’ to the left nor to the 
right — 

But incessantly he jii'esseth onward like 
the soldier that i^hargeth with fixed bay* 
•onet. 


187. 

l-NESS AND My-XESR. 

These, verily, be not censurable, O dis- 
ci] )le, — the ]-ness and My-ness of -devo- 
tion, * 

The I-ness and J\ly-neS8 of Wisdom and 
the I-ness and My-ness of the little child. 
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JFor the devotee that hath attained illu- 
mination, preserveth his I-iiess for the- 
teaching of mankind. 

And the I-ness of the little child hath 
no limit, for he standetJi and moveth be- 
yond the qualities : 

T>o, one moment lie Iiecometh angry, and 
the next moment his anger, eeaseth alto- 
gether ; 

l.,o, now he buildetli to liiinself a house- 
of cards with much la bom. and. soon 
after, forgetteth a4 about it ! 

Lo, now he loveth his playmates so dear- 

Iv. and soon after lie thinketh no more of 
« 

tfieni ! 

And hard, very hard it is. my .son, to 
elTaee this T-ness entirely : 

And as it goeth not away, let it remain 
as the “ I,’* of the servant, the " T ’* of 
the devotee : 

.\nd this “ I,” verily, is as the jar im- 
mersed in the ocean, and there is water- 
within and without ; 

And still the^ separateness remaineth 
and will remain as long as the v^^ssel con- 
tinueth to be : 
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But it is another matter when the jar 
is broken and ceasetli to be, 

For then the drop is lost in the ocean, 
.-and the ocean niergeth into the drop. 

188 . 

The polluted mind cannot compre- 
hend THE Lord. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, the mind that is 
])olluted by the enjoyments of the flesli, 

That mind <oinprehendeth not the 
Deity, and ^ er y hard it is to make it pure 
•again : 

For the stink of the garlic persisteth in 
the cii]i in which its juice hath been kept, 

And goeth not. and still remainetli, 
though it he scoured a bundled times or 
more. 

Ah, how ( an fresh milk be poured with- 
out fear of sjioiling it into an earthen pot 
in which curds have been kept? 

Ah, how can the worshipper ofler unto 
the Deity a mango that hath been peeked 
aind part-eaten by a cro\v ? 
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181 ). 

Frivolity ceaseth when the Lord- 

IS SEEN. 

Behold the audience at tiie theatre when* 
tlie curtain hath not yet l isen and the per- 
formance hath not begun : 

How much prattle there goeth on among, 
them, and how thev all talk about all 
matters concerning the cvei vdav world ; 

And lo, after a. while, the curtain is up, 
and all talk ceaseth at once. 

And all eycvS, all ears are now turned to 
the performance itself : 

And when after long intervals any one- 
speaketh to his neighbour. 

He speaketh only of some matter re- 
lating to the play and of nothing else : 

Even so, O disciple, all vain and frivo- 
lous talk are unpleasant to him that 
hath, seen the Lord and is immersed iu' 
His Joy. 
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190 . 

Few Ken the Lord when He Cometh 

TO TEACH. 

Verily, I say unto you, it is given unto 
few to be able to make out the Lord 

When He descendeth among men to 
teach and to point out the way. 

191 . 

Wanted — Constancy and One- 

POrNTEDNESS. 

Rarely, alas, Jiath tiie man of the world 
time to turn fiis mind to the Lord. 

There is a certain man, and he looketh 
about for a competent person to read to 
him the Scriptures of his religion ; 

And a friend sayeth unto him, Verily, I 
know of such a one, but he hath no leisure. 

For he hath much work to do on his 
farm, and hath his fields to till’and to 
plough : 

And the man that is in search of a 
reader, sayeth, Verily, verily, O friend, 
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I seek not a reader that tilleth and 
plougheth, but a reader that readeth the 
^riptures. 


192 . 

First understand — then teach. 

There is a certain learned man, a re- 
citer of the Holy Scripture.s, and daily he 
reciteth before the king; 

And everyday when the recital is ovei*, 
he sayeth to the king, O king, hast thou 
understood ? 

And the king sayeth in reply, Verily, 
O learned one, do thou first understand 1 

And, returning home, he daily ponder- 
eth the words of the king, 

And, being a devotee and a lover of the 
Lord, he realizeth their signification at 
last : 

And then he goeth no more to recite the 
Scri})tures before the king. 

And sendeth 'ivord to him saying. Now 
have 1 understood, O king. 

And he relinquisheth the world and be- 
cometh a recluse. 
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193 . 

Purity alone Comprehendeth the Lord. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, pure and 
intense Love for the Lord oometh not but 
to the pure mind in a pure body. 

194 . 

Hate not the Sinner. 

Verily, it is not meet, O disciple, that 
thou shouldst hate the sinner, as he is call- 
ed, the man that giveth himself up entire- 
ly to the world and its gross pleasui’cs and 
occupations : 

And if thou desirest to make a just and 
true estimate of him, verily, thou shouldst 
call Wis<loni and True Knowledge to thy 
help : • 

For tile Lord Himself hath become 
everyljody and everything thou seest 
around thee ; 

And Ilis Substance abideth the same in 
the pure and chaste lady of the household 
as in the fallen woman, the common har- 
lot. 
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195 . 

Alas for the Worldling ! 

Alas, alas, that so many should there 
be that run after vain and worthless 
things ! 

Alas, that these should )>e so unwilling 
to give up lust and greed ! 

Alas, that the frail chaims of woman 
should fascinate them, the glamour of 
wealth overpower them ! 

Ah, vet'ily, verily, they know not, they 
understand not the Beauty and the Power 
of the Lord ! 


196 . 

Better Death than Slavery. 

T had rather hear, O disciple, that thou 
hast immolated thyself for tlie sake of the 
Lord, 

Than that thou servest another for the 
sake of thy belly ! 
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197 . 

I Came to the King — ^Not to a Beggar 
Like Myself ! 

During the reign of a certain king, 
there lived a hermit in a forest close to- 
the city. 

And people flocked to liim in thousands 
to hear him speak of God. 

And one day he thinketh in his mind, 
Lo, so many guests daily come to my hut. 

And I have not wherewithal to feed 
them, I have no houses to lodge them. 

And he goeth to the palace to ajsk money 
of the king. 

And the king welcumelh him, saying. 
Lucky indeed aie we, O father, that thou 
hast graced us with thy holy visit ! 

I pray thee, wait for a little while, while 
T say my prayers, and p?e.sently I shall 
be at thy disposal. 

And the king sayeth his prayers, and 
the hermit heareth what he sayetli unto* 
the Lord : 

Give unto us, I pray Thee, O Heavenly 
Father, grant unto us health and wealth* 
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und power, give nnto us ever more and 
more riches, ever more and more money ! 

And the hermit hearing this riseth to 
depart. 

But the king hath now finished his 
firayers, and he stoppeth him, saying. 
Why dost thou go away, holy father, 
without saying that which thou didst 
•come to me to say ? 

Verily, O king, sayeth the hermit, 
I came to the King an(i not to a beggar 
like myself ! 


198 . 

The World is Agreeable to the 

WoRlvDLING, NOT TO THE PURE. 

Verily, ■ the din Jind clangour of the 
world are not agreeable to him whose 
mind is filled with the quality of Light, 
the White quality : 

As, when thunder roareth overhead, 
the peals affect not the heav}’^ things in the 
house, but the windows rattle and shake. 
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199 . 

Simply hold with the Lord. 

Verily, the woild is a pitfall to the 
beginner, a veritable wilderness to the in- 
experienced student. 

But he that holdeth on to tiie Lord as 
his Sole Support, hath naught to fear 
from it : 

And to him it bccometh even as a hall 
of pleasures, for he caretlj not at all for 
it, and eateth and drinketh and is merry. 

Behold the Adepts, the Masters of old : 
how they enjoyed its })]easiires, how they 
basked in its sunshine. 

And yet, how they skilfully avoided its 
torments and tortui'es and glooms ! 

Tlierefore, I say unto thee, Fear not, 
despair not, but .simplv hold with the* 
Lord ! 

And if it be a wilderness of thorns,, 
what then ? 

Put on thy shoes and — ^Forward ! The- 
skilful and expert player hath nothing to- 
fear anvwhere and anywhen. 
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200 . 

Tell me, Thou, the Truth ! 

Wrangling and discussion, verily, can 
never be congenial to the mind of the 
-earnest and sincere devotee : 

And when dissension ariseth, within or 
without, he weepeth and crieth to the 
Mother, — 

Saying, This one sayeth thus, and that 
<one speaketh diffeieiitly, O my Mother, — 

Tell me, Thou, the Truth ! 

201 . 

Love. 

That love is one-sided, 0 disciple, 
which proceedeth not from both the lover 
.and the beloved : 

As, veril}^ the duck needeth the water, 
but the watej' standeth not in need of the 
duck. 

And the common love of the woi ld 
careth not for the well-being of the be- 
loved, and it needeth happiness for itself 
;alone : 
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But, Come, let us both enjoy and let us 
both be happy ! — this is love proper and 
balanced. 

And the Love that sayeth to the Belov- 
ed, Be Thou Happy ! I care not for my 
«elf — this is Love indeed. Love of the 
highest order, verily. 

202 . 

The “ 1 ' OF Ignorance — the “ I ” of 
Knowledge. 

Lo, how lie holdeth his head high, how 
he looketh big, — the man that only reason- 
eth and aigueth concerning True Kno>v- 
ledge, that is, Light ! 

But, verily, arrogance and high notions 
vanish when the Light of True Know-- 
ledge shineth in the heart. 

And, 0 disciple. True Knowledge illu- 
mineth not until the super-conscious state 
hath been reached, until unity with the 
Lord hath been felt. 

For where is the shadow of the observer 
when the sun hath reached the zenith ? 

Even so, ^vhen True Knowledge hath 
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been attained, I,” the shadow, disax>- 
peareth entirely. 

And if, thereafter, some faint sem- 
blance of the " I,” the self, persisteth, 

That “ T," verily, is not of ignorance 
buf of Knowledge, — 

It is the t " of the servant, the “ 1 
of the devotee. 


203. 

K Ni) w I , EDGE — Devotion . 

Veiily, I .say unto you. Knowledge and 
Devotion, both, lead but to the Lord. 

And tl'.e man of Knowledge, the man 
of Devotion, each beholdeth Him from 
his own standpoint : 

One seeth Him as Light, 

The other feeleth Him as Love. 


204. 

Reality — Unrealit y . 

Saith the pupil : 

Say. O Master, how it can be that God 
is the only Truth, the one Reality, 



RAMKRISHNA. 


177 


But that His Creation is unreal ? 

Saith the Master : 

Thou hast said well, O disciple, 

For, verily, it is good to say. The Lord 
is the Master, and I am His servant. . 

And, as long as this body seemeth to 
be real, 

As long as the idea of “ 1 ” and 

Thou ” persisteth in the mind, 

8o long, verily, relation with the Lord 
as between Master and servant is the 
one that is seemly and becoming, 

And the thought of unity with Him, 
.the thought that “ I am He,” is impro- 
per, » 

Yea, it is mere fancy, mei e conceit, and 
nothing else. 

And the view’ of a room which one ob- 
taineth from one side of it is as correct 
as the view that is obtained from its 
centre. 

205. 

» 

From Without, Within, and 
Vice-versa. 

Verily, when from without he proceed- 
u.R. 12 
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eth within, the pupil faileth to compre- 
hend the way of the Lord : 

But it all cometh to be known and un- 
derstood by him as he goeth from within, 
outward, 

As one, stripping, layer after layer, 
the bark of the plantain tree, cometh to 
the pith at last, 

And then he findeth that the bark is 
one thing, and the pith an(»ther. 

And yet, this also becometli to him evi- 
dent, at last, 

That the barh is of the pith as the pith 
also is of the bark. 

And then he know,eth and understand- 
eth that the Lord Himsel f becometh these 
four and twenty elements; 

That, verily, the Lord Himself beoom- 
eth Man, 


206 . 

Three Kinds of Devotees. 

There are three kinds of devotees in 
the world, disciple : the good, the indif- 
ferent and the inferior. 
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The inferior devotee sayeth, Lo, yonder 
is God : 

And he thinketh of the Lord as separ- 
ate from His cieation. 

The indifferent devotee sayeth, the Lord 
is within : he seetii Him as abiding in 
his heart. 

And the good devotee lindetb the I^rd 
everywhere : above, around, below, 

within, — 

Yea, to him, everywhere and every- 
thing teemeth with the Lord. 

207. 

Of Disciples. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, the Master giv- 
eth instruction to his disciples,* to each 
according to his taste, to each according 
to his capacity of comprehension : 

For each man hath his own taste which 
is peculiar unto himself, — 

As to one man the soup of fish suiteth 
well, while another deliehteth in eating 
fried fish, 
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And a third preferreth fish cooked with 
tamarinds. 

And each man, likewise, hath his own 
capacities : 

And the master, accordingly, first 
teacheth his pupil to shoot at a broad 
mark ; 

And then he teacheth him to shoot at a 
small mark, and, at last, to shoot at a 
flying bird. 


208 . 

Of Knowledge. 

‘‘ The fuel containeth fire.” 

This knowledge, verily, is simple and 
small knowledge. 

But the knowledge together with the 
craft and the power of cooking food with 
it and of giving nourishment to the body 
by the eating of the food. 

This, verily, is the greater, the larger 
knowledge. 
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^ 209 . 

Ignorance and Knowledge, both 

MUST GO. 

Verily, ignorance and knowledge, both 
thou must throw away if thou desireet to 
reach the goal, O disciple. 

As when a thorn hath entered the sole 
of one’s foot, one hath to procure another 
thorn with which to remove the one that 
is in the sole; 

And when the embedded thorn hath 
been taken out, one throweth away both it 
and the other one that was procured. 

Even so, disciple, wh^ ignorance hath 
been removed by means of knowledge, 
knowledge also hath to be thrown away : 

For lo, then cometh the Greater Know- 
ledge, Peace ! 


210 . 

The World Likened to the Acetic 

SOUR-BALL. 

Desist from all talk concerning the 
world and its ways, O disciple, 
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And let not one word come out of thy 
mouth that pertaineth not to the Lord : 

Yea*, flee from the congregations of 
wordly men, 

For, hast thou not lived in the world 
long enough to realize that it is all an 
empty show, 

That the I*ord is the only Reality, and 
that all else is nothing ? 

And t hat, verily, the world is like unto 
the acetic Soiir-ball, all stone and skin, 

And which, eaten, setteth the teeth on 
edge, and, at last, induceth colic. 

211 . 

The World Like a Mixture of 
Sand and Sugar. 

Verily, 0 disciple, this world is like 
unto sand and sugar mixed together. 

Be thou as the ant, therefore, and, col- 
lecting the sugar only, leave aside the 
grains of sand. 

So set thou apart a lone place for con- 
templation of the Lord, and for medita- 
tion : 
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For only meditation enableth one to 
pick up the grains of sugar and leave 
aside the sands. 


212 . 

Is THERE Rebirth after Death? 

Saith the disciple : 

Is there rebirth after death, O Master? 

Saith the Master : 

Put thy question to the Lord, dis- 
ciple, 

And, verily, He will tell thee all about 
it if He will.' 

For, if thou wishest to know how many 
houses and mansions the rich man pos- 
sesseth. and how much money he hath in 
the banks. 

Thou must, first, make the acquaintance 
of the rich man himself. 

And he will tell thee all that thou de- 
si rest to know about him and his ; 

Even so, find thou the Lord first : for 
it is not well that thou shouldst seek to 
know of these things before that. 
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213. 

How THE Worldling could be freed 

FROM SINS. 

Man is but a sinner, 0 Master, saith 
the disciple, 

And many be the im])ious and wicked 
acts that he committeth in the world : 

How then, alas, can lie ever hope to find 
the Lord ? 

Yea, disciple, thou sayest well, answer- 
eth the Master : 

But before it be time for him to leave 
the physical body, man may, if he list, 
practise devotion unto the Lord. 

How then could sin touch him if, prac- 
tising devotion, he departed this life? 

For though it verily be the very nature 
of the elephant that he soileth his body 
immediately after a bath, 

Yet spruce and tidy he remained h per- 
force. if his keeper stalleth him after 
Avashing. 
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214 . 

The Wordling — ^and the Devotee. 

Tell me, O Master of Compassion, 
asketh the disciple, tell me, why doth the 
mind soar high at one time, and then, 
anon, it stoopeth low ? 

Sometimes high, sometimes low, verily, 
O disciple, this is the way of the world, 
saith the Master in reply : 

And devotion, now it welleth up in the 
heart, and now it ebbeth away. 

And of this rise and fall, I say unto 
thee, the causes are the lust and the greed 
that abide in the world. 

Behold, the fly sitteth now on sweat- 
meats, and now on filth and dung; — 

Even so the mind of the worldly man 
turneth to the Lord at one time. 

And soon after it hankereth after 
creature-comforts and earthly consola- 
tions. 

But the mind of the devotee who hath, 
relinquished the world is always fixed 
unto the Lord : 
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And ever earnest, ever sincere, he think- 
eth of naught, but the Lord : 

And, verily, he is like unto the honey- 
bee that loveth to sit on flowers, only on 
flowers, my son. 


215 . 

Generosity and Stinginess. 

Verily, I say unto you, it is only Lust 
and Greed that make the world what it 
is. 

And men there be that hold money 
dear and precious as the blood of the 
heart : 

And there be like unto them men that 
erect ridges all around their little plots 
of paddy-l/ind to hold the water in : 

.\nd lo. the force of the current break- 
eth the ridges, and the plots become dry 
and einj>ty and arid. — 

Ihit there be those also that erect not 
ridges on one side, and leave it open, pav- 
‘ irig the surface with cakes of turf ; 

And the water floweth in and out, de- 
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positing rich silt on the little plots and 
increasing the crop tenfold. — 

And like unto these there be that put 
their wealth to good use, spending it in 
alms-givings and in the service of the 
l.ord : 

And, verily, they ?ea}) the rich harvests 
of their kind, noble and benevolent ac- 
tions. 

216 . 

The Worth of Woman. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, no mort- 
al man hath discrimination and judgment 
competent to conjecture the worth of 
woman. 

To appraise her, and to pay the regard 
that is due unto her, until he hath seen 
the Lord, until his heart is enlightened 
with His Light. • 

217 . 

The Worth of Woman. 

♦ 

Know ye not that to the eye of the earn- 
est and sincere devotee. Womanhood re-, 
presenteth the Motherhood that per’\;;ad- 
eth the Universe? 
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218 . 

The Body but a Frame of 
Wickerwork. 

Verily, to the eye of the Seer his body 
appeareth but as a frame of wickerwork 
protected with a covering, 

And he knoweth the Power that abid- 
eth in it, the Ruler within that moveth 
it; 

Or as a pumpkin devoid of core and 
of seeds, and of which the inside is empty 
and clean. 

And no desire he knoweth, no attrac- 
tion he feeleth, and is ever serene and joy- 
ful, 

And, all, within and without, before 
him, there stretcheth the shoreless Ocean 
of Intelligence that is Bliss. 

219 . 

Knowledge of God the only 
Knowledge. 

, Verily, verily, I say unto you, he only 
hajh knowledge, he only knoweth that 
knoweth the Lord, 
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And he that knoweth Him not, he 
knoweth nothing, yea, he is blind and 
ignorant. 

220 . 

iMAGE-WORSHfP. 

Verily, verily, J say unto you, when 
one worshippeth the Lord in the form of 
an Image, he wonshippetli not the image 
without, 

But he worship])eth the Image within, 
the Image made of the stuff of tlie mind 
after the Image that is without. 

221 . 


Presume not to Teach. 

Who art thou, disci j)le, that thou 
shouldst presume to teach the world, say- 
ing. verily, it is not good to •worship an 
idol or an image ? 

For, verily, 1 say unto you, it is ever 
only the Lord Himself that teaoheth, the 
Lord that made the world, the Lord that 
made the sun and the moon ; 

I 

The Lord that made man and all creat- 
ed things; Yea, He that ever findeth them, 
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every one, the wherewithal to satisfy 
hunger ; 

He that made father and mother and 
filled their breasts with affection and 
love — 

Yea, it is He that ever hath taught, it 
is He that ever will teach the world ! 

And is He not Omniscient, doth He not 
know that the devotee calleth not unto the 
Idol or unto the Image, but unto Him 
only ? 

And. verily, verily, His worship even 
through an Idol oi“ an Image pleaseth the 
l..ord. 

Presume not therefoie, O disciple, to 
teach the world, but do thou try and teach 
thyself, do thou try and attain Know- 
ledge and Devotion and Love. 

222 . 

Image-Worship a Necessity. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, the worship of 
,the Lord even through an Idol, even 
through an Image, is sometimes a neces- 
•sity : 
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For, hath He not Himself arranged 
it?— 

Yea, He, to Whom belongeth all the 
Universe, even He, the Father, giveth 
everything unto His children. 

And to each according to his capacity 
to hold and to contain, giveth He, — 

Even as the mother giveth of food to 
each one of her children according to bis 
stomach and inclination. 


2*23. 

How TO C'oNguER Restlessness of 
Mind. 


How can the lestless mind be fixed un- 
to the Lord, thou askest, 0 disciple? 

And verily, 1 say unto the^, it can be 
done by the constant utterance of His 
Holy Name and by incessantly dwelling 
on His Grace; 

And by associating with the go^ and 
the holy sometimes, for an uninterrupted 
connection with the outward world draw-* 
eth the mind away from the Lord ; 
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And also sometimes, but regularly, 
dwelling in a sequestered place, ihe world 
forgetting, by the world forgot. 

For by these methods must thou safe- 

f uard thyself if thou wishest to grow in 
evotion, if thou desirest to enrich thy- 
self with grace, 

As the tree, when it is but a sa})liiig, a 
little and a tender thing, requireth the 
protection of a fence lest cows and goats 
browse it away. 


224 . 

Meditation. 

Meditate upon the Lord wdth intent- 
ness in a secluded corner, or in the reces- 
ses of a forest, 0 disciple, 

And try incessantly to discern the real 
from the unreal, realizing that the Lord 
only is Real, the Eternal Substance that 
endureth throughout ; 

And that all else is unreal, that is to 
say, uncertain and passing. 

And as, pondering, discernment en- 
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lightenetb thee, do thou inwardly aban- 
don all that thou iindest to be unreal. 

225. 

How Safely to Live in the World. 

Thou askest how thou mayest safely live 
ill the world, disciple ? 

Hearken and remember : 

Perform all actions that offer them- 
selves to thee to be performed, but with 
thy mind wholly fixed unlo the Lord. 

Live with thy parents, with thy wife 
and children, and give thyself up to the 
rendering of all service unto them, and 
according to the measure that i.s due unto 
each, as if they were all thine own, thy 
“ ownest own,” 

Yet knowing and remembering all the 
while that the i*elation and connection 
between them and thvself are uhreal, not 
lasting and permanent. 

226. 

Live Like the Tortoise. * 

Live in the world, disciple, even as the 
tortoise livetb in the water, but hath its 

U.R. 13 
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mind always dwelling upon the spot on 
shore where it hath lain its eggs : 

hven so do thou perform all actions in 
the world, but keep thy mind ever fixed 
unto the Lord. 

227 . 

Take not to the World before 
Enlightenment hath Come. 

If tliou takesL to the w^orld, disciple, 
before tluni hast attained enlightenment 
and self-knowledge, before thou hast 
learnt to love the Lord, 

Thy fetters will become tighter and 
tighter, and dangers and sorrows wdll 
ovei’whelm thee : 

And the more thou thinkest of the 
world, tlie more thy fondness for it will 
grow. 

228 . 


Learn Reverence and Love before 
Entering the World. 

Anoint thy palms with the oil of i ever- 
ence and love before thou takest the world 
in thine hands, 
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Even as one, before he openeth a jack- 
fruit, must smear his hands with oil, lest 
the sticky milk of the rind clam and clog 
^is fingers. 


229 . 


Reverence Cometh tn Silence. 

Verily, Revereiu'e, that is, Love, cometh 
in silence and loneliness, even as milk 
setteth in repose; 

And the curd yieldeth butter only if 
it be- churned in a quiet place .and in the 
nearly morning. 


How the Mind Gaineth and Loseth. 

Behold, how the mind gainelh in re- 
verence and dispassion when it dwelleth 
upon the Lord in silence and apart ; 

And lo, how it shrinketh and recedeth^ 
if the world raaketh it captive,— the 
world where thoughts of lust and greed 
^^revail. 
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231. 

Mix not with the Wori.d before 
Enlightenment. 

Verily, O disciple, the world is like* 
unto water and tlie mind is like untO'* 
milk : 

And if thou pourest tJ»e one into the 
other, both commingle and unite, and the 
mixture yieldeth not pure milk again. 

But if thou settest the milk into curd 
and churnest it, thou cnnst get butter, 
verily, 

And butter mixeth not with water but 
Hoateth on it. — 

Even so, disciple, do thou secur e, before 
all else, the butter of levereirce and self- 
know'ledge : 

For so thy mind will not be commingled 
with the 'world and made one with it; but 
will aye remain separate and will float 
u])on it. 

^ 282. 

Practise Discrimin.\tion. 

Verily, it is urgent, O disciple, that 
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&hou shouldst ponder the vanities of the 
world always, 

Trying always to realize that the Lord 
is the only Substance, the Truth. 

Ah, wJiat is money? It procureth thee 
food, drink and raiment, and buildeth 
ihee a house to live in for a little while : 

But never, neA^er can it take thee unto 
:the Lord : 

And, verilv, money therefore cannot be 
the end and aim of life : 

And thus is discrimination practised. 

Ponder thou, therefore, thus : 

Money is naught, and what is there in 
the bodj^ of a beautiful woman that it 
should attract one so much ? 

Surely, surely, it is naught but bone and 
flesh and fat ; and it is filled wi^i all sorts 
<of filtli and im])urities always : 

Alas, why should man love to dwell in- 
wardly on such a body, forgetting the 
Lord, the Beautiful Dweller within? 



198 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


233 . 

Who Crieth for the Lord? 

V^erily, man sheddeth cupfuls of tears- 
for wife and child ; 

And lo, for monev, his tears inundate 

V 

the world ! 

But alas ! who crieth for the Ix>rd ? 

234 . 

Love. 

The love of the worldling for his- 
money ; the mother s love for Ler child ; 
and the love the chaste wife beareth unto, 
lier husband; 

All these together do thou acquire, O 
disciple, and unite them in thine hefirt, 

And pour the whole on to the Feet of 
the Lord, if thou desirest to reach unto' 
Him. 


235 . 

Shun the Wicked. 

The Lord, verily, abideth in all, in the- 
good and also in the wicked : 
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But while everybody delighteth in as- 
sociating with the good, the wicked are 
shunned even from a distence : 

And who embraceth the tiger, even 
though the Lord be in him also? 


236 . 

Render Honour unto All as unto the 

Lord. 

A Master taught his pupils : 

Know and remember, my sons, that 
ALL that existeth is the Lord, verily, 

And, knowing and remembering this, 
ye shall always render honour unto all. 

And one day, after this, one of the dis- 
ciples hath occasion to go out of the her- 
mitage of the master, abroad,* 

And as he goeth along on his way, he 
heareth a great tumult and shouting, and 
some one crieth out loudlv ; 

Be off, be off, all ye that be on the road, 
for lo, a mad elephant cometh along ! 

And the disciple, pausing, musetb 
within himself, Why, the Lord abideth in 
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me^ and the Lord abidetb in the elephant 
also : 

Why should I be off? Why should 1 
j’un away ? 

And he standeth his ground. 

And the elephant coming nearer, the 
driver who sitteth on his neck, shouteth 
out to him, Begone ! 

But the disciple moveth not, and the 
elephant, coming up to him, dasheth him 
aside with his trunk : 

And he is sore hurt, and they bear him, 
as one dead, to the hermitage where he 
recovereth after a while, and reporteth to 
the Master all that hath happened : 

And the master sayeth unto him : 

Verily, O disciple, the Lord is in thee 
and in the elephant also, 

And, thinking so, thou didst not move 
away. 

But why didst thou pay no heed to the 
warning of the Lord telling thee to be 
gone through the mouth of the driver ? 



BAMKRISHNA. 


201 


237 . 

Shun the Wicked. 

Verily, all water is the Lord, sayeth the 
Scripture. 

liut behold, some water is considered 
holy, and is used in worship at the altar ; 

And some water is used for drinking 
purposes, and is considered pure and 
wholesome ; 

And there is water also that is unfit 
for drinking, unpotable, unwholesome, 
though it may be good for washing clotlies 
only ; 

And there is water again that is filthy, 
and not fit for the washing of clothes 
even, and may not be touched. 

Even so there be in the world both 
saints and sinners, good men and wicked 
})eople, and the Lord abideth in them all. 

And remember, my son, that whilst 
one may freely associate with, the saint 
and the good man. 

Is it not impossible to have outward • 
•dealings with the wicked, is it not dan- 
gerous even to talk to them ? 
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And, verily, one must outwardly al~ 
ways keep aloof from such people. 


238 . 


Injure not nor be Injured. 

Verily, O disciple, thou shouldst not in- 
jure any one even if that one doeth harm 
unto thee : 

But surely, if thou livest and mo vest in 
the world, if thou art a householder. 

Thou must take all measures to make 
thyself feared and respected, lest the 
wicked molest and hinder thee; 

And it is not fit and proper that thou 

shouldst barm one because thy mind fear- 

eth that one mav do harm unto thee. 

« 

239 . 

Hiss ! — Bur Strike not ! 

There liveth a fierce and venomous 
snake in a hole in a corner of a certain 
field; and the people thereabouts dread 
him verv much. 

And the cowherds that tend their cattle 



BAMKRISHNA. 


203i 


near about the place are afraid even to 
pass by the spot where the snake dwelleth. 

And lo, one day, a saint is travelling, 
that way, and the cow-herd boys warn 
him, saying, 

Father, go not tliat way, for a fierce 
snake liveth yonder, and he will bite thee 
unto death. 

But the saint heedeth tliem not, but 
goeth on, and lo, the snake attacketh him, 
raising himself with hood expanded, 
ready to strike : 

And at that instant the saint upraisetb 
his right hand and blessetli him, 

And his power abaslieth the snake, and 
lie cowereth down to worship at his feet. 

And the holy one, he giveth him to see, 
and initiateth the cobra into the mysteries 
of the Path, and, advising h*im to desist 
from doing any harm to any living being,, 
departeth on his way. 

And the cobra imposeth on himself the' 
vow of harmlessness, and soon the news 
spreadeth around that the snake has losfr 
his venom and the power to strike, andi 
that he can do no harm any more ; 
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And, fearless, the cowherd boys go up 
to the snake, and play with him by hold- 
ing him uj) by the tail ; 

And one day a wicked boy dasheth him 
to the ground, which bruiseth him griev- 
ously, 

And the j)oor snake creepeth into his 
hole and cometh not out by day any more 
for very fear. 

Then one day, the saint, his Master, re- 
iturning, ])asseth that way, and he calleth 
out to him, saying, Where art thou, my 
son ? t 'Ome forth ! 

And the snake issueth forth from his 
hole at the call of his Master who, seeing 
his sorry condition, inquireth the cause of 
his miseries. 

And tlie Master sayeth unto him : 

Verily, my son, I told thee not to bite 
uiiid injure any one : but 1 did not say un- 
to thee, Do not hiss. 

And thenceforward, the snake, taking 
the hint and following the advice of his 
j Master, liveth in peace, happy and un- 
molested. 

Ali 
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240 . 

Diversity in Creation. 

Various are the kinds of beings and 
animals, trees and plants, in this created 
universe, O disciple. 

And some of them are good and some 
bad. 

And among animals there are feroci- 
ous beasts also, such as the tiger and 
others. 

And there are trees that bear fruits 
sweet as nectar, and there are trees that 
bring forth fruits that kill. 

Even so, there are men both good and 
bad; and there are the Saint and the 
sinner, the devotee and the vvoi*ldling. 


241 . 


The Four Kinds of Souls. 

Four are the kinds of souls in thi» 
world, 0 disciple : the worldling, the 
freedom-desiring, the free and the per^* 
feet. 
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And the worldling liveth steeped and 
immersed in the mire of the world, for- 
getting the Lord entirely, thinking nbt 
■of Him even by mistake. 

And t])e freedom-de.siring souls are 
those that struggle to be free, and some 
of them attain freedom while others fail 
to attain it in the ])resent life ; 

And the free souls are those whom the 
lust and the greed of tlie world tund not 
and blind not. 

Who think not at all of matters pertain- 
ing to this world but constantly meditate 
upon the Loi’d. 

And tlie ]ierfect souls are those that 
■descend into this world and live in it only 
to do good unto man, to teach and to point 
out the way. 


c 242. 

The World is Like unto a Pond. 

Verily, this world is like unto a pond 
that ivS stocked with fish. 

* And a few^ fish there are in it that 
nevei: come within the meshes of the net : 
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And these ai*e like unto the perfect 
souls. 

And many are the fish that get them- 
selves entangled, and some of these strug- 
gle to escape, and of these, only some suc- 
ceed in freeing themselves while the 
others fail. 

And these are like unto the freedom- 
desiring souls in the world, and a few of 
them, one by one, leap right over the en- 
circling net and fall plash on the other 
side and are free. 

And the fisherman sayeth, Lo, what a 
laj’ge fish hath escaped ! 

But many are the fish that cannot es- 
cape, and most of them do not even desire 
to escape : 

But going down to the lx)ttom, within 
the fold of the net, they stick their heads 
into the mud joyfully, and think. Aha ! 
we are quite well ! 

And these know not that, anon, the 
fisherman will drag them u}) and throw 
them on the dry land : 

And these, verily, are like unto the 
worldlings. 
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243. 

The Worldling. 

Verily, the lust and the greed of the 
world bind the worldling hand and foot. 

He thinketh that the things which this 
world provideth bring unto him comfort 
and enjoyment, 

And he remaineth content, unshrinking 
and undismayed. 

He knoweth not that he sitteth on 
thorns, that death approacheth him with 
rapid strides. 

And when death is anear, the wife 
crieth, and sayeth to him, Alas, my hus- 
band, thou departest : and w'hat provi- 
sion hast thou made for me ? 

And the worldling, even on his death 
bed, saveth and economizeth ; 

And he ordereth the attendants to lower 
the wick of the lamp if it flareth and glar- 
eth, saying, why waste ye the oil ? 

And he findeth not time even to think 
of the Lord ! 

But when he hath leisure, lo, he talketh 
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rigmarole and balderdash and soweth the 
sand, saying, How can I be idle? 

244 . 

Faith. 

Do thou but acquire Faith, O disciple, 
and thy work is done : 

For, verily, there is nothing so precious, 
nothing so potent as Faith. 3 

A certain man hath to cross the ocean. 

And a sage giveth unto him a leaf 
scrawled upon with the Name of the Lord, 
saying, 

Here, take this, my son, and tie it up in 
a corner of thy garment, and it shall take 
thee across. 

And the sage warneth him also, saying, 
Take caie that thy faith abate not, for 
then, surely, thou shalt be drow’ned. 

And the man goeth upon his journey, 
and his faith carrieth him over the 
waters, and safely he walketh the waves. 

And when he hath gone a little dis- 
tance, he wondereth in his mind, saying, 
Lo, what is this that keepeth me afloat?. 

u.R. 14 . 
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And he imtietb the knot of his gar> 
ment and taketh out the leaf, 

Exclaiming, Ha ! nothing but a word 
scrawled upon a tiny leaf ! 

And his faith deserteth him, and he 
is drowned ! 


245 . 

The Dweller in the Body. 

Verily, the physical body is but the 
case or covering, and the Dweller dwelletli 
within. 

And the Lord, veiily, dwelleth in the 
heart of His devotee. 

246 . 

The Father — the Oversoul — the Lord. 

I 

Verily He Whom the man of Know- 
ledge calleth the Father is the Same 
Whom others call the Over-Soul, and 
Whom the devotee knoweth as the I 

As the same man when he adoieth and 
worshippeth is called the priest, 
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And when he cooketh food is called the 
«cook. 


247. 

The Super-Conscious State. 


When discrimination enlighteneth the 
mind, it becometh calm, and then, verily, 
it dissolveth, 

And then is reached the superconscious 
;State, and knowledge or vision of the Lord 
is obtained.' 


24R. 

Cod and His Manifestations. 

Verily, the Eteinal Substance cannot 
be thought of as separate from Its mani- 
festations : 

Yea, God cannot be thought of as se- 
parate and distinct from His tjiodho< 

Can mil]\ he thought of as separate and 
•distinct from its whiteness ? 

Can the sun be thought of as separate 
and distinct from his radiance? 

Can £re be thought of as separate and 
‘distinct from its beat aiio glow? 
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249 . 

The Mother of the Universe. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Sport- 
ful is the Mother of the Universe, and the- 
universe is but Her disj)oi t. 

She disporteth, She inovetli in gtiieties,. 
She becometh tlie universe : 

Yea, She is All-Desire. She is All- 
Delight : 

And She giveth pei’iiiission to but one- 
in a hundred thousand to withdraw from 
the Great Game, and rest .awhile along- 
side of Herself — Himself — ami raaketli 
him Himself — Herself I 

And it is all Her Pleasui*e that the 
Sport continue, and it goeth against Her 
to cease from tlie Game. 

And She hath tipped the wink to the- 
Mind to be the World, 

And only if it so plea.se fTer, the- 
Mother, the mind mav turn from the 
world and return unto Her Lotus Feet ! 
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250 . 

Take to the World, but Cling to the 

Lord. 

Verily, verily. I say unto thee, if thou 
takest to the world, thou doest nothing 
wrong, Ot disciple : 

But remember that thou doest thine 
■work with one hand and boldest on to the 
Lord with the othei*, 

So that when thy work is done thou 
mayest hold on to Him with both thy 
hands. 


251 . 

Of the Mind. 

Verily, the mind is like unto a piece of 
white linen, clean-washed and fresh from 
the laundry ; 

And the clean linen thou canst dye any 
^colour that thou likest : 

And so is the mind also ; 

For if it be kept in evil company, it 
^Iketh evil and thinketh evil; 
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And if it be kept in good company y. 
verily, thoughts of the Lord come into it 
and live in it ! 

252 - 

The Mind Bindeth and Delivereth. 

Verily, O disciple, it is the mind only 
that is the fetter that bindeth one to the- 
world and all outward things. 

And it is the mind only that maketh 
one free : 

And, verily, one is a sinner when one- 
thinketh that he is a sinner. 

And one is really free.when one think- 
eth that he is free. 

Why dost thou say, I am a sinner? 
Why dost thou not rather say, I am f j*ee ?' 

Think rather, my son. Whether I live- 
in the vrorld or in the f(U‘est, it is all the 
sa me to me : I am f rec^ ! 

Think, I am the son of the King of 
kings ! I am the son of the Lord 1 What is 
there in all the universe that can bind) 
me? 
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Doth not the poison of the snake become 
harmless if one assertith positively and 
with confident emphasis. There is no 
poison ? , 

Even so, thou art free when thou de- 
clarest thou art free, and verilv, thou art 
bound when thou decla rest thou art bound. 


253 . 

Have Faith in the Name of the Lord. 

Have faith, have faith, O disciple, have 
faith in the Name of the Lord ! 

Yea, even such faith as can exclaim. 
Behold, I have uttered the Holy Name of 
the Lord : how can sin abide in me any 
longer ? how can freedom tarry away from 
me any longer ? 

A man of high and exalted caste asketb 
for a drink of the outcast, the pariah, 
drawing water at the well : 

And the pariah sayeth unto him, Lord, 
how can I, an impure man and a pariah, 
give thee water to drink ? 

” And the man of high caste sayeth unto 
him, Verily, my brother, do thou but utter 
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the Holy Name of the Lord, and thou art 
pure ! And then 4o thou give me of thy 
water for a drink ! 

And I say unto thee, disciple, Even such 
a faith do thou have ! 

For, verily, the mind and the body, both, 
are purified by the mere utterance of the 
Holy Name of the Lord ! 

254 . 

Desirelessness. 

Verily, 1 say unto ye, the sins of the 
world come not nigh unto the man that 
acquireth desirelessness : 

Even as the alligator toucheth not him 
that smeareth his body with turmeric 
paste. 


255 . 

Men vary though they look alike. 

Verily, I say unto you, though all ine^ 
look alike, yet the qualities that be in them 
are different, one from another. 
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For in some the quality of Light pre- 
vaileth, and in others, Ihe ((uality of Heat ; 
while in still others, the quality of dark- 
ness cometh first. 

Behold, all cakes may look alike, though 
some of them be stuffed with condensed 
milk and sugar, some with co<‘oa-nut paste 
and treacle, and others with nothing but 
lentil paste seasoned with salt. 

256. 

Feel the Mother in Thyself. 

Make predominant this one feeling in 
thyself, O disciple : 

Eat I, Drink I, Exist 1 : but. verily, the 
Mothei* in me knoweth, realizeth and cog- 
niseth, , 

Yea, who else but the Mother? 

257. 

The World. 

Verily, verily, my son. All This that 
thou seest is the Lord ! 
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But why then all this tangle and be-^ 
wilderment, why then this trial and this 
stress — the rub and the burnt of the world,, 
thou askest ? 

And I say unto thee, where would the 
fun and the frolic of the game have been, 
if it were all mere plain sailing ? 

And vei-ily, tlievse uivisions and these 
splits, these differences and these dissen- 
sions, — verily, these be the world ! 


258 . 

None Teacheth but the Lord. 

Verily, the Master is but One, the Ocean 
of Knowledge, Truth and Bliss, the Lord 
Himself : 

And who else teacheth but He ? 

For of men there be thousands and 
thousands that come forth to teach. 

But how few there are that be willing- 
to learn ! 
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259 . 

The Teacher with and without 
Authority, 

Hard, extremely hard it is, O disciple,- 
to be a teacher of mankind 1 

And who listeneth unto the teacher if 
he hath not upon him the badge of 
authority ? 

And who hath the badge of authority 
upon him but he that hath received en- 
lightenment from Above, that hath had a 
vision of the Lord ? 

And verily, the Lord appeareth unto 
His devotee and assigneth him a place and 
ordaineth him. 

And when, such a man, from his place 
of authority, speaketh, lo. the mountain 
noddeth and trembleth at his speech ! * 

And the man that hath no authority, 
lo, he speaketh also. 

But his speech affecteth not the Hiulti- 
tude, and his words go in at one ear to» 
come out of the other, immediately : • 

For the milk bubbleth and boileth onlv 

t/ 

so long as the fuel burneth underneath : 
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And it all turneth into a farce, ahd they 
say, Lo, he dieth of hunger, himself. 

And yet he wanteth to give unto others 
a feast ! Verily, the blind man essayeth to 
lead the blind ! 


260 . 

The Effect of Authority : An Example. 

Behold, how the public place is nightly 
polluted by evil-doers, and every morning 
the neighbours assemble and abuse the 
people unknown that have done the pol- 
lution : 

But nobody lieedeth them, and every 
following morning findeth the place 
•dirtier still. 

And this- goeth on unchecked till a man 
with authority cometh and erecteth on the 
place a signboard, and sticketh on to it a 
notice, saying. Commit ye no nuisance ! 

And lo, the committing of nuisances 
•ceaseth, and the place becometh neat and 
•clean once more 1 
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261. 

How CAN HE TEACH THAT IS NOT ORDAINED- 
OF THE Lord ? 

Verily, when a man that is not ordained 
of the Lord essayeth the teaching of his 
fellows, it produceth naught but evil : 

For if he hath not attained enlighten- 
ment and if he hath not gained the inner 
sight. 

How can he judge of the corruptions 
that be within, how can he comprehend 
the nature of the disease for which he 
prescribeth ? 

Yea, how can he teach ? 

And, without knowledge of the Lord,, 
vanity cometh to the heart, 

And one thinketh of himself with pride, 
Lo, 1 am a teacher ! 

But when the heart is illuminated with 
the radiance of Knowledge, when the veil 
hath been removed. 

Verily, one perceiveth that it is not he 
that teacheth but the Lord ! 
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262 . 

Knowledge is Freedom. 

Ignorance, verily, produceth vanity : it 
maketh thee think that thou art the doer : 

Yea, and that is the root of all thine 
woes and miseries, disciple ! 

But when thy mind knoweth and com- 
prehendeth thus : 

The Lord is the doer, and He doeth all 
things, and I do nothing, 

Verily, when thy mind feeleth thus, 
thou art free ! 


263 . 

Lessen all Outward Activities. 

Verily, it is not worth thy while, dis- 
ciple, to tiy and make thy works more 
numerous : " 

For too many outward responsibilities 
and too many outward activities make the 
mind forgetful of the Lord. 

And of what use can thy pilgrimage to 
the Temple of the Lord be, if thou devot- 
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€st thy time wholly to alms-givings and 
ablutions, outside, 

And if thou (juite forgcttest to worship 
At the Altar within ? 

Shouldst thou not, rather, hustling and 
hustled, press thy diHicult and laborious 
way through the crowds of pilgrims, 

And, penetrating within, finish thy 
worship before the Holy of Holies, first ? 

And then, afterwards, it mattereth not 
whether thou doest thine alms-giving, 
much or little, as thou desirest. 

For are not all thine outside works but 
efforts to catch a glimpse of the vision of 
' the Lord within ? 


264 . 

Man's powder avajleth not. 

Ah. what good canst thou do unto the 
w'orld, disciple, unless the Lord Himself 
give thee the ])ower to do good ? 

And if in mercy to thee the Lord gl'ant 
unto thee a Vision of Himself, my son, 

Wouldst thou implore Him, saving. 
Lord, Lord, give unto me to found and 
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establish hospitals aud schools and free 
medical disj^eiisaries innumerable? 

Or, wouldst thou not rather say unto 
Him, Lord, keep roe with Thee for ever- 
more, make me everlastingly Thine own? 


265 . 


Of thf Worldling. 

Verily, the worldling relisheth not the 
tliought of giving up all outwmrd things : 

But through outward things, verily, 
and in the name of the world, he can be 
drawn unto the Lotus-feet of the Lord, 

And the seed of His Holy Name can be 
sown in his heart. 

And. in time, the seed sprouteth up into 
a tree and produceth fruit, 

Even like the seed that hath been left 
in a niche in the wall of a house, — 

And the house decay eth and the wall 
falleth down, and the seed sprouteth and 
becometh a tree and beareth fruit after 
many days. 
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266 . 

The three Qualities. 

V erily, the devotee as well as the world- 
ling hath in him the three qualities : 

The quality oi. Light, the quality of 
Heat and the quality of Darkness. 

And the worldling that hath the quality 
of Light predominant in him careth not 
for outward pomp and display; 

And he is modest and gentle, and kind 
and sincere, and refrainetli from doing 
harm unto others. 

And the worldling that loveth display 
and stateliness, hath the quality of Heat 
iip})ermost in him; 

And langour and idleness, and lust 
anger and vanity, these, proclaim the 
worldling with the Dark quality. 

And the devotee in whom prevaileth the 
quality of Light, verily, 

He w'orshippeth the Lord in secret and 
unknown of men, and simple food that 
sufriceth to keep body and soul together 
satisfieth him; 

U.R. 16 . 
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And he payeth court to none and seek- 
eth not to obtain riches by flattery. 

And the devotee with the quality of 
Heat predominant in him, flourisheth his 
devotion and piety. 

And he coimteth his piayers with a 
rosary of gold and pearls and precious 
stones. 

And the devotee with the Dark quality i 

Verily, his faith in the Lord is ardent 
and impetiuais, and he attacketh the man- 
sions of the Ijord by open force and, as it 
were, carrieth Heaven by assault . 

And, I am the child of the Lord, he sfiy- 
eth, — yen, 1 am heir to the riches of mv 
Father ! 


267 . 

The three kinds of Teachers and 
Physicians. 

Of teachers and physicians there are 
three kinds, O disciple : the good, the 
ordinary and the bad, i.e., the worthless. 

'Fhe good teacher instructeth the jiiipil 
and seeth also that the pupil doeth as he 
is advised and ordered; 
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And the good physician, also, not only 
prescribetb and procureth the physic, but 
he seeth, too, that the patient swalloweth 
the draught, and, if need be, maketh him 
do. 

The ordinary physician, the ordinary 
teacher, both use soft and gentle persua- 
sion, and ponder, seriously, how the 
patient or the pupil may be rightly bene- 
fited. 

But the bad, the worthless teacher, 
giveth him instruction and then thinketh 
no more of the disciple : 

And the worthless physician simply 
prescribeth for the patient, pocketeth his 
fee and doeth no more. 

268 . 

Concerning the Lord.* 

To him that pursueth the Path of 
Knowledge, the Lord, verily, is without 
form. 

But to This devotee, the man that wor- 
shippeth, adoreth and loveth, the Lord ap- 
peareth with form. 
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For the man of Knowledge, he seeth, 
he believeth and he thinketh all this to bo 
but a dream, 

And, verily, to him the Lord hath no- 
form at all, and he feeleth Him with mind 
and reason only, 

Foi* no word of mouth can pourtray 
Him as He is : and he that would speak, 
even lie himself is not! 

Take an onion, disciple and peel it, 
throwing away cover after cover, till 
naught remaineth in the end; — 

Or, take a doll of salt and send it down 
beneath the waves to find the bottom, 

And lo, it melteth and dissolveth, and 
the depth remaineth unmeasured as be- 
fore. 

Verily, with Knowledge, silence com- 
et h, and 'the mouth becometh dumb. 

The “ r,’ the doll of salt, is one with the 
Ocean, and who is there to speak ? 

And the mouth argueth and the mind 
reasoneth as long as there is pondering 
and speculation. 

But when Knowledge is reached and 
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Illumination is obtained, there remaineth 
naught to say : 

For, the mouth of the empty jar, im- 
mersed in water, gurgleth and bubbleth 
onlv as long c-js it becometh not filled. 

«y O 


269 . 


The Mother of the Universe. 

'File Mother of the Universe appeareth 
to be dark and dreadful, unto thee, 0 dis- 
ciple, as long only as thou art at a dis- 
tance from Her, 

As the water of a lake appeareth dark, 
or blue, or green from a distance : 

But go thou near it. and, behold, the 
water in the lake hath no colour at all ! 

270 . 

Oneness and Separateness. 

* 

As long as thou thinkest thy self to be 
true, O disciple, verily, so long, the vari- 
ous forms of the Lord are true also ; 

And as long as the little self existeth, 
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SO long also existeth the Great Self». 
apart — ^the Lord as a Separate Being. 

271 . 

Choice of a Path. 

T.,et it be the Path of Love and Devo- 
tion that thou choosest to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, disciple, 

For this Path is very good; and it is 
easy and gentle also. ' 

Ah, who can know the Unknowable? 
And, verily, I say unto thee, there is no 
need of going to learn all about Him. 

But being endowed wdth reason and 
with affection of heart, that is, love, it 
truly behoveth man to love, revere and 
adore the Lord. 

And if one’s thirst be quenched with 
but a cup of water, what need there is for 
one to ascertain the quantity of the water 
in the lake? 

272 . 

The Path of Knowledge. 

Hard, very hard is the Path of Know- 
ledge, O disciple. 



RAMKRISHNA. 


231 


And, I say unto thee, verily, such a 
Path suiteth not the present age. 

For ah, the least trace of worldliness, 
the least inclination to outward things 
maketh one giddy and helpless, 

And entirely unable to follow, truly and 
with profit, the path. 

278 . 

The Seven Planes and the Seven 
Centres. 

There are seven planes in the cosmos, 
the macrocosm, O disciple, seven grades 
of life and development, 

And, corresponding to these, there be 
seven centres in the microscosm, the body 
of man, 

And in these centres, high or low, the 
soul dwelleth, according to the*grade of 
development that it hath reached. 

274 . 

• 

The Lower Centres. 

Below the heart, disciple, abide the 
three lowest centres, in which so long as 
the soul dwelleth, 
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The miud looketh not upward and is 
bound and enmeshed by the entangle- 
ments of the world and its vile grati- 
fications. 


275 . 

The Fourth Centre. 

When the Awakening hath come, the 
soul, verily, dwelleth in the fourth centre, 
the Heiirt ; — 

This is Enlightenment, and the devotee 
obtaineth a vi,sion of the Light, 

That is the Light of the Lord. — 

And he becometh mute with wonder 
and astonishment. 

And exclaimeth, bewildered with Joy, 
Ah, what is this. Ah, what is this ? 

276 . 

The Fifth Centre. 

The fifth centre, disciple, lieth near the 
region of the Throat ; 

Aud when the soul abideth in this 

‘Centre, 
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The mind thinketh naught but of tlie 
Lord, and the ear entertaineth naught 
but of the Lord ; 

And, verily, the devotee who hath found 
his centre here, entertaineth naught that 
is not ledolent of the Lord ; 

And he hasteth away from the place 
where thoughts of the world are thought, 
where matters concerning the world are 
discussed. 


277 . 

'Phe Sixth Centre. 

The sixth centre, disciple, lieth in the 
forehead, between the eyebrows. 

And heie, when consciousness that is 
of the spirit, abideth, * 

Unceasing visions of the Glories of 
the Lord are obtained. 

But a little, a faint trace, of tjire “ I,” 
the shadow, remaineth — persisteth — even 
here ; — 

* 

And the seer, — hecometh giddy with 
the visions of Glory around him, 
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And he maketh to touch and to embrace 
the form of the Beloved Whom he seeth, 

But though he seeth the flame, he can- 
not touch it, like unto the flame of the 
lamp enclosed within a covering of glass. 

278 . 

The Seventh (^Jentre. 

Within the head lieth the seventh and 
tlie highest centre, my son, 

And when Consciousness reacheth it, 
when consciousness becometh It, 

The seer beholdeth the Lord — Himself 
face to face. 

And O disciple, this is the highest state 
of superconsciousness that can be reached 
while in the body; 

And in this state, verily, if the devotee 
persisteth, his connection with the fleshly 
body lasteth not long : 

And there is continuous outward un- 
consciousness, and no food of any sort, 
po nourishment, passeth do\vn the throat : 

And all connection ceasing, the dwel- 
ler leaveth the body in twenty one days. 
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And this is the Path of Knowledge, so 
hard to travel, so difficult to climb. 

But the Path of Devotion and Love is 
Tor all. being very good and easy also. 

279 . 

When Prayer Ceaseth. 

A.s noon as he cometh in, all conversa- 
ti .n regarding the expected guest ceaseth 
in the a.ssembly. 

For all the persons assembled there have 
now the pleasure of beholding him face 
to face. 

Fven so, disciple, the hum and the tu- 
mult of works cou .'=ie when the task is over 
and I he Object is attained, 

\(id all loud prayer, all ceremony, 
jp’ wf sb’p ceaseth when theljprd reveal- 
e, itimseL u> the consciousness of the 
devot^'e. 


280 . 

Why Liberated Souls Retain the Body. 

Some householders throw i|way and 
have nothing further to do with the 



236 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


shovel and the basket, when the well hath 
been dug and is ready, 

And some there are that lay by tlieir 
shovels and baskets and preserve them 
carefully lest some good neighbour should 
require them to dig a well for himself 
and others, 

f 

Even so, discijde, the great-souled one 
retaineth his body for the teaching of 
mankind even after he hath attained 
enliglitenment and lil)eration. 

281 . 

The Twtg and the Log. 

A small twig, floating, hath its hands 
full to keep a portion of itself above the 
surface of the water, disciple, 

And it 'feinketh if even a small some- 
thing, say, a little bird, lighteth upon it : 

But behold, how majestically the big 
log saileth along, carrying, also, much 
weight upon itself : 

Even so, my son, the great-souled one, — 
he' not only secureth his own salvation and 
freedom, 



RAMKRISHNA. 


jasr 


But ever seeketh to secure unto others 
r.lso. Eternal Peace and Joy. 

282 .. 

Of the Devotee. 

The devotee, when lie hath found the 
Lord hath a desire to continue seeing 
Him in His manifestations also. 

283 . 

The Lord, the Devotee and the 
Scriptures. 

\"erily, the Lord, His devotee and the 
Sc'riptures are one and the same. 

284 . 

Rebirth. 

m 

Can one be born again after death, 
thou askest, disciple ? 

Ah, how can insignificant man fully 
comprehend the mysteries of God ? * 

But one has, verily, to believe in rein- 
carnation because the Great Ones of all* 
ages have spoken of it, my son. 
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285 . 

* 

Self-immolation. 

Verily, it is a great and horrible sin to 
die by one’s own hand, O disciple : 

And one committing suicide hath to be 
born again and again, 

And again and again he suffereth the 
sorrows and tribulations of the world. 

But it is no sin to leave the body of Hesli 
after one hath found the Lord; 

And some even prefer to disj)ense with 
it when Enlightenment hath been obtain- 
ed : 

For, verily, the mould of clay is no 
longer necessary after the image of gold 
hath been cast. 


286 . 

Cause and Effect. 

Vevily, the incidents and accidents of 
life necessitate faith in the seqiienc e of 
causes and effects : 

And, verily, also, a cause set in motion 
in one life produceth its effect in anothei*. 
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A certain man according to prescribed 
rules, sitteth on a corpse and pei^ormeth 
certain magical rites for the invocation of 
the Mother in the form of a goddess : 

And when he hath nearly finished the 
rites, behold, a tiger cometh up, seizeth 
and taketh him away : 

And another man happening to pass 
that way (someth up and seeth that all 
necessary supplies for the performance* of 
magical rites, of which he knoweth al- 
leady, are ready and at hand ; 

And he seizeth the opportunity and, 
taking his seat on the corpse, performeth 
the rites and uttereth the formulae : 

And the Mother, in the form of a god- 
dess, appeareth unto him, saying, 

Ask thy boon, my son, for, verily, I am 
pleased with thy devotion. 

And the man sayeth wondering, 1 am 
filled with astonishment at what Thou 
sayest, 0 Mother, 

For the worshipper that sat before me 
on this seat laboured so hard to collect 
these necessaries, and exerted and strove* 
so much to gain Thy favour. 
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And Thou art so unkind, so un-benign 
unto hi^ : 

While lo, I know nothing and have done 
nothing, and yet Thou art so kind and 
gracious unto me ! 

And the goddess sayeth unto him, 
smiling. 

Verily, thou didst work and strive 
harder in thy former lives, my son, but 
thou rememberest not what thou hast 
done : 

Now ask thou thy boon ! 


287 . 

The Worldling. 

Alas for the worldling, the man en- 
tangled in the meshes of the wqrld ! 

How sorrows assail him, how frauds 
deceive him, how dangers threaten him, 
and yet he awaketh not ! 

Behold the camel, how his mouth bleed- 
eth, and yet he ceaseth not from browsing 
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the prickly bush and the nettle, — his own 
dainty repast ] 

Even such is th4 man of the world, and 
tlmugh sufferings and troubles innumer- 
able narrass him, shock upon shock, yet 
he forgetteth thou all ! 

The beloved wife of his bosom dieth or 
leaveth him for another, and lo, he mar- 
rieth again ! 

The dear child of his heart departeth 
for ever, and he weepeth and wailetb, and 
lo, after a few days, he remembereth him 
not ! 

And the mother, ah, how she weareth 
sackcloth and ashes, inconsolable at her 
bereavement, 

And, lo, after a few days she putteth 
on her ornaments and jewels again, again 
she array eth herself in garments of joy I 

Behold, how the parents are impover- 
ished by the giving of gifts and dowries 
' for the sake of the children, and lo, again, 
other children are born unto them ! : •• 

Ah, how the man of business loseth his 
all in cases and law-suits, and yet he go- 
etb to law again and again ! 

u,R. 16 . 
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Lo, how penury afflicteth the house- 
holder and disableth him quite, and he is 
unable to provide food^ for the children, 
and yet, every year, more children are 
born unto him I 

288 . 

The Worldling. 

Behold, liow the snake findeth himself 
landed in a dilemma by catching hold of 
the unsavouiy mole ! 

And if he swallow it he dieth, and if he 
eject it, he looseth his eyes ! 

Even so, the worldling findeth at last 
to his cost that there is nothing real in 
the world, nothing substantial and last- 
ing, — all mere skin and stone like unto 
the sourball : 

And yet it killeth him to forego its 

E leasure^, to set his heart wholly upon the 
ord ! 

289 . 

f. 

The Worldling. 

Verily, the man that hath given himself 
up to the world is known by his signs : 
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He looaeth heart and deepondeth and 
pineth away if he is restrained and kept 
within holy bounds : 

And he is like unto the worm that liv- 
•eth and thriveth on filth, and dieth if it 
be made to live upon sweet bread and 
pure water. 


290 . 

Desirelessness is the waV to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Verily, the way to the Kingdom of 
Heaven lieth through desirelessness, that 
is to say, entire freedom from all longing 
for possession of the things of the world. 

And this desirelessnevss must be vehe- 
ment and acute, O disciple, if thou seek- 
est to find out the way : 

For vehemence and earncvstness stop 
not till the work is accomplished, till the 
goal is reached. 

291 . 

Earnestness. 

A certain husbandman hath to dig a 
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channel to take water into his field, for 
there is a drought in the country. 

And he setteth to work, determined to- 
complete the channel before doing any- 
thing else : 

And he diggeth and diggeth till it ie 
past dinner time. 

And the housewife sendeth the 
daughter unto him, and she cometh up 
and sayeth. 

Father, it is time that thou didst 
bathe and hadst dinner. 

And he sayeth unto her, I must not 
leave the field now, dear daughter, for 
there is yet much work to do. 

Then, after a while, the wife herself 
cometh up, and she sayeth, Why dost thou 
delay, husband? The dinner is getting 
cold. And, verily, thou couldst dig again 
after taking thy meal ? 

But the husbandman turneth upon her,, 
saying. Go to, wife, thou talkest like an 

idiot :* 



For there is no time, and I must com- 
r plete the channel to-day and at once, or 
1 else the crops perish and we starve. 
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And he diggeth and diggeth till the 
<}hannel is completed and the water oometh 
pouring into the field, and the crops are 
saved. 

^ And now he goeth home and taketh his 
bath and eateth his meal and goeth to 
sleep with a light and joyous heart, for 
his work is accomplished. , 

Even such a vehemence is required, 
disciple, if thou seekest to find out the 
Way to the Kingdom of the Lord. 

292. 

Fickleness and half-measure. 

There is a husbandman, and he diggeth 
a channel to take the river- water into his 
field. 

And when it is noon, his wife cometh 
to him, saying, Verily, it is getting late, 
dear husband; 

, Now come, and let us finish dinner first, 
and, afterward, thou mayest come to dig 
again and finish thy work. * 

And the man sayeth, ’Tis well, dear 
mfe, what thou sayest : and he layeth his 
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Spade by and goeth home and eateth his 
meal and lieth down to rest awhile. 

And the channel remaineth unfinished, 
his field unwatered, and the crops perish. 

Even so, disciple, a resolution that iS- 
without vigour and vehemence, without 
fervour of spirit, winneth not the King- 
dom of God. 


293 . . 

Carnality. 

, Carnality, O disciple, bindeth man to 
the world, for, from carnality cometh 
greed of lucre, and greed of lucre maketh 
one a slave and taketh away all freedom, 
all liberty, all independence : 

For when one taketh to servitude, one 
is no more able to do wdiat one chooseth. 

294 . 

f 

Dependence and Servitude. 

‘ A certain king buildeth a temple of 
the Lord and appointeth priests to con- 
duct Divine Service in it. 
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And the priests are all bachelors, and 
they are all firm and intrepid and high*' 
spirited. 

And one day the king sendeth word 
unto them to come and see him. 

But the priests send back reply to him, 
saying, 0 king, do thou come unto us ii 
thou hast any need for us, for, verily, 
there is no need for us to come unto thee. , 

And the king wondereth to find them 
so bold and resolute and conferreth with 
his courtiers, 

And then he maketh each one of the 
priests to marry and turn householder : jf 

And behold, after this, the king hath 
no more to send for them, for they them- 
selves have now to come unto the king 
every day, 

For each hath one thing or Other to ask 
of the king, 

And one sayeth, 0 king, 1 want a 
house to dwell in ; another sayeth, 0*king, 
give n^ some money for the rice-ceremony 
of my child, and a third sayeth^jGive me, 
some money for my son’s eduction, O 
king! 



248 UNIVERSAL BBLIGION. 

296 . 

When the Lord beOometh the greater 
Magnet. 

Verily, when, by one continuous and 
ceaseless effort, one continuous, fervent 
and supreme exertion on the Path of De* 
votion and Desirelessness, one hath come 
to find the Lord everywhere, 

One is no longer deluded and attracted 
by outward things and worldly consola- 
tions, and lust affecteth not even if one 
live as a householder. 

r For the Lord becometh the Greater 
Magnet, and the world the smaller, and, 
surely, the Greater attracteth him more 
than the smaller : 

And, verily, he cometh to no harm even 
if he live in the world. 

296 . 

‘ The Powerlessness op Man., 

Ah, lyhat availeth the strength of poor 
mortal man to liberate his brother from 
the bondage of the world ! 
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And, verily, I say unto you, none but 
He — ^the Creator of the illusion, 

the illusion that bewitcheth the universe, 
none but He can grant freedom and sal*’ 
vation. 

And none but He, the Supreme Guide, 
can point out the way. 

And he that hath not found the Lord 
and hath not received his ordination 
direct from Himself,. He that hath not 
been empowered with His Power, 

Ah, what can such a one do to procure 
freedom unto the man of the world ? 

297 . 

Potent and Impotent Teachers. 

The good teacher, the true, and potent 

f uide is like into the deadly cobra, the 
ing of snakes, my son. 

And when he taketh a pupil in hand, , 
he, verily, stilleth the tumults of his soul 
at once : 

Even as the cobra seizeth the frog andT 
silenceth his croakings, at one bite, im> 
mediately: 
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And the deficient guide, the impotent 
teacher, he that hath in him no stamina, 
he, verily, is like unto the impotent water- 
snake who, when he seizeth a large frog,, 
surely createth his own miseries and pro- 
longeth also the agonies of the frog wnich 
he can neither swallow nor eject : 

Ah, how can fie point out the way truly, 
he that hath not found it himself ? 

298 . 

Illusion of the Self. 

Verily, the illusion of the self, as dis- 
tinct from the Self, is like unto the cloud 
that veileth the sun : 

And the sun shineth forth as soon as 
the cloud that hideth him is removed : 

Even so, disciple, the Radiance of the 
Self shineth forth in full Glory imme- 
diately that Grace removeth apart the 
veil of the self. 

299 . 

Nearness of God. 

Behold; how this kerchief hideth my 
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face fr<»n thine eyes, 0 disciple, even 
though l am so very near unto thee : 

And, verily, the Lord is far nearer than 
thou thinkesl, only illusion of self veileth 
Him from thee. 

300. 

The Illusion of Self. 

^ The soul, verily, is the image of the 
Father : 

And this illusion of self addeth unte 
man various adject ions that impose upon 
him illusory qualities innumerable, 

' And thus it cometh to pass that he for- 
getteth Himself — What he is, 

And the Real Image of Himself is 
covered up, concealed, on the tablet of his 
memory. 

And, wealth and properties are a po* 
tent adjection, a mighty superposition. 

For they make him quite a different be- 
ing from what he really is, when h6 hath 
acquired them. 

And, as the style and the quality of his 
dress, costume and attire alter and 
qualify the outward man, 
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Even so, the abjections superposed 
upon the inner man, by the illusion of the 
self, modify the inner man also. 

301. 

Enlightenment of the Soul, Verily, 
Killeth Presumption. 

Enlightenment of the soul, verily, kilt- 
eth presumption and self-conceit, my son. 

For when Knowledge illumineth the 
Realms within, one clearly perceiveth that 
Nature doeth all action, not the self. 

302. 

The “ I ” OF the Lord’s Servant and 
the “ 1 ” OF THE Worldling. 

Verily,, that “ I ” is of sin, disciple, 
that bindeth one to outward things : 

And it causeth that feeling of other- 
ness^ which distinguisheth it from the 
Over-soul, as the stick laid upon the sur- 
face of an expanse of water divideth it 
into two parts : 

And when the stick is taken away> be- 
hold, there remaineth but one expa^. 
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And hard, vety hard, it is to kill this 
“ I,” for it is like unto the pee^ul tree 
which one cutteth off in the evening and 
findeth the next morning that it hath 
sprouted again. 

And if thus, this “ I persisteth, make 
it the “ I ’ of the servant, the “ I ” of 
the devotee of the Lord, not the wicked 

I ” of the world, 

* For the “ I ” as the servant of the Lord 
is but like unto a line drawn upon the 
surface of water, and quickly vanish- 
eth away. 


303 . 

The “ I ” OF THE Enlightened Man. 

The “ I ” that persisteth even after 
Illumination, O disciple, is but as an 
empty form, and doeth no harm, 

Like imto the sword that hath been 
transformed into gold and, though it re- 
taineth its form as a sword, it cutteth 
no more nor striketh : . • 

Or as, when the leaf of the coconut tree 
droppeth away, the trunk retaineth but 
the mark* thereof , 
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Which only indicateth the spot where 
the leaf once was, and nothing more. 


304 . 

The Love of the Devotee. 

The devotee of the Lord, verily, delight- 
eth in loving the Lord, in tasting Him, as 
it were, 

And he thinketh never of himself be- 
coming the Object of his love ; 

For who, instead of tasting and enjoy- 
ing the sweetness, of sugar, ever wisneth 
to become sugar himself? 

And, it is neither good nor profitable 
to think of the self as one with the Self so 
long as there remaineth the least trace of 
any feeling of identity with the lx>dy : 

For then such thinking is not only a 
vain and fruitless presumption, but one 
that causeth jiositive harm. 

And such a pretence, such an arrogance 
not only retardeth progress on the Path, 
but certainly draggeth down the aspirant, 

And when one giveth oneself airs, 
thinking, “ I am He,” one deceiveth not 
others so much as himself. 
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305 . 

X 

Ritbs and Ceremonies. 

Mere ceremonial devotion, verily, help- 
eth one but little to find the Lord : 

And rituals are but the means to the 
end which is the attainment of true and 
earnest devotion, 

And devotion includeth also an ardent 
love, an intense and constant longing for 
the Lord. 

And when the light of devotion illu- 
mineth the heart and kindleth its fervour, 
all necessity for rituals and ceremonials 
ceaseth. 

For when one feeletb hot, one must fan 
himself with a fan to cool the body : 

But where l eniaineth tlie necessity for 
the fan when the cool breeze bloweth 
from the south ? 


30 (). 

“ Green ” Devotion. 

Verily, ’devotion, so long as it is not 
joined to intense and ardent love and 
longing for the Lord, is but the rudiment 
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of it, a&d may well be called raw or green 
devotion. 

And the mind that hath not in it a 
loving and longing devotion, retaineth not 
the Master’s instructions, the Words of 
God, and profiteth not by them, 

Even as the bare piece of glass, not 
coated with silver emulsion, retaineth 
not the photographic image at all. 

307. 

Illumination and After. 

When true, loving and intense devotion 
illumineth the heart of the devotee, his old 
^connections with wife and children and 
relations cease altogether, 

And a new and spiritual relation is 
established with them, and he r^ardeth 
them as he regardeth others al^, with 
tender kindness and holy affection; 

And this world appeareth unto him to 
be merely a workshop whither he hath 
come only to work. 

For, verily, he now hath found the 
Lord that is Invisible as well as the Lord 
that is Visible. 
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808. 


A Mind Polluted is luce unto a Damp 
MaTCH'SPLINT. 

The damp match-splint, disciple, 
striketh not fire even if it be rubbed a 
thousand times: 

Even so, the mind that is polluted with 
worldliness comprehendeth naught of 
the Lord. 


309. 

The Pollution op Desire. 

Desire, verily, staineth and poUuteth 
the mind, disciple, and a soiled mind re- 
iiecteth not the Eight, and, that is to say, 
findeth not the Lord. 

For the magnet draweth not the needle 
that is coated with mud : 

But if the mud be washed away,,lo, 
the needle at once flieth to the magnet. 

And the mind*s pollution can, verily, 

washed away with tears of repentsnce. 

But do what thou wilt, my son, nothing 
U.R. 17. 
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can be achieved without the Grace of the 
Lord. 

And, God’s Grace descendeth nowhere 
but into the heart that is thoroughly 
purged of selfish desires. 


310 . 

When one can see the Face of the Lord. 

Behold the sergeant going his rounds 
with a darky ” in his hands, and he 
seeth the faces of all passers-by, but none 
of the passers-by seeth his face : 

And only when he turneth the light 
upon himself, do other people see his face. 

Even so, disciple, no one can see the face 
of the Lord except He, in His own Mercy, 
turn the Light of Knowledge upon Him- 
self : 

Pray thou, therefore, unto Him, 

0 Lord, turn thou Thine Light upon 
Thyself that Thy servant may b^old Thy 
Face. 
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311. 

Light ye the Lamps op Knowledge ! 

Verily, the absence of light in an in- 
habited house betokeneth poverty : 

But the heart in which the Light of 
Knowledge shineth not indicateth far 
greater destitution : 

Light ye, therefore, the Lamp of Know- 
ledge in your hearts, that ye may behold 
the Face of the Lord ! 

312. 

False and True Dispassion. 

Detestation of tho world and all out- 
ward things ariseth from various causes, 
O disciple. 

Harrowed by vexation and distiess at 
home, one sometimes })utteth on the garb 
of a recluse and goeth on pilgrimage : 

But such a dispassion is but temporary 
and unreal : 

And after a time such a one writeth 
home — 
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Be ye not anxious on my account, for 
I have just secured emplo3rment, and am 
soon coming to see you. 

But the desirelessness of iiim that pos- 
sesseth all the good things of the world, 
and yet deriveth no consolation from 
them, but weepeth for the Lord in secret 
and alone, 

Yea, such a dispassiou, such a detesta> 
tion of the world is of the real and pro- 
fitable kind. 


313 . 


A HINT TO THE DEVOTEE OF TbUTH. 

Verily, it is not good for a devotee of 
Truth even to take part in a dramatic re- 
presentation : 

For the mind hoketh on the colour of 
that near which it is placed even for a 
little time; 

And the player, by his imp^ersonation,. 
is imbued with the colour of simulation. 
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314. 

The Man of Devotion— The Man of 
Knowledge. 

The devotee that treadeth the Path of 
Devotion is like unto wood which, burnt, 
leaveth a residue of ashes : 

But the devotee that treadeth the Path 
of Wisdom and Knowledge, is like unto 
camphor which, burnt, leaveth no resi- 
due at all. 

Even so, the man of devotion hath ever 
in him a faint trace of the self, like ashes, 
left : 

, ^ While the man of Knowledge hath no 
residue at all of the self left in him, — he 
is all Himself. 


315 

The Parable of the three Robbers. 

A certain man goeth on a journey, and 
his way lieth through a wilderness. * 

And passing through the wildernesd he 
is attacked by thi'ee robbers, and they rob 
him of all that he hath with him. 
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And one of the robbers sayeth to hia 
companions* Now let us kill him. 

But another sayeth, Why should we put 
him to death ? Let us bind him hand and 
foot, and leave him. 

And they bind him hand and foot and 
leave him. 

And when all the robbers have depart- 
ed, after a while, cometh back the third 
robber. 

And he sayeth. Ah, thou art sore witlr 
thy bondage : come, let me deliver thee, 

And untieth all the knots and nooses of 
his bondage and taketli him through the 
wilderness on to the highroad. 

And sayeth unto him, Now go, this way, 
straight on, it leadeth to thy very home — 
yonder. 

And the traveller sayeth unto the rob- 
ber, Ah, Kind Sir, will ye not come home 
with me, and be my guest ? 

But the robber shaketh his head, say- 
ing, thou must return alone, brother, and 
I dare not go with thee ; for, if I go, the- 
Police there will surely scent me. 
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316 . 

The pabable of the three Bobbers 
Explained. 

Verily, the world is a wilderness infest- 
ed with three robbers, 

And they are the three qualities that 
hold every body in captivity, binding and 
blinding all : 

The quality of light, the quality of 
heat and the quality of darkness, these 
are the robbers. 

And the quality of darkness is the most 
daring, the cruellest one of the lot, that^ 
wisheth to kill the traveller after robbing 
him of all the riches and jewels he 
possesseth. 

And the quality of heat is, verily, the 
second robber that causeth the pilgrim 
to be bound with all sorts of d^ires, and 
kept confined within the narrow limits 
of the outward senses. 

And the quality of light is, verily, the 
third robber that looseth him froA his 
bondage and setteth his feet upon the 
Path, directing him to his Home, the* 
Kingdom of his Father, 
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The Realm of Truth Eternal, whm he 
even dareth not enter, for he dso is ^ 
robber, this quality of light. 


317. 

The Parable op the Travellers and 
THE Wall. 

Some friends, travelling together, come 
to a high wall which stoppeth all further 
progress. 

And one of them scaleth the wall by 
means of a ladder, and, leaning over, peep- 
eth into the region on the other side. 

And what he seeth there maketh him 
exceedingly glad and exultant. 

And he laugheth out, ha ha ha ! — and 
getting over, leapeth down on the other 
side. 

And another goeth up and doeth exactly 
as the first climber did, and he too leapetn 
down* on the other side of the wall : 

And another and another go up, and 
.they too become exceedingly joyful and 
exultant, and leap down On the other side. 
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And then the remaining friends oon- 
snlt tog^her, and the next that goetb 
goeth with a strong cord bound around his 
waist and held by his companions below : 

And when he reacheth the topmost 
rungs of the ladder he peepeth over and 
beoometh frenzied with joy as the others 
had been ; 

And he puUeth up to get over and down 
on to the other side, but his companions 
pull him back, and, perforce, he descend* 
eth again, and rejoineth them. 

But behold, he is quite changed, and he 
stareth and weepeth, and stareth again 
and laugheth, and runneth about clap- 
ping his hands and danceth, 

But never he speaketh a word unto 
them of the things that he hath seen. 

318 . 

How Desires are Obstacles on the 
Path. 

-i 

As long as there abideth in his* heart 
the least trace of desire to enjoy and to 
suffer the things of the world for their owif 
sakes, 
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So long, verily, man careth not for the 
Lord, ^nd wisheth neither to know, nor 
to hear, nor to see of the Lord. 

And the child when he is absorbed in 
his play, careth for naught but his play 
and his playthings. 

But when he hath had enough of it, he 
tumeth to go unto his mother, and then 
nothing else but mother pleaseth and satis- 
lieth him. 

Even so, when the man of desires hath 
had enough of his share of the world’s 
enjoyments and sufferings. 

When they pall upon liim at last, he 
turneth from them and returneth, yearn- 
ing after the Lord. 

And as the child when his playthings 
f)all him, readily confideth in whosoever, 
coming up, sayetli unto him. 

Come, child. I’ll take thee to thy mother. 

And alloweth him gladly to take him up 
in his arms, 

Even so, the man of the world, when he 
ardently and earnestly yearneth after the 
Lord, 

Confideth, like unto the child, in his 
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teacher that maketh to point out the Way 
unto him : 

And thenceforward he walketh ever on 
the Path till he findeth the Mother at last. 


319 . 


Of the Self. 

Verily, the Self is the same when It 
exerteth Itself, when It createth, preserv- 
eth and destroyeth, as It is when quiescent 
in Rest : 

Behold, isn’t wat<*r the same when it is 
calm and tranquil as when it riseth into 
waves and expandeth into bubbles ? 


320 . 


Truth Le.adeth unto God. 

Cling thou unto the Truth always and 
under all circumstances, 0 disciple, 

For he that pursueth Truth with per- 
sistence is, verily, the true ascetic in this 
Age of Iron. 

And, verily, Truth leadeth unto the 
Lord Himself. 
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321 . 

The Pangs and Aches qf the Body 
MUST BE Borne. 

Verily, joy and woe, pleasure and pain, 
— ^these are but attributes of the flesh : 

And as long as the body lasteth, these, 
verily, have to be enjoyed and suffered, 

Yea, they are inherent in and insepar- 
able from the body. 

Behold the poor woodcutter who hath 
found the Lord, and is happy beyond 
measure, radiant with bliss supreme; 

And still he toileth to earn a scanty 
living by cutting and selling firewood : 

And why? 

Verily, because that is the portion 
which He Hiinself hath allotted unto him- 
self! 

And the blind man hath really his sins 
washed away by a bath in the holy river ^ 

But doth he get back his sight? No. 
And why ? 

*' Because, verily, it is his portion to live 
in a blind body for sometime yet. 
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322 . 

The Man of Knowledge and tRE 
Man op Devotion. 

The man of Knowledge, verily, abidetfa^ 
in the Supreme Reality always. 

And the current of his thoughts floweth 
imvarying in the direction of the I/>rd. 

And he vieweth the world but as a 
dream. 

But the mind of the Lover, the man of 
Devotion, changeth and veereth occasion- 
ally. 

And, according to his varying moods, 
he laugheth and crieth, and danceth and 
singeth ; 

For, he delighteth in disporting in the 
Ocean of Bliss, 

And sometimes he swimmefh, and some' 
times he diveth underneath. 

And again he cometh up to the surface, 
like unto a liunp of ice floating in the sea. 
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323. 

A Prayer. 

Here, 0 Mother of all, take Thou wis- 
dom, take thou ignorance, 

But give unto Thy .servant pure love 
and devotion ; 

Here, take Thou purity, take Thou im- 
purity, 

But give unto Thy servant pure love 
and devotion; 

Take Thou virtue. O Mother, take 
Thou vice, 

But give unto Thy servant pure devo- 
tion and love ! 


324. 

The Practice of Meditation. 

Remove thyself, O Aspirant, far from 
the world, when thou wishesj. to practise 
meditation ; 

And let not thy wife and children, thy 
parents and brotliers and sisters and other 
relations come near unto thee. 
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And meditate and ponder, over and 
over a^in, that thoii nast none but the 
Lord, that He is thy All in all. 

And pray unto Him for guidancje and 
True Knowledge, and love and devotion. 

And for how long thou art to live thus ' 
and meditate in seclusion and apart from 
the world, thou askest ? 

I say unto thee, it will be well for thee 
even if thou livest thus for one day only. 

And let him that is able do it for three 
days, for twelve days, for a month or for 
three months or for a year, according to 
his means and convenience : 

And, verily, it cannot go bad with him 
when he cometh out of such a retirement 
and liveth in the world again. 

326 . 

Seek Shelter and Security first, then 
Enjoyment. 

• 

The waiy traveller, when he goeth to a 
strange city, first of all, findeth lodgings, 
for himself, and secureth his luggage and 
effects in his rooms; 
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And then he goeth out for a walk, to 
behold and enjoy the sights of the placje : 

Even so, 0 pilgrim, do thou first find 
shelter with the Lord and commit thy 
goods and chattels to Sis safe keeping, 

And then, afterwards, thou mayest 
roam about enjoying the sights and scenes 
of the world. 


326. 

The Student and the Kite. 

A student seeth a kite sweep down, seize 
a fish and fly away with it in his talons. 

And hundreds and hundreds of crows 
pursue him with great and ceaseless clam- 
ourings. 

And the kite goeth north and east and 
west and south, and still the crows pursue 
him, cawing and clamouring : 

And he knoweth not whither to 
for peace and safety, and, bewildered, he 
c letteth the fish drop down : 

And the cro’ws at once leave him and 
go after the fish, 
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And the kite percheth on a tree-top 
and findeth rest and peace once more. 

And the student taketh the lesson to 
heart : 

Behold, sayetli he, my desires are the 
fish, and, while they are with me, a 
thousand cares and anxieties pursue me, 
like crows, with loud and ceaseless clam- 
ourings : 

But if I cast my desires away, all cares 
and anxieties shall cease, and there shall 
be peace and rest again for me ! 


327. 

False Anchorites. 

Put not thy trust in those anchorites, 
disciple, that carry about with them 
bundles and luggages ; 

For, verily, birds and anchorites collect 
and amass not, nor do they ever think of 
the morrow. 




U.R. 18 
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328 . 

Obstacles to Liberation. 

Hatred and sense of shame, and fear 
and caste-pride, these, verily, are fetters 
that bind the soul, my son. 

And of liberation there is no hope so 
long as these remain. 

329 . 

Contemplation. 

Behold how, while taking aim with his 
gun, the shooter becometh voiceless, how 
his breath is still : 

Even so, while the mind is fixed in Con- 
templation, the breath ceaseth, and the 
mouth speaketh not for very wonder and 
astonishment. 


330 . 


Meditation never Dull and Dry. 


Fools, fools they are that think and say 
that meditation of the Lord is dull and 
drv : 
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For is not He the Root of all Bliss, all 
Joy t 


331. 

Be not Proud of thy Riches. 

Be not proud of tliy riches, 0 man of 
wetilth. 

And if thou thinkest. Aha, how rich 
am I, think also how many there be richer 
than thyself. 

When he gleameth, even the firefly 
thinketh that he lightetli the world ! 

But his pride vanislieth when the stars 
arise. 

And the stars, when they twinkle, think 
that the world is lighted with their light I 

And then the moon ariseth*and maketh 
the stars pale with her glory. 

But the moon also in her turn thinketh 
that there is no light but her light ! • 

And when the glorious sun ariseth, the 
moon, too, fadeth away ! < 
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332 . 

The Fruit— Rind, Pulp and Seed. 

The fruit, disciple, consisteth of rind,, 
pulp and seed. 

And if thou hast to ascertain the weight 
of the whole fruit, thou canst not put 
aside the rind and the seed, thinking the 
pulp only to be tlie most valuable and 
important part of it. 

Even so, my .son, God includeth in Him- 
self tlie universe also, as the fruit includ- 
eth the I’ind and the seed as well as the 
pulp. 

And the souls that people the universe 
are like unto the seeds of the fruit, and 
the visible univer.se is like unto the rind. 


333 . 

The Mind that Knoweth of the Lord. 

That mind, verily, knoweth of the Lord, 
tlie mind that is entirely free from all 
, carnal desires. 
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334 . 

Knowledge of God. 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one 
can have full and complete knowledge of 
•the Lord : 

And since a little knowledge of Him 
sufiiceth for man’s salvation, why should 
he require more ? 

And if a glas.s only of water qneneheth 
thy thirst, disciple, why sliouldat thou 
seek to have a well-ful ? 


335 . 


Man’s Intelligence. 

Limited, very limited, indeed, is the 
intelligence of man : 

Ho\v then, witli it, can he Qver hope to 
comprehend That which is Unlimited? 

Ah, how can the jug hold a gallon of 
milk that overfloweth with a ])ound^only ? 

And, I say unto thee, man comprehend- 
eth naught of the Lord but by His Grace : 

Therefore fly to Him as thy only Re- 
fuge, and bow down unto His Will. 
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For nothing cometh unto thee, 0 man,, 
but out of His Mercy infinite and Love. 

336. 

Why art Thou Unsettled? 

Why {U't tliou unsettled in thy mind, 
why art thou in a fever, in a ferment, for 
the gew-gaws of the world, 0 man ? 

But if indeed thou wouldst be reason- 
less and beside thyself, then, be thou 
frenzied, rather, with love for the Lord, 

Yea, be willing, rather, to be called a 
mad man, for the sake of the Lord ! 

337. 

The Miseries of the Self. 

Ah, the miseries of the self, the wretch- 
edness l-he torment of individuality, 
the sorrows and the tribulations of an 
existence separate and distinct from the 
'Lord ! 
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338 . 

Not I AM ! — But Thou Xrt ! 

Behold the poor calf, — how he crieth, 

I am ! lam! 

And when he is older, how, poor beast, 
he worketh the plough in sun and in rain, 
from morning till evening. 

And when he is disabled, he is sold to 
the butcher who at last killeth him for 
his meat. 

And his skin is made into leather with 
which are made shoes to be walked in and 
trodden under foot; 

And it is also stretched on drums and 
tom-toms to be beaten with sticks : 

But alas, even these end not his 
miseries : • 

For his intestines are made into catgut 
to be stretched on the violin, and then it 
twangeth out Too-hoon 1 — Too-hoon 1^ — 
Thou art, Thou art, (O God 1) 

And now ceaseth his unhappiness, now 
endeth his agony. — * 

Even so, the unhappiness of man ceas- 
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eth only when he crieth out, Not I, but 
Thou O Lord ! — 

Only when he knoweth it as Truth it- 
self that the Lord, verily, doeth all things 
and not he. 


339. 

Work — ^not the end of Life. 

Work, mere work, I say unto you, is, 
verily, not the end of life : 

It is but a means, the first stage on the 
Path, and it teacheth the giving-up of 
the fruits of actions. 

And Work ever sayeth unto man, 
Forge ahead. Forge ahead, 0 man, until 
thou readiest the Kingdom of Heaven. 

340. 

<1 

Forge Ahead ! 

There liveth a certain wood-cutter in a 
certaih city, and daily he goeth into the 
forests for fire-wood. 

And one day as he goeth into the depths 
of the forest he cometh upon an anchorite, 
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And the anchorite sayeth unto him, 
Salutation, my brother! Go on! Forge 
ahead ! 

And as he proceedeth, he goeth that 
day further than ever he hath done, 

For he is a man of discrimination, and 
he pondereth the words of the anchorite 
in his mind, 

Saying, what if I go further and fur- 
ther, and further still, as the anchorite 
hath said, 

And surely, anchorites never utter a 
word that is empty and vain. 

And the Avoodcutter, further and fur- 
' ther he goeth and forward he ventureth 
still, 

# 

Till lo, he comet!) to a forest of sandal 
wood, and instead of fire-wood, he taketh 
a load of the best sandalwood .to the city 
and maketh a good profit. 

And next day he goeth still further into 
the forest, and findeth a mine of silver. 

AncUdaily he goeth further and further, 
each day finding something more preci- 
ous than what he hath ever found * 
before, 
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And at last he findeth a mine of 
diamonds and rubies, and thenceforward 
he liveth like a king. — 

Behold, how his keen discernment mak< 
eth a man of him, how he profiteth by 
steadily forging ahead : 

And therefore, I say unto thee, cease 
not from work, but ever forge ahead until 
thou reachest the Kingdom of God. 

341 . 

God the only Solace. 

Hard, very hard it is, disciple, to re- 
nounce the fruits of actions. 

And many acticgis there be that really 
are but carnal though they seem to spring 
from Charity : 

For hard it is to kill natural inclina- 
tion, self-will, self-interest and the desire 
to please one’s own self. 

But when the time cometh for it, all out- 
ward things are taken away, all earthly 
consolations cease. 

And the grace of Good descendeth into 
his heart and teacheth man the lesson that 
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He alone is his true solacse, He alone is his 
Eternal consolation. 

342 . 

Resignation : 

The Parable of the Man and his Hut. 

A certain man buildeth unto himself a 
hut on the top of a hill with great pains 
and much labour. 

And one day a wind ariseth, a high 
wind, which shaketh the hut to its very 
foundations. 

And the man becometh very much 
alarmed for the safety of his hut which 
he hath built with so much trouble : 

And he jirayeth to the wind, Spare, O 
Windgod, spare my hut ! 

And the wind abateth not but bloweth 
with greater fury. 

And the man prayeth with more fer- 
vour, Spare, O spare the hut, it is not 
mine ! belongeth to thy son, O Wind- 
god ! 

But still the wind bloweth on as before. 

And again he prayeth, O spare the hut,. 
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spare the hut, for it belongeth to thy son’s 
Master, 0 Windgod ! Yea, verily, it be- 
longetb to thy son’s Master ! 

But the storm rageth with more fury 
than ever, and the roof of the hut is blown 
away. 

And, seeing the walls also about to 
tumble down, he runneth out and away, 
saying, The Devil take the hut, let it go 
to the Devil ! 

And then he prayeth no more for the 
safety of his hut, but l esigneth himself to 
the !\ierey of the Loi d. 

343. 

Freedom. 

Blessed is he whom the Love of the 
Lord attracteth away from the vanities of 
the world, and wlio riseth beyond the con- 
fines of Time and Space ; . 

For, verily, he is then merged in the 
Ocean of Bliss, and his conditio]^ is like 
' unto that of the fish 

That was confined in a little water in 
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a narrow vessel, and is let loose in the 
ocean and is free. 


344. 

The Lord is the Ocean of Life 
Immortal of Bliss. 

Verily, the Lord is the Ocean of Nectar 
and*whoso drinketh but a drop of Him 
becometh immortal. 

And whoso thinketh that one going to 
drink of the Ocean, perchance, falling, 
down, is drowned, 

' Or that one plimgeth in to take in the 
most that he can of the sweetness, and so, 
also, is drowned, 

Who-so thus thinketh, he thinketh but 
foolishly, of man as a fly and of the Lord 
as a cup or a basin of syrup. — 

Ah, He is the Ocean of Life Immortal 
of Bliss, and one never loseth one’s head 
by pondering intensely of Him, . * , 

As certainly one may that mindeth ever 
more and more about outward things and 
vanities. 
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345 . 

False Charity. 

It is but false charity, my son, an illu- 
sion, a delusion, verily, when one loveth a 
thing, thinking, This is mine ! It belong- 
oth to me ! 

For true and real charity is universal 
and, verily, pointeth the w^ay to the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

And false charity turncth one away 
from the Lord, and setteth up in the heart 
a false and lesser love that confineth itsel f 
within a small and narrow limit. 

It is false charity that loveth the self 
instead of the Self. 

And the man of false charity loveth 
most his own family, his own people and 
those th^t worship the Lord in the same 
manner as he worshippeth Him : 

But the truly charitable person loveth 
all families as his own, all peoples as his 
owli, 

And this charity is devotion unto the 
Lord who, verily, who palpably, resideth 
in all, — 
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Yea, this is the Devotion that leadeth 
to Fre^om, this is the Devotion begotten 
of Love and of Charity. 

346 . 

The man of the World. 

Verily, a thousand lectures, a thousand 
sermons, a thousand discourses affect not 
the mind hardened by the corruptions of 
the world : 

Ah, how can the nail be driven into the 
wall of stone ? 

Behold, the scaly armour of the alliga- 
,tor’s back turneth the sharpest sword 
away, 

And the gourd of the mendicant pil- 
grim remaineth but a gourd though it 
travelleth along with its master through 
all the holy places on the face of the earth. 

347 . 

BspINNINGS ARE IMPERFECT. 

Behold, as soon as it is born, the calf is 
not able to stand erect on its legs, and 
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tottereth and falleth down again and 
again : 

Even so, before he can be perfect, the 
devoted disciple, — he also falleth and ris- 
eth again and again at the commencement 
of his journey along the Path. 

348 . 

When the Fit and the Unfit are not 
Distinguishable. 

, Behold, when a dust-storm ariseth, all 
the air is filled with dust, and all the land- 
scape is obscured. 

And the mango tree cannot be distin- 
guished from the tamarind tree; — 

Even so, 0 disciple, ivhen the first glow, 
the first fervour of Divine Love filleth 
with tremors the yet w'eak heart of the 
neophyt^. 

He, in the gladness of Himself, maketh 
to give of his bliss to whosoever cometh 
his tvay, 

And he knoweth not the fit from the un- 
fit. the one that receiveth his love, from 
the one that repelleth it away. 
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349. 

The Science of the Self. 

Verily, I say unto thee, a perscm is not 
a savant at all that is eminent for all ac- 
quirements but possesseth no discrimina- 
tion : 

What boots it if he knoweth all the 
sciences, but is ignorant of the Science of 
the Self ? 


350. 

The Lord’s Presence in Man. 

Behold, how, when the lamp is lit, in- 
sects come swarming about it thick and 
fast, even though no one sayeth to them. 
Come ! 

f 

Even so, disciple, he that hath lit his 
lamp whose light cannot be hidden. 

He that hath received his ordination 
from Above, he attracteth all the p<jbple 
unto himself. 

And never hath he need of proclaiming 
himself, for His Presence in him pro- 
claimeth Himself, 

U.R. 19 
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And all are dravm unto him to behold 
Him, and to hear him speak of Himself, 

As the needle is attracted unto the mag- 
net, though the magnet never sayeth unto 
the needle, O come ! 

361 . 

How THE God-ordained Man Teacheth. 

The God-ordained man, O disciple, 
may not be a savant, but, verily, -there is 
never an end to his wisdom, 

For Wisdom, that is. True Knowledge, 
is never acquired by the reading of books 
and treatises. 

And when he, the God-ordained one, 
giveth of it, the supply of it never ceaseth, 
but goeth, on, and goeth on. 

As when a vendor measureth out a heap 
of corn to his customer. 

Another man pusheth forth to him a 
fres*h heap from behind to be measured 
out as before. 

And when that quantity too hath been 
measured out, another deal is pushed out 
to him, 
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And so on till the customer hath got 
what he wanted, and is full and satisfied. 

352 . 

The Pupil must be Fit and Heady. 

Verily, O disciple, everything hath its 
own proper time and season, and no event 
happeneth or cometh to pass but in the 
fulness of its own appointed time. 

And the Master giveth instructions to 
the pupil only when he is fit and ready 
to receive them, and to entertain them 
with seriousness and loving determina- 
tion. 


353 . 

He Heareth not that hath no Ears. 

The good physician, verily, adminis- 
terth his potion unto the patient, by?force 
«ven, if need of force there be. 

But what good can it do unto the sick 
man if he eject it, unable to swallow it 
and hold it within ? 
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Even so, my son, the Master's Teach- 
ings reach not the heart through ears that 
have not lost their sensitiveness. 

354 . 

What to Pray for. 

Is not the Lord omniscient, and know- 
eth not He full well thy mind ? 

Pray to Him, therefore, for enlighten- 
ment, with a pure and artless mind, and 
surely, surely, His Light will illumine 
thy heart. 

Yea, leave aside all vanities, and fly 
unto Him as thy sole refuge, and thou 
shalt get all that thou needest for thy 
good. 


355 . 

, Know Thyself. 

Live alone and with thyself, nor go 
thou to the house of any one else, 0 my 
mind : 

Dive deep within thyself, and, thou 
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«halt find whatever thou seekest, there, 
in the inmost recesses of the heart, 

Where abideth the All-powerful Lord, 
turning, whatever The toucheth, into 
gold, 

And numberless gems lie, scattered 
about, glittering and flashing, at the en- 
trance of His Hall. 

356. 

Love. 

Let all thy intercourses with thy fel- 
lows be loving and affectionate, and, be 
thou at one with all, 

And let no dislike, no repugnance, no 
opposition darken and contract thy heart. 

Ah, do not turn up thy nose at thy 
brother, saying, Fie, thou art a Hindu, 
Fie, thou art a Christian, Fie, thou art a 
Mussulman, 

Thou worshippest the Lord that is vis- 
ible, thou hast no faith in the Invisible 
God, thou adorest the Lord without a 
form, 

And hast no faith in forms ! — ^Ah, hate 
jiot thou thy brother for his faith ! 
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For he knoweth of the Lord according^ 
as He hath given him to know, — ^no more..* 

357 . 

Love. 

Verily, I say unto thee, each man hath, 
his own nature, separate and distinct, 

And knowing thus, mix with him, as 
thou art able, wholly and without 
restraint : 

And love him as thyself, thy other self, 
and when thou goest home, 

Thou shalt find rest and joy and peace. 

And in the Light that lighteth up thy 
heart — thy home — thou shalt behold 
Thy-Self ! 


358 . 

Live in thy Self. 

Behold the cattle of the village, led out 
by the cowherd to graze upon the village 
common, how, one herd they are, 

And how, returning home at eventide,, 
they separate, cow and bull and ox. 
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And each goeth to its own stall and 
liveth in itself and by itself. 


359. 

The Man-beast. 

He, verily, is man whose slaves are 
wealth and riches, ah, not he that serveth 
these, 

And like a beast behaveth, wearing 
human form. 


360. 

Powers are Hindrances. 

Make thyself inwardly perfect rather 
than seek to gain outward perfections and 
powers of the soul ; 

For power, verily, distracteth the mind 
and maketh one vain-glorious, an^ is a 
great hindrance on the Path ; 

And, whoso is conscious of the posses-^ 
sion of one single power, verily, he nndeth* 
not Me, sayeth the Lord. 



296 


T7N1VER8AL RELIGION. 


361 . 

The Stages on the Path, 

Four are the stages on the Path of Per- 
fection, O disciple, and the first stage is 
the beginning, the stage of probation. 

And the beginner loveth to wear out- 
ward marks and symbols and to perform 
outward rites and ceremonies. 

And he confineth his devotion to the 
outward practice of holiness and purity. 

And he that hath advanced further, 
the earnest, sincere and devoted student, 
he that hath reached the second .stage, 

He, verily, delighteth not in outward 
emblems and exterior marks, but with con- 
stant earnestness yearneth afte’' the Lord, 
and burneth with love for Him , 

And, established in the silence and 
secrecy of his heart, he ever calleth upon 
the Lord, 

And prayeth unto Him always with 
utmost sincerity and whole-heartedness, 
and ever he uttereth His Holy Name. 
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362 . 

The Stages on the Path. 

f ' that hath passed beyond the second 
vii bed the third stage, he, verily, 
hatxi periected himself in so far that he 
hath found the Lord ; 

And verily, also, he knoweth it as 
Truth itself that the Lord IS, and that 
it i^ the Lord Himself that doeth all 
things. 

• he that hath reached stage the 
.»t^ith, i.*" "^erily, the perfect of the per- 

« 

not only doth he behold the Lord 
tav.e to face but he even converseth with 
TI r.. < ’ »MirV e.^tablished in all the 

’' P.nto of ji. actual and sweet rela- 

. 1 ^;^ 

» j y, It is one thing to know and 
to oeijf v< that wood containeth fire : 

>-ut It IS quite another thing to* make 
a fire utlj the wood, and then cook one’s 
food with the fire, and satisfy one’s hung-^ 
er by eating of the food, and then enjoy 
rest and peace. 
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363 . 

jf-’ 

The Endless One. 

Verily, unto you, there is no end to the 
points of view and of faith from which 
the Lord might be beheld and adored : 

But there is, always, a more glorious 
Aspect of Him than one can ever com- 
prehend. 


364 . 

Faith is the one thing that is required. 

Be ye but firmly and truly grounded in 
faith in the Lord, either in the Visible or 
in the Invisible Aspect of Him, or else 
ye cannot find Him, ye cannot realize 
Him. 

And he surely findeth Him that hath 
true and enduring faith in his Visible 
Aspeqt, 

As he also that hath a firm and true 
, faith in His Invisible Aspect only. 

For, doth not a piece of sugarcandy 
taste as sweet when one putteth it into 
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the mouth edgewise as when one eateth 
it lengthwise ? 


365 . 

The Devotion of the Self-important 

Fop. 

Behold the fop strolling in a parterre 
of flowers, looking this way and that way, 
puffed up with his own self-importance, 
and twirling his gold-headed cane : 

And he plucketh a rare flower and 
showeth it to his friend, saying, Behold, 
what a beautiful flower hath God 
created ! 

And, verily, I say unto you, such affec- 
tation advanceth not one on the path of 
Devotion greatly, and is like unto a drop 
of water on a piece of flaming ^ron. 

366 . 

Dive Deep. 

Be firmly and securely rooted in thy 
faith, O disciple : 

Yea, take a header and dive <|pep, — for 
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how const thou secure the gem that lieth 
within the Depths if only thou floatest on 
the surface of the Ocean ? 

367. 

The Lord Needeth no Extolment of 
Himself. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the Lord 
needeth no extolment of Himself from the 
mouth of His creatures. 

And, I ask you, where is the need of. 
recounting what ye call His “ Deeds,” 

As when ye pray unto Him, saying, 0 
Lord, Thou hast made the heavens, 
Thou hast made the immeasurable oceans. 
Thou hast made the moon-world, Thou 
hast made the sun world. Thou hast made 
the worlds of all the stars ? 

368. 

Gain the Friendship of the' Lord. 

Behold the simple sightseers enjoying 
the sights and scenes in the pleasure* 
gardens of the Magnate. 
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How all aco agape with wonder at the 
mere outward things on view in them ! 

How wonderful the trees ! how beauti- 
ful the flowers! how magnificent the 
lakes ! how grand the mansions ! how life- 
like the statues and the pictures ! say 
they. 

But how many of all these sightseers 
are seeking to make the acquaintance of 
the Master of the gardens? — Few, very 
few, alas ! 

And of all the people that admire Him 
and pray unto Him, how few there be 
that are eager to be introduced unto Him, 
to gain the friendship of the Lord that 
try! 


369 . 

Thou too shalt behold Him ! 

Verily, one beholdeth the Lord if one 
is eager to see Him, if one is yeaiyiing; 
for Him. 

And, verily, verily, thou, too, shalt be- 
hold Him ! 

Verily, verily, thou, too, shalt- hold con- 
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verse with Him, even as thou beholdest me 
now, even as thou boldest converse with 
me now ! 

Alas! how few there be that lend an 
ear unto me! that have it in them to 
believe in the words that I say ! 

370. 

The Lord cannot be found in the 
Scriptures. 

Verily, 1 say unto you, the Lord cannot 
be found in the Scriptures ; 

And the utmost that may be gained by 
their study is but a faint glimmering 
faith in His Being. 

And He maketh not Himself visible 
except ye, yourselves, dive within the 
Self: 

And then He will surely enlighten 
you : surely, then, all your doubts shall 

melt away. 

1/ 

371. 

Pray for Grace. 

Thou mayest certainly hood-wink thy 
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brother, O man, by thy einidition and 
scholarship, but thou canst not deceive 
the Lord. 

And the reading of thousands of books, 
and the utterance of thousands of verses 
avail thee nothing. 

And unless thou longest for Him, un- 
less thou hankerest after Him with eager 
and whole-hearted devotion, thou canst 
not reach unto Him. 

Ah, what good can meie books, mere 
scrawls on paper or palm-leaf do thee I 

And no good ever cometh to thee except 
through His Grace. 

Pray thou, therefore, that Grace may 
descend unto thee, that the favour of the 
Lord may cover and protect thee; — 

For, verily, so only canst thou behold 
the Lord and hold converse w*lth Him. 

372 . 

God is Everywhere, though not 

EVERYWHERE EQUALLY VISIBLE. 

Verily, the Lord abideth everywhere, 
in man as well as in the ant. 
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But His Glory and Power are mani> 
fest and palpable in some more than in 
others. 

For, doth not an ordinary man go to a 
great man and pay him respect and 
homage ? — 

And is it because the great man hath 
acquired a pair of horns upon his brow, 
or because he is superior to the other, the 
ordinary man, in learning, er in loving- 
kindness or in respect of some other 
godly quality? 

And behold, some one man is stronger 
and mightier than others, and one such 
man overpowereth a hundred others; 
while another is easily overcome by a 
single man. 

And the reason that one receiveth more 
honour and reverence than others, is, be- 
cause he is more learned, or because he 
is a talented singer and musician, 

Or because he is a better speaker, or 
hath superiority in some other qualifica- 
tion or acquirement : 

And, verily, he hath in him a greater 
measure of the power and splenoour of 
the Lord. 
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373. 

Why Relinquish the World? 

Why relinquish the world, disciple, 
the world which is thy fortress, verily ? 

For, fight thou must ; and were it not 
better that thou fouglitest from behind 
the ramparts of a fort till fully thou didst 
understand the nature of the fight, till 
thou wert better j)re])ai'ed to make a 
sally ? 

x\nd thou hast to fight against the pas- 
sions of the flesh that bind thee to the 
world ; 

'And thou hast to fight against hunger 
and thirst also. 

Foi’ in this iron age the breath, verily, 
abideth in food, and if the gross dull 
body getteth no nourishment for even a 
^short time, behold, how sadly it* retolteth, 
*how woefully it feeleth as sore and un- 
bearable inflictions all worship and de- 
votion ! • 


u.R. 20 
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374 . 

Relinquishment. 

A certain man one day sayeth to las 

H . 

e, 

1 .desire to relinquish the house, that 
is, the world, O wife. 

And the wife is a wise woman, and 
she saitli. verily, thou inayest, my hus- 
band, if thou do not have to go about 
begging for 1‘ood from door to door; 

But if thou do, then, surely, this one 
house were better than many. 


375 . 

The Conve.niknces of a Home. 

When '‘the man of the world desii eth to 
tread the Path, there is verily, no neecT 
for him to forsake home and family. 

For the beginner undoubtedly needeth 
preparation, and home alTordetli him 
many facilities which can nowhere else 
be obtained : 
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And home saveth one from painful 
.anxieties and restless solicitude for one’s 
^aily meals : 

And if one desireth female companion- 
ship, lo, one liath his own lawful wife to 
him. 

And during ailments and in infirm- 
ities, home fiirnisheth tender nursing 
and ready and affectionate ministration 
and relief ; 

And whatsoever one’s body requireth 
for sustenance and siii)port, that, verily, 
one findeth at home readv and at hand. 


370 . 


Whoso Seeketh Him findeth Him. 

Verily, when the heart is illumined 
with the Light of Knowledge* the Lord 
appeareth not. at a distanc^e, far off, but 
near and close at hand ; 

And, then, That becoineth This : • 

Yea, the Lord is to be found even in the 
heart, and He abideth in all, and whoso 
seeketh Him findeth H|pi. 
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377 . 

Resignation. 

If one that is in the world and hath to- 
attend to various outside duties and 
activities finding neither time nor prone- 
ness to meditation and practice, 

And if such a one really coveteth the 
sweet companionship of the Lord, 

Let him, having full and perfect con- 
fidence in the Lord, give unto Him, as it 
were, a general j)ower-of -attorney, 

Resigning with a loving, bowing trust, 
himself and all his affairs to His fatherly 
care, himself I’eposing peacefully and 
without the least anxiety, and only per- 
forming that which .simply cometh to liim 
to be performed. 

For when one maketh ovei- absolutely 
his affairs and properties to another that, 
is an upright, pure, and good man, doth 
the trustee ever do anything but good to* 
his' trust and his ward? 
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. 3V8. 

The Duties of the House-holder. 

Verily, tiie householder also hath his 
various and dilhcult duties to fulfil : 

He hath to rear and train his children. 

He hath to maintain and love his wife, 
for hai’d-heai’ted they call him that doeth 
not this. 

And he tliat hath in him no love, no 
tenderness, is not a human being, .surely. 

And he must feed his children until 
they are of age. 

For. look at the parent birds, how they 
peck at their offspring when they are old 
enough to take care of themselves. 

And the householdei' must .also instruct 
his \vife and pre})are her for'the Path 
even while living with her. 

And, if she be a chaste and devoted 
wofiiian, make provision for her living, 
should he depart before her. 
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379. . 

When J3utie.s Forsake the Student. 

Verily, if (me be really frenzied with; 
love for the l.ord, and aetiiallv unable’ to 

manage himself his outward affairs, his 
duties foivsiike him : 

And then not he, but Himself taketh 
('are of him and maketh IV.j him jirovi- 
sion foi* the mori-ow: 

And lie inaketli pi-ovisiun for the fa- 
mily also, even as the ti ustee malceth pro- 
vision foj‘ the child and tlie family also 
when the father dieth. 

380. 

When P^ace .vnd Freedom are Gained.. 

Verily, illumination juoceedeth as 
carnality receedetli, and, when the 
mastery of the passions hath ceased 
together, the Light dawneth ujpon the • 
soul, and man no longer feeleth that he is 
tlie body. 

And then, likfe copra the dried meat 
of the coconut, he feeleth himself apart 
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from liis shell, that is. the body, and is no 
loneer affected bv its pleasures and its 
pains. 

And then he seeketh not tlie pleasures 
of the senses : lie wandereth over the 
world in peace and freedom. 

381. 

The Real Mutheii. 

The Mother is not thy god-mother, 
but thy Real and True Mother, 0 dis- 
ciple. 

Be thou therefore peiemptoiy in thy 
fieihands, and cease not crying until thou 
obtainest what thou askest : 

Yea, be thou like unto the obstinate 
child that taketh no denial, and the 
Mother* will surely yield at last.. 

Ah, if only thou didst know thy Real 
Mother ! 

382. 

» 

The Goodness of God and the Rights 
OF His Children. 

Wherein doth the Goodness, the Kind- 
liness of God consist, O disciple? 



312 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


In this, that He taketh c^re df thee and 
feedeth thee, thou sayest ? 

But I say unto thee, wherein doth the 
right of the child consist? 

Hath not the child this right that his 
father must take care of him, must pro- 
vide him with food ? 

For if the father take no care of his 
own child, who else will ? 

383 . 

The Image Leadeth to the Realization 
OF the Reality. 

Before thou canst behold in it the re- 
flection of the sun of knowledge, thou 
must cleanse well the mirror of thy self 
with prayers and witli tears of repentance, 
O disciple : 

And as long as thy self lasteth, so long 
shalt thou have to be contented with the 
Image only. 

And, fixing thy mind on the Image 
that is visible in the waters of the self, 
thou wilt surely come to realize the 
Reality of the Self at last. 
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384 . 

The Results of Realization. 

Behold how the water in the pond is 
deeply agitated when a large fish cometh 
up suddenly darting to the surface : 

Even so, divine ecstasy floodeth one’s 
mind with raptures and bliss untold, when 
one feeleth the Lord within, when one 
awaketh to the Reality, 

And then one laugheth and crieth, and 
danccth and cla})peth one’s hands in joy. 


385 . 


Hoav to get a Glimpse of the Lord. 

One wishing to see the water in a pond 
covered with a confervous *scum must, 
first of all, move the green coating apart : 

And, verilv, this is the w^ork one must 

V 

do before one getteth a glimpses of the 
water beneath ; . * 

Even so, one must do certain actions te 
remove the coating of ignorance that 
hideth the waters of life from one’s gaze : 
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And meditation and recitation of His 
Name, and charity and sacrifice, these 
are the works that must be performed 
before one may get a glimpse of the Lord. 


38(i. 

Of .Understanding the Scriptures. 

An indistinct hum is the i>niy sound 
that reacheth one's ears a I a :ance 
from tlie market-jilace; 

Hut when one goetii within, one liear- 
eth distinctly tlie exact words uttered by 
the buyei's and selleis, understanding 
them fullv : 

I' 

Even so, disciple, one tibtaineth but a 
faint and indistinct idea of the Lord so 
long*as one confineth himself to the mere 
reading of the Scriptures ; 

Rut when one reacheth near unto Him, 
one gett-eth a clear and distinct idea of 
Him as conveyed by each "ord that is 
written concerning Hirii in the Sorip- 
tHires. 
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387 . 

Where is the King ? 

The King, verily, liveth in the innei- 
most Chamber of IJis Palace, and, to 
reach Him, one hath to ])ass seven por> 
tals, severe vestiliules . 

AikI one is luit f<M.»lish and ignorant 
that, before he liath, ci’ossing the first 
portal, passed the second vestibule even. 

Clamonreth and eiupiireth of whom- 
soevei’ he meeteth therein. \\ lierc is tlu* 
King? Where is the King? 

3S!S. 

Everything dkpexdf.tii upon Ills Grace. 

Then inquirest , (iiscij)le, ivhat actions 
one hath to perforin in ordei' to find the 
Lord ? 

Ah, it is not so, and it cannot definitely 
be said, what actions performing ‘and 
what actions refraining from, the Lord 
may be reached. • 

For, verily, it all dependeth upon His 
Grace : 
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And, earnest and persistent yearning 
after Him maketh one perform actions for 
His sake and so seeureth His Grace. 


389 . 

Facilities come only through the 
Grace of the Lord. 

First of all, disciple, the householder 
requireth prujiitious circumstances and 
favourable liappeniiigs to help him for- 
wai*d on the Wav, and only the Grace of 
the Lord can secuie unto him some or all 
of these : 

IVrhaps he seciireth good and holy 
company, oi* a good and keen discrimi- 
nating power, or the help of a teachei- 
and guide; 

Or per]ia})s he is !clie\od of all the biir- 
<lens of the household, that is, the ^A’orld, 
1)V a brother wiio ur.dertaketh to ])rovide 
for the tamily ; 

Or pcrhaj)s his wife turneth out a good 
and virtuous woman, an earnest and pu)- 
per helpmeet unto him ; 

Or, may be. he marrieth not at all, and 
so, is easily free : 
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And, verily, such facilities, disciple, 
come only through the Grace of the Lord. 


390 . 

How Facilities come through the 

Grace of the Lord — an Example. 

A certain man hath iiis only son sick 
unto death. 

And all the physicians of the place 
prescribe for the patient, but fail to effect 
a cure, and so they give ii}> all hope of 
a recovery. 

At last, however, an itinerant doctor 
arrivctli and, examining the sick man, 
pronounceth the malady to be curable, 
though the remedy whicli he prescribeth 
is deemed almost im[)o.ssible to be ob- 
tained. • 

And the remedy is this : Rain falling 
when the moon is in conjunction with the 
star Arcturus and accumulated in^a hu- 
man skull — ^a venomous snake pursuing a 
flog; and the frog, leaping right over 
the skull holding the water, escaping, and* 
the snake dashing forward to seize it. 
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emitting its venom into the water in the 
skull : and the water with the venom in 
it is to make the sick man whole again. 

And the fatlier setteth out at a propi- 
tious moment to find the remedy prescrib- 
ed by the doctor. 

And he prayeth unto the Lord as he 
trdvelleth, saying. Bring about, O Lord, 
all that is requisite for tlie pioduction of 
the m'edicine to cure my son ! 

And lo, he hatli not gone far when he 
observcth a human skull lying upon a 
held : 

And just then, also, the mcK>n happen- 
eth to lie in conjunction with Arcturus, 
and rain also i’allctli and a little of it ac- 
cumulateth in the .skull-cup : 

And lo, a frog also cometh along, hop- 
ping, and stoppelh c*lose to the skull, and 
the man prayeth with a beating heart,* 
Have mercv, O Lord I 

And, presently, behold, a venomous 
snake cometh along and maketh to seize 
the frog. 

And the frog leapeth right over the 
skull and away, and the snake, dashing 
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forward to seize it, emitteth its venom 
into the water in the skull : 

And the fathei* taketh it and going 
home administereth it according to the 
doctor’s direc'tions unto his dying son, 
who becometh whole again ! 

And, theret'ore. 1 say unto you, when 
intense longing and earnest yearning fill' 
the heart, the grace of God verily descen- 
deth. ami His Will is done! 


m. 

Resignation to the Will of the Lord. 

Stay in ihe world, disciple, even like 
the dry leaf which roanieth hither and 
thither as the wind moveth it. 

And soinetiines it lieth on clean and 
sometimes tui a dirty spot, and heedeth 
not where it be : 

Even so, live in the world alway^s con- 
tented, knowing that the Lord hath plac- 
ed thee where thou art : 

And when it plcaseth Him, He will 
take thee to a better place. 
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Therefore resign tiiyself absolutely to 
the will of the Lord and, verily^no trouble 
shall there be for thee, no care, and thou 
shalt find that whatever happeneth is but 
according to the will of tl)e Lord. 


392 . 


“ By the Will of the Lord. ’ 

In a certain town there liveth a weav- 
er, and he is virtuous and honest, and 
trusted and beloved of the people. 

And he weaveth cltJths of* yarn and 
selletli them in the market. 

And when a customei’ cometh and en- 
(piireth the price of some piece, he count- 
eth and c-alculateth, saying, 

Verily, by the will of the Lord, the 
yarn cost me so much, and, by the will of 
the Lord, the labour was worth so much ; 

And by the will. of the Lord, the profit 
should be so much, and tlierefore, by the 
will of the Lord, the price should oe so 
much. 

Now, one night, the good weaver repos- 
eth himself in his courtyard after sup- 
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per, smoking, and sometimes meditating 
on the Lord also. 

And a gang of robbers come up and 
seize him and take him along with them 
to the house of a w'ealthy citizen whom 
they attack and plunder. 

And they force him to carry a load of 
their booty on his head like a porter. 

And as they pass through the streets, 
the Police come up ; but the robbers all 
run away, and they seize the porter, that 
is, the weayer, and confine him in the 
lock-up for the night. 

And next morning they take him before 
the Justice for his trial, and he relateth 
his story : 

Verily, my lord, by the will of the Lord, 
I ate my supper last night, and, by the 
w'ill of the Lord, I sat in my dourtyard, 
smoking, by the will of the Lord, and 
meditating on the Lord, by the will of the 
Lord. * 

And lo, my lord, by the will of the 
Lord, a gang of robbers came up and, by 
the will of the Lord, they seized me and 
took me to the house of the rich man 

u.R. 21 
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whom, by the will of the Lord, they 
plundered. 

And then, by the will of the Lord, they 
put this load upon my head and made me 
go along with them. 

And lo, by the vrill of the Lord, the 
Police cjime up and, by the will of the 
Lord, the robbers ran away. 

And then, by the will of the Lord, the 
Police seized and put me in the lock- 
up : 

And now, by the will of the Lord, they 
have brouglit me before your lordship, 
and here I am, by the will of the Lord. 

And now his neighbours, heal ing of all 
that hath happened, appear before the 
Justice, and swear to the innocence of the 
weaver who, accordingly, is found not 
guilty and l eleased : 

And on his way home he sayeth to his 
friends. Verily, by the will of the Lord, I 
am released ! 

And, verily, I say unto you, it is not 
man's choice either to live in the world or 
to relinquish it : for it all dependeth up- 
on the will of the Lord, entirely : 
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And it is mwt and proper, therefore, 
that ye resign ^yourselves entirely to His 
Will. 


393. 

The more one thinketh of God, the 

BETTER. 

Verily, verily, T say unto thee, as much 
more thou thinkest of the Lord, so much 
more will this world and its allurements 
appear imto thee vain, trifling and of 
little account. 

And as much more thy devotion unto 
the Lord increaseth, even so much more 
shall all desire for outward enjoyments 
decrease in thee : 

And so much more, also, shalt thou 
cease to think of ease and comfort for the 
body, 

And so much more, also, shall woman 
appear unto thee even as thine .own 
mother, disciple; 

And so much more shalt thou learn to 
behold thy own wife as thy companion 
and help-mate on the Way : 
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And, verily, the beast in thee shall die* 
and the god shall come to Tbe born, 

And thou shalt be enabled to roam over 
the world in perfect freedom. 


304 . 

Man, the Supreme Essence. 

The Lord, verily, is Infinite. 

And, verily, also, the Infinite becometh 
visible in an infinite number of' finites. 
and then, the Essence Su])reme shineth 
as Man. 


3nr). 


The Mystery to be Comprehended must 

BE Fei.t. 

M 

Verily, I say unto thee, the Lord des- 
cendeth into the worhi : 

But the mystery, my son. must be felt, 
must be seen face to face before it can be 
understood : 

And in no other way can it be grasped 
and ('omprehended. 
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396 . 

The Lord Cometh. 

Verily, the Lord desceiideth into Man 
even as the milk which is the essence of 
the cow descendeth into her udder : 

And, verily, also, the Lord sometimes 
descendeth as Man to give unto man sweet 
lessons of Love and Devotion. 

397 . 

A Part Kevealeth the Whole. 

Ah, what is there in all the universe 
that can hold all of the Lord in itself as 
a great or a small Idea 1 

Ah, where is the necessity of the Self 
disclosing fully Itself in the self? 

For to behold Him in Incarnation is as 
well as to behold Him face to face. 

For if one toucheth either a horn er the 
tail of the cow, verily, one toucheth 'the 
whole COW; 

And one that toucheth but a spot on the 
'Ganges, toucheth the whole of the Holy 
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River, though he hath not actually touch- 
de all its parts from the source down to 
the mouth. 

And if one toucheth thy feet, verily, 
one toucheth thy whole body, and one that 
toucheth one little spot on the Ocean, 
verily, toucheth the whole of the vast 
Ocean Itself. 


398 . 

The Essence of the Lord is in M.a.n. 

Verily, the essence of fire abideth every- 
where, but most it abideth in wood. 

Even so, if thou seekest for the Essence 
of the Lord, seek It, and thou shalt find 
It in Man : 

For His Glory, His Sjilendour, mostly 
fdiineth in Man : 

And when thou findest one brimming 
over 'with Love for the Lord, 

» 

One that laugheth and weepetb, and 
danccth and singeth for joy, beholding 
the Lord, and is intoxicated and frenzied 
with a grea^love for the Lord, 
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Then, thou shalt know for certain that 
the Lord hath descended into that Man 
and, visibly unto thee, He shineth in 
Him! 

399 . 

How TO Make the Reading of Scrip- 
tures Profitable. 

How the almanacs predict the amount 
of the rainfall during the ensuing year I 

But even if they be squeezed auvl press- 
ed hard, all the almanacs combined, yield 
not even a single drop of water. 

Even so, disciple, the mere reading of 
the scriptures maketh never a man relv 
gious. 

And one must practise the virtues, one 
must change entirely the trend and cha- 
racter of the mind, to make their reading 
profitable. 


400 . 

The Dangers of Living in the World. 

Both, verilv, are one and the same, the 
knowledge of the illuminated household- 
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er and the knowledge of the anchorite, — 
he that hath renounced the world utterly. 

But remember, my son, that the en- 
lightened one, if he liveth in the world, 
exposeth himself to great dangers, for, 
in the world, lust and greed always 
threaten him, sometimes moie, sometimes 
less. 

For let one be careful how he may, ones 
clothes are certain to be soiled if one liv- 
eth in a room that is full of soot or coal. 

4dl 402. 

Knowledge must not be Imparted to 
THE Unworthy. 

Fresh butter, O disciple, keepeth well 
in a clean and fiesh earthen-pot, 

But it i§ sure to be s])oiled if it be 
kept in a vessel that is tainted and foul. 

Behold, when paddy is fried, a few of 
the grains burst and leap out of the pan, 

And these are whole, full, and per- 
fectly spotless. 

But the other fried grains remain in 
the pan, and these also pass muster, and 
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are quite satisfactory and adequate, but 
still these retain a little tarnish and 
colour : 

And, mark me, the man that hath re- 
linquished the world entirely and hath 
attained illumination is, verily, like un- 
to the grain that hath leapt out of the 
pan and is spotlessly w'hite; 

And the one that is enlightened and 
liveth in the w'orld is like unto the grains 
that remain in the pan, fried well, and 
good, but still, tinged a little brown. 

403 . 

Little Spots and Blemishes Matter 

NOT. 

Behold, the moon hath liUle spots all 
over him, and there are marks also and 
patches. 

But, all the same, he illiimineth, find 
the blemishes mar not his radiance : 

Even so, disciple, the illuminated , 
householder may retain in himself some 
little marks and corruptions of the world, 
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But these, verily, do him no harm, and 
affect not the elegance and the grace of 
his soul. 


404. 

The Selfish Man and the Unselfish 

Man. 

There is a certain man that delighteth 
in partaking of sweet and dainty things 
in seia*et and apart, 

And, before he cometh out of his pri- 
vacy, he Uiketh pains to wipe and 
wash his mouth, 

Lest they, his friends, that sit w^aiting 
for him in the antechamber, 

Should know' of what things he hath 
eaten, and s.iy among themselves, in W'his- 
pers, 

Lo, he Imth been eating such sweet 
things, and hath he asked us to a share? 

And there is another man that when- 
, ever he lindeth something new and sweet 
for the table, 

Inviteth his friends to a share of 
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the dainties, and never he eateth of any- 
thing alone : 

But even if a sweet little mango there 
be on the table, he cutteth it up into bits 
and divideth it among his associates and 
friends and with them also enjoyeth it 
himself : — 

And which of these two, thou think- 
est, is the fuller, the nobler and the hap- 
pier man ? 


405 . 

How Faith Helpeth, 

Behold, how the simple gourd helpeth 
one, disciple, in keeping oneself afloat on 
the sea, how it saveth one fiiom drown- 
ing : 

But woe unto the man if tlie gourd be 
cracked or if it have a rent in it, • , 

For, then, water soon filleth it up and 
it draggeth down the holder of it also to 
the bottom. 

Even so, my son, Faith, like the gourd. 



332 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


helpeth one on the vast ocean of life and 
saveth one from drovsrning : 

But if there be rents in it, little holes 
of doubt and disbelief, the holder of such 
a faith is verily dragged down to the 
bottom of the ocean of despair. 


406 . 

Sincerity and Earnestness Rectify 
ALL Mistakes. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the man 
that loveth the Lord sincerely and desir- 
cth earnestly to find Him, findeth Him at 
last. 

And the force, the energy of his devo- 
tion helpeth him and carrieth him for- 
ward on th^ Path. 

And if he maketh a mistake at the very 
commencement of his journey or at some 
further stage of it. going north instead 
of south. 

He surely meeteth with somebody who 
pointeth his mistake unto him and direct- 
eth him aright : 
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And then the pilgrim changeth * his 
course, for he seeth and knoweth the mis- 
take he hath made, 

And onward and ever onward he wend- 
eth his way and reacheth his goal at last. 

407 . 

The Invisible — Visible Lord. 

Once upon a time an anchorite goeth 
on a pilgrimage and visiteth the shrine 
of the Lord at a certain place : 

And, seeing the Image within the 
Temple, a doubt ariseth in liis muid, and 
lie wondereth, saying, Is the Lord vis- 
ible? or, is He invisible? 

And, closing his eyes, lie jiasseth his 
stick acro.ss the sanctum, but it toncheth 
not the Image, for tiie Image i^ not there : 

And then he repasseth it, seeing, and lo, 
it toucheth the Image of the Lord : 

x\nd he taketh this as a sign fropa the 
Lord, saying unto him, as it were, 

Behold, I am visible, yea, palpably 
visible, when thine eyes are open, when 
thou seest. 
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And the same, though invisible, am I 
while thine eyes are sealed with ignor- 
ance, and seeing, thou seest Me not 1 

408 . 

The Lord Visible — Invisible. 

Hard, very ha id it is to compreliMid 
how tile Lord, being invisible, can be 
visible also, 

And doubt naturally ariseth in the 
neophyte’s mind, and he wondereth, 
thinking, If the Lord be invisible, how 
can lie be visible also? And if He be 
visible, why doth lie have various forms ? 

And verily, one cannot understand the 
Mystery before one hath found Him ; 

And unto the earnest seeker after Him 
He appearetli through many ideas, 
through many forms. 

409 . 

• The Dyer. 

A cei’tain man hath a bucket of colour- 
ing liquid, and many people come to him 
to have their raiments dyed. 
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And he asketh a customer, Tell me, 
Brother, what colour wouldst thou like 
to have thy cloth dyed ? 

And the customer sayeth. Red let it be 

And the dyer dippeth the cloth into his 
bucket, and lo, it is dyed red. 

And to another he sayeth, Well, 
Brother, what colour wouldst thou have? 

And he sayeth, Blue shall it be. 

And the dyer plungeth the fabric into 
the bucket, and lo, it is dyed blue. 

And then a third customer cometh 
unto the dyer, and he sayeth, Brother, 
dye this piece all green. 

And he plungeth the cloth into the same 
bucket, and taketh it out dyed all green. 

And whosoever cometh to him to have 
his cloth dyed in whatever colour, the 
dyer plungeth his piece into tVe self-same 
bucket, and giveth it back to him dyed 
in the very colour in which the customer 
wisheth it dyed. ^ 

And a man, a customer also, that stand- 
eth by watching the master of the bucket, 
wondereth, saying in his mind. How* 
w’onderful ! 
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And the dyer sayeth unto him, Come 
now, what colour wouldst thou have? 

And he answereth, Yea, brother, that 
tint let me have that illumineth thyself 1 


41U. 

Devotion and Knowledge. 

Make pure thy mind by controlling it 
by practice and exertion, and Light will 
come unto tliee : thus sayeth the man of 
knowledge, he, that knoweth : 

But O disciple, by devotion also one is 
led to the Lotus-Feet of the Lord, and 
the devotee hath not to make a distinct 
effort and a separate attempt to subdue 
the carnal mine! ; 

For, verily, true devotion utterly in 
clineth the clevotee unto Him, and awak- 
eneth in his heart a fervent longing 
and he delighteth in a constant utter- 
ance of the sweet Name of his Beloved, 

And this utter fervency kindleth the 
fire of his soul, and thus are consumed 
to ashes all the passions of the flesh. 
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411 . 

The Perfect and the Imperfect “ I*s.” 

Verily the “ I ” in man is of two kinds : 

The mature, that is, the perfect “ I,” 
and the imperfect, that is, the callow 
“ I.” 

• And when this mature, this perfect 
“ I,” fully recognizeth Itself, and that is 
to say, when one reacheth the super-con- 
scious state, the “ I ” dissolveth away, 

And how one feeleth when one resteth 
in Absolute Being, 

And how one feeleth when one resteth 
in It, and what one seeth when in that 
state, Ah, who can tell? 

For he that would speak and describe 
— the “I,” Ah, where is he? Ah, where am 
I? % 

« 

And this “ I,” when it d^cendetb to 
the self, the consciousness of the world, 
becometh the I, the servant of the Lord, 
or the I, the devotee of the Lord, the’ I 
that knoweth the Self and is awake. 


n.B. 22 
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412 . 

The Imperfect “ I.” 

Behold, the imperfect, the callow “ I,” 
— and this “ I ” thinketh, Verily, I am 
the doer ! Behold, how rich I am ! How 
learned ! And who is there to say me, 
Nay? 

And the callow ' I,*’ when he catcheth 
a thief, giveth him a sound drubbing 
first, and then handeth him over to the 
Police, saying, How dare he, the villain ! 
He knoweth not me I What presumption I 
— To steal my propei ty ! 

413 . 

The “ I ” OF THE Child. 

The “ I ” OF the Man. 

Verily, the “ I ” of the little child is 
like unto the perfect “ I,” for the quali- 
ties bind not the child to the world, and 
he acteth and thinketh as one that is 
free. 

And the “ I ” of the man, immersed 
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in the world, is the callow, the immature 

“ I ” : 

For this “ I ” hath pride and vanity, 
and hatred and shame and fear ; 

And vain and empty thoughts warp 
its judgments, and deceit da]i^eneth its 
heart ; 

And it delighteth in revenge and for- 
geteth not an injury easily. 

414. 

The l^ROUD Man. 

Knowledge, verily, enlighteneth not the 
heart that is proud of learning, that 
boasteth of weaith and riches. 

For the pi*pud man always thinketh of 
his own importance, and if so^Ue one go- 
eth to him and sayeth, Come let us go and 
visit the holy man. 

He sayeth at once, Alas, I cannot go, 
I have no time ! 

And in his mind he thinketh, I, that 
.am a greatman, I, to go and visit the holy 
man! 
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415 . 

How THE Passions are to be Directed. 

Verily, lust, anger, avarice, heedless- 
ness, vanity and envy, these are the ene- 
mies of man, the mighty powers of dark- 
ness that hurl him headlong into destruc- 
tion. 

And if one is imable to crush them out 
of the self, let one but elian^e the direc- 
tion of these dark forces of the mind, 
using them for one’s own higher ends : 

When lust assaileth one, let one think 
how all earthly beauty soon fadeth away. 

And let one fix one's mind on the 
Beauty that perisheth iievei’ : 

And when anger exciteth, let one turn 
it into holy indignation, saying to the 
enemy, f 

Begone, thou canst not bind me wdth 
thy fetteis, for I, too, am the son of my 
F«ath^!‘ 1 I am free ! 

And when avarice creepeth into one's 
mind, let one’s desires go out for wealth 
that never perisheth, toward riches that 
ever increase : 
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And O disciple, rather be mindless of 
the world and its fleeting joys and sor- 
rows, 

Rather be heedless of the passing day 
and night that confine thee within the 
limits of the petty self, 

Rather be filled with pride that thou, 
too, art heir to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that the Lord loveth even thee, careth 
even for thee ! 

* And let envy stimulate thee to make 
greater exertions than thy brother to 
reach unto the K ingdom of the I/)rd ! 

416 . 

Resignation. 

Resign thyself wholly unto the Will 
of the Lord, and He will helf^thee in thy 
hour of danger : 

Behold, the child that himself holdeth 
on to the hand of his father whil^v^alk- 
ing, runneth the risk of stumbling and 
falling; 

But the child whom the father himself 
holdeth and supporteth with his hand, 
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runneth no risk at all and is perfectly 
safe. 


417 . 

The Sage. 

The sage, verily, possesseth the nature, 
the simplicity, the trust and the candour 
of the child : 

For he always thinketh himself to ba? 
a child in the presence of the Father, and 
hath no pride, no vanity in him : 

And all his power is the Power of the 
Lord, his Father s Power, not his owm : 

And such is his pursuasion, such is his 
firm conviction, such is his ir 'shaking 
belief ! 


The Light of Li’^e. 

I 

Ah, how can the insect any longer re- 
main in the dark when it seetli a light 
afar off or near ? 

And it stoppeth not until it reacheth 
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the tlfime, caring naught whether it liv- 
or j^eiisheth : 

But the Light of Life, though bright- 
V 1* by far, scorcheth not like the flame of 
tile lamp, nor doth it kill : 

And It cooleth and sootheth one in- 
iinitely that ilieth to It, filling the heart 
with peace, gladness and joy eternal. 

419 . 

The Emptiness of the World. 

One, verily, realizeth the vanity and 
emptiness of the world when death hath 
taken away his nearest and dearest re- 
lative : 

Ah, how can one wrangle and jangle 

i !. .s r on the day of his sorrow ? 

j (W ■ 'ti» one enjoy the pleasures 
/rir' ents of the festive board 
oa r *' oe and lamentation ? 

Even ho ■’’‘^ciple, the joys and the de- 
lights of vne ^esh attract not the (Jevotee 
that hath f ’ught a glimpse of the Lord, 

E doth he not now realize for ever 
the t iuptine-ss and the hollowness of the * 
world ? 
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420 . 

Knowledge Cometh not from Books. 

Many there be, disciple, that think that 
knowledge cometh from books only, that 
only reading maketh one wise and 
learned. 

But I say unto thee, to hear about a 
thing is better than the reading of an 
account of it, and the seeing of it more 
profitable than the hearing of it : 

And doth not one get a better know- 
ledge of the holy city by hearing of it 
from some one that hath been to it, than 
by the mere reading of a description of 
it? 

And, again, is not the seeing of the 
city itself far better than the mere hear- 
ing of an account of it? 

421 . 

The Player and the Watcher op a 
Game. 

Behold, the man of the wprld thinketh, 
how clever am I, how wise ! 



RAMKRISHNA. 


345 


But alas, .the eiijijoyments of sense-ob- 
jects so fully 6ccupy him that he knoweth 
not what he doeth and sayeth ! 

As in a game of chess, the players, 
each intent wholly upon himself, each 
absorbed wholly in his own musings, 

Are less able to detect the errors in the 
moves than he that sitting apart, 'v^atch- 
eth the game. 

Even so, my son, the sage that hath re- 
nounced the world comprehendeth more 
of its racketings than the worldling who 
is entirely absorbed in them. 

in 

422 . 

How THE All becometh the Part. 

Hard and very diflicult it is, O dis- 
ciple, for man to comprehend l|ow the All 
becometh the part. 

How the Eternal, the Infinite confineth 
Himself within 'His manifestations and 
pervadeth all. 

Ah, how can he, with his little know- 
ledge, with his puny understanding, as- 
sert that the Lord, becometh not man, 
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that is, He taketh* never the body of 
flesh ? 

And, verily, all his efforts to under- 
stand Him aright are vain like unto the 
fruitlm endeavours of one that essayeth 
to retain a gallon of milk in a phial thal 
can hold but an ounce. 


423 . 

ITeartng and Seeing. 

In a certain city there liveth a learn- 
ed man, and, night and day he readeth 
.and disciissetli b(H)ks and papers. 

And one day a friend of his cometh to 
him and sayeth, O friend, I am just back 
from the scene of a great disaster : 

For the /louse of the millionaire in the 
northern part of the city hath fallen down 
and it is but a heap of ruins, alas, and 
many, are the poor victims that lie buried 
imder the walls. 

But the learned man smileth and sayeth, 
I believe thee not, my friend, why tellest a 
lie? 
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Behold, the papers say naught of the 
incident, why, I find not anything con- 
cerning it in the papers ! 

Even so, my son, many there be that 
think that the Lord manifesteth Himself 
never in Man, 

And they laugh at. and ridicule the 
sage that knoweth the Lord, having seen 
Him, and knowing, asserteth. He doth ! 

424 . 

Not a Leaf even Stiriieth without 
His Will. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, not a leaf 
even stirreth without the Will of the 
Lord ! 


425 . 

Doubt not the Sage. 

Doubt not, O disciple, the words of the- 
sage, the great-souled one, who hath 
found the Lord : 

Yea, repose the most implicit confi- 



UNIVERSAL RELIGION. . 


348 

dence in what be sayeth concerning fhe 
Lord, for he thinketh of Him always, 

And always pondereth Him, and when 
he speaketh of Him, he speaketh with 
authority, 

Even as the lawyer always museth on 
law, and weigheth and perpendeth his 
cases, and endorseth only what he findeth 
to be leasonable and just. 


426 . 

Faith. 

Verily, I say unto thee, knowledge in- 
creaseth with Faith : 

And faith may be likened unto hunger 
tliat giveth relish unto food. 

And, nfark me, disciple, the cow that 
is squeamish, that picketh and nibbleth 
her lood. 

Blit dribbleth and drizzleth her milk : 
but the cow that is lickerish and wishful 
for grub. 

And heartily muncheth and gulpeth 
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her provender, she, verily, openeth the 
floodgates of her udder, 

And delugeth the can with her milk ! 


427 . 

The Faith of the Child. 

Behold, how strong is the faith of the 
little child : 

The mother sayeth unto him, O my 
child, this is thine brother, 

And he setteth him down as his brother 
though never he may have seen him be- 
fore : 

And she sayeth. Hush, yonder is the 
bugaboo ! and, verily, .the child quaketh 
with fear! 

Ah, such a faith, such a reliance, such 
a tnist attracteth the grace of the Lord f 

And, verily, 0 disciple, the Lord re- 
maineth always distant and afar oft, • 

From cunning and astuteness, the sub- 
dolous craft of the world ! 
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428 . 

Good company Allayeth the fever 
OF* THE World. 

Verily, O disciple, association and 
companionship with the wise and holy is 
always a necessity, 

And can never be safely dispensed with 
.altogether, for the fever of the world 
leaveth man never : 

Ah, sit not merely listening unto the 
words of the sage, but do always as he 
adviseth thee to do : 

For what good can the medicine do un- 
to thee, unless thou takest it, 

Unless thou dost regulate thy diet also ; 
unless, too, the food thou eatest be proper 
and wholesome and light? 


429 . 


Pray only for the Lord’s Grace. 

Blessed is he that loveth the Lord for 
His Own sake and feeleth a causeless de- 
'votion unto Him, 
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And prayeth unto Him always, O Lord, 
I want not riches nor honour nor any 
other creature-comfort, 

But grant unto -Thy servant Grace ! 
And may I always love Thee for Thy 
Sike only ! 


430 . 

The Lord manifesteth Himself as man. 

Verily I say unto you, the Lord mani- 
festeth Himself as Man, and verily, He 
assumeth human form : 

For though he be everywhere and in 
everything, yet that meeteth not fully the 
requirements of man. 

Nor doth it wholly fulfil his high ambi- 
tion, his glorious destiny ; 

And so the Lord createth !^imself as 
Man, and liveth among men as onQ of 
themselves, — 

For whatever part of the cow’s body 
one toucheth, one toucheth but the cow 
herself : 

But unless one toucheth her udder, 
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one's desire to procure her milk can never 
be fulfilled. 


431 . 

, The Profession of the Physician. 

Verily, the profession of the physician 
is noble and highly respectable, some 
think ; — 

And it is so, undoubtedly, if the physi- 
cian, in loving-kindness to his suffering 
brother. 

Doth what he can to salve him : but to 
take money for one’s services hardeneth 
the heart, surely. 

And payment for services to a poor 
ailing brother ! It is verily a mean, shame- 
ful and dirty work ! 

432 . 

Good and Agreeable Company. 

j- 

Verily, I say unto thee, one may choose 
for himself any profession, any work, he 
liketh, and do it, unharmed. 



RAMKRISHNA. 


353 


If he but keep the company of the wise 
and the holy, sometimes, as a good and 
profitable recreation : 

And such company he obtaineth, such 
company he surely findeth if he have but 
love for the Lord. 

Behold, a tippler always seeketh a tip- 
pler for friend, but a sober man if he 
meeteth, him he passeth by : 

But joy, what joy ! — when tippler 
meeteth toper, toss-pots both, both 
thirsty souls, and so. embrace each other 
with excessive joy. 

433. 

Acquire Faith First. 

Verily, before one can take the first 
step, berore one can set to work and make 
a beginning, one must acquire faith : 

And faith bringeth to the mind the 
image of the thing or tlie accomplishfnent 
that is sought, 

And with the image predominating 
one’s mind, joy also cometh, joy of ful- 

U.R. 23 
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iilment, and one setteth about and layeth 
the first stone. 


434 . 

The Lord Doeth all Things. 

Verily, I say unto thee, the Lord doeth 
all things, and acteth through all things 
in Heaven and earth : 

Yea, lie is the player, and the “ I ” 
is the instrument He playeth upon : 

And he that, having perfect faith, sim- 
ply believeth in this, verily, verily, he is 
free ! — 

Thou doest thine actions, O Lord, but 
man, blinded by illusion, thinketh that he 
it is that doeth them ! 

435 . 

i 

Everything alive with the Lord. 

Behold, the eggs and the potatoes boil- 
ing in the pot, how they skip, how they 
k !— 

As though they were thinking. Oh, joy ! 
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bow we move, how we jump, how 
we dance ! 

And the child that watcheth them, 
verily, he thinketh in his mind, — They 
live ! Look, how they rim, how they dance, 
how they circle about ! 

But his elders inform him that the fire 
that burneth and gloweth beneath the 
pot. 

That fire is the cause of the movements 
of the potatoes and the eggs : 

Ah, remove but the sticks that be burn- 
ing, and soon, behold, they become all 
still ! 

And verily, even so, disciple, all and 
eveiything, everything and all, are full of 
and alive with the Lord ! 


436 . 

The Invisible Power. 

Behold, how the puppet dancetli ’and 
frisketh and turneth about in the hands 
of the man that holdeth if behind the cur- 
tain! 



356 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION. 


And lo, as soon as it falleth from his- 
grasp, it is motionless and still ! 

Even so, disciple, the Invisible Power 
sustaineth man and movetb him to act 
though he knoweth it not, thinking that 
he himself is the doer of actions. 


437 . 

The Lord’s own Arrangement. 

The delusion that the ‘ T ’* is the doer 
of actions, persisteth .so long as the Lord 
is not found, so long as Illumination is 
not attained : 

And so long, also, the mind ceaseth not 
from thinking. This is good, This is bad; 

And this discriminative faculty of the 
mind and intelligence is but the Lord’s 
own arrangement, verily, for the going on 
of this world of illusions. 

438 . 

The Lord is beyond Comparison. 

Verily, tlie Loid is beyond ignorance, 
beyond knowledge even : and ah, how can 
He be expiessed in words ? 
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For if one asketh, what the taste of the 
butter is like ? what more can be said in 
reply but that it tasteth like butter ? 

439 . 


REV'.iZATJON. 


A certain little ?iiaideu enqui<et!i ot 
her fi'iend, a inat tie»l girl. Tell me, my 
deal*, what is the pleasure like, that thou 
feelest in the company of thy husband ? 

And the girl vsayeth to her, Verily, my 
, friend, how can I convey to thy mind the 
idea of it ? But, .surely, thou, wilt realize 
it when thou, too, hast a husband ! 

440 . 

The Lord can never be Befieed. 

Verily, all the scriptures have been de- 
filed by their having been read and* utter- 
ed bv the mouth : 

tf 

But the Lord bath never been so defil- • 
ed, nor can He ever be, for how can words 
of mouth express Him ? 
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441 . 

The Subtile Body. 

Thou enquirest, disciple, can one show 
unto another his subtile body, and how 
can one in his subtile body go out of the 
physical ? 

And I say unto thee, what need hatli 
the devotee to show unto another his sub- 
tile and spiritual bodies ? 

And what careth he w’hethcr one be- 
lieves him or not ? 

And to him the favours of great or 
rich persons are, verily, as nothing ! 

442 . 

The Bodies. 

I 

The body composed of tlie five gross ele- 
ments is the gross, the physical body, dis- 
ciple,** 

And tlie mind and the intelligence, the 
‘‘ I ” and its consciousness, these make 
up the subtile body. 

And the body in which one findeth and 
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enjoyeth the bliss of Heaven, is called the 
causal body; 

And higher than this, beyond this, is 
the spiritual body which no word of mouth 
can ever describe. 


443 . 

* Practice and Exertion. 

Ah, what good can all my instructions 
ever do unto thee, disciple, if thou only 
hearest them, doing nothing? 

Therefore, I say unto thee, perform and 
practice, exerting thy utmost ! 

For if one only sayetli, Wine ! Wine I 
with one’s mouth, can the mere voice of 
one’s mouth fill one with exhilaration, 
make one drunk ? 

And so long as one swalloweth not 
wine, how can one lie intoxicated even if 
one anointeth one’s body with many bot- 
tles of wine? 


444 . 

The Powers of the Soul. 
Verily, they are not ascetics of a high 
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order, they, that gatlier unto themselves 
pupils and students without selection : 

And they are of a still lower order, they 
that seek only to acquire unto themselves 
various powers of the soul, as, the pow'er 
of physically walking upon water, or as, 
the power of hearing and seeing from a 
distance ; 

* 

And, I say unto thee, it is hard, veiy 
hard for such to acquire the Grace of the 
Lord. 


445 . 

Think only of the Lord.- 

Ah, what booteth it to know whitlier 
the soul goeth after death, and what the 
moonworld is, and where the star-world 
is? 

A certain man enquireth of a devotee, 
In which phase, sir, abideth the moon to- 
day? 

And the devotee sayeth unto him. 
Verily, O sir, I know not what the phase 
of the moon be to-day, nor what the day 
be to-day, nor in which mansion abideth 



RAMKRISHNA. 


361 


the moon to-day, nor, sir, do I ever care 
for such things : 

For ever and always I think of the 
Lord only ! 

And verily, O disciple, the devotee hath 
said aright. 


446 . 

Try and Practise. 

Try and practise, pi'aetise and try, my 
son; and if there be failure, exert and try 
again and again. 

And if thou succeed in practising but 
one-sixteenth of what I say unto thee, 
verily, thou shall reach the goal. 

447 . 

God is. 

n Ah, say not, O man, that therejis no 
God! 

Canst thou rightly and truly vsay that 
there are no stars, because thou seest them 
not when they fade overpowered by day? 
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Even so, the glare and the glitter of 
thy follies and desires make thee blind to 
the Image of the Lord that always abid- 
eth in thy heart! 


448 . 

The Lord is but One. 

Behold, how the same one man, the 
master of tlie liouse, is fat])er to one, 
brother to another, and husband to a 
third : 

Even so, disciple, the Loid is but One 
though He nuinifest Himself differently 
to different devotees that love and wor- 
ship Him in diffeient ways. 


440 . 


The Forms of the Lord. 

Verily, the Lord is formless, and yet 
He hi^th forms, like unto fire that is form- 
less. 

And yet assumeth the form of the coal- 
piece or of the thing that it kindleth and 
lighteth. 
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Hark to the ding-dong of the clanging 
bell : mark, how the sound hath a form 
while it vibrateth in thine ears : 

And lo, how it becometh formless when 
the vibrations cease, and the sound dieth 
awav into silence : 

Even so, my son, the Lord hath forms; 

And, even so, also, the Lord hath no 
form. 


450 . 

Thyself do, O disciple, what thou 
wishest others should do. 


451 . 

Take the Good, J^eject the Bad. 

Blessed is lie that taketh the good only 
and rejecjtetli tlie bad, 

As when both sugar and sand are mix- 
ed together, the ant taketh the sugar only 
and leaveth the sand. 
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452 . 

Heavenly Bliss and Worldly Bliss 
Compared. 

Whatever maketh thee happy and glad 
in this world, O disciple, hath undoubted- 
ly a bit of the bliss of the Kingdom of 
Heaven in it, 

With only this difference, verily, that 
the one is black and coarse like the 
treacle. 

While tlie other is white and delicious 
like unto the candy lefined. 

453 . 

Jh'. NOT A Bigot. 

Be not^a bigot, my son, seeing only 
what thv mind wishetii thee to see, 

V f 

Obstinate, caring for naught else, 
knowing naught else, but the self that.,is 
small. 

Like the frog in the well that liveth 
content and thinketh. Behold, how glo- 
rious and vast I 
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454 . 

Inconstancy. 

All thy labours avail thee naught, dis- 
ciple, if thy mind wavereth and flound- 
ereth. 

And even the Master can do thee no 
good, nor the company of the holy and 
the wise, 

If thou be fitful and inconstant, and 
turnest and turnest about. 


455 . 

He Accomplishes Nothing that Steals 
His Own Thoughts. 

How canst thou find tlie Lord, disciple, 
if whole-heartedJv thou vearnest not after 
Him? 

Ah, who ever can accomplish aught 
that stealeth his own thoughts and,! that 
is to say. 

That acteth not outwardly, as he 
thinketh, within, in his mind? 
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458 . 

The Lord Abideth in the Heart of the 
Wicked also. 

Numberless, verily, are the gems that 
the vast ocean beareth in its dark caves, 

But of what use are they to the >vorld, 
disciple? 

Even so, the Lord abidetli in the heart 
of the wicked also, though no good may 
seem to be coming, therefrom, to the 
world. 


457 . 

Ignorance. 

Behold, how the musk-deer runneth 
hither and thither in quest of the odourous 
musk that lieth hidden in its own navel : 

Even so, alas, ignorant man seeketh the 
Lord * outwardly, in outw’ard things, 
though He, verily, abideth in his heart, 
within. 
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458 . 

The Supporting Hand of the Lord. 

Beware, O thou, that walkest the slimy, 
slippery path of the \rorld, 

Nor let go thine hold of the supporting 
Hand of the Lord. 


459 . 

Man’s Conception of the Deity. 

Man, verily, coneeiveth of the Lord ac- 
cording to the idea, the sentiment, in 
which he dwelleth for the time being : 

As one beholdeth all surrounding ob- 
jects of the colour of the glasses that he 
weareth. 


460 . 

Wealth and riches avail not. 

O man of the world, vast indeed ts thy 
wealth, and numberless are thy friends ; 

But alas, they are of no use to thee at 
the time of thy trial ! 
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Behold the servant of the King, — ^he, 
too, hath untold riches in his charge : 

But can he use them as his own at the 
time of his need ? 


461 . 

Entire Submission to the Will of 
THE Lord. 

Verily, O disciple, ^no easier way there 
is to reach the Lord than entire submis- 
sion and resignation to His Will : 

For it is He Himself that leadeth thee 
unto Him. 


462 . 

Faith and Desires ; the Gourd and 
THE Bag of Gold. 

A certain man hath to cross a river by 
boat, and he hath with him a heavy bag 
of gold and a gourd ; 

And in midstream the boat capsizeth 
by an accident, and he holdeth, with one 
hand, the bag of gold, and the gourd he 
seizeth with the other : 
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And, while the heavy bag of gold dr^- 
geth him down, the empty gourd suslain- 
eth him on the water : 

And at last, seeing no other way of 
escape, he letteth his hold of the bag go, 
and so, swimmeth safely to shore. 

And verily, O disciple, the bag of gold 
is De.sire that pulleth man violently down 
to the bottom of ihe Ocean of the world : 

But the gourd is his Faitli that buoyeth 
him up and lielpeth him to reach safely 
the shore, that ivS, the Kingdom of Heaven. 

463 . 

One-pointedness : THE Matden and the 

.lARS OF WATER. 

Behold how the village-maiden carrieth 
the jars of water home from the well : 

How, three jars, all full, one over the 
other, she beareth on her head, 

While a fourth, encircled by hw left 
arm, she holdeth against her slender 
waist, 

And a fifth, dripping and swaying, she 
tJ.R. 24 
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carrieth with the fingers of her right 
hand, hanging, 

A^nd homeward she walketh, laughing 
and cii.:tting gaily with her companions, 
but her min.^ is fast fixed unto the jars : 

Even so, disciple, fear not, but walk 
*on cheerily with the burden of the world 
upon thee. 

Doing what cometh thy way, but keep- 
iUj,' thy mind ever fixed unto the Lord. 


404 . 

Man becometh what he useth and 

DOETH. 

Behold, brother, sayeili a seaman to his ’ 
companion, how my hands are strong and 
tough. 

Because, with them, I draw up and let 
down the chain-cable daily : 

Even so, disciple, man becometh what 
he useth and doeth. 
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465 . 

Cling unto the Iviother. 

Behold, how the little monkey clingeth 
to the bosom of its mother, and is safe : 

Even so, cling thou alw'ays to the Great 
Mother of all, disciple. 


460. 

Relinquishment and Peace. 

How every one hastencth and speedeth 
to emit and eject the filth of the body : 

Even so, disciple, the man of true dis- 
cernment huri ieth to relinquish, to give 
up entirely, the world ! 

And, as the hot and weary traveller be- 
taketh himself to the shade of the tree for 
rest and repose, • 

The wise and enlightened one seeketh 
the company of the puie and the holy for 
peace. • 
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467. * 

Whatever happeneth, happeneth foe 
one’s good only. 

Learn, disciple, that wliatever cometh 
to pass is for thy good only. 

The son of a certain king accidentally 
woundeth one of his fingers ; 

And he asketh the son of tlie vizier, Say, 
O friend, why doth it liappen, this pain- 
ful wound? 

And the vizier’s son sayeth, 0 
Prince, That always happeneth which the 
T.r()rd willeth in His Pleasure, 

And so, this that hatli happened is only 
for thy good. 

But the prince is wroth, and he 
trembleth with anger at the reply of the 
vizier’s son, and ordereth him to be cast 
into prison. 

An^ lo, after a short while the king’s 
son is made captive by a band of rob- 
bers w ho come upon him unawares. 

And they take him to their mountain- 
fastness to be killed in sacrifice : 
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And they anoint him with oil and bathe 
him and clothe him in new robes all 
yellow, 

And then they take him ‘before the 
Altar, there to be killed in sacrifice. 

But the chief of the band, examining 
him, findeth iiim to be wounded, and so, 
unfit for immolation before the Altar : 

And he ordereth his men to release the 
prince, saying, lie hath an wound and dis- 
figurement on his body and so cannot be 
offered as sacrifice : let him go. 

And now the prince is convinced of tiie 
truth of what the vizier’s son said unto 
him. 

And, as soon as he returneth to the city, 
he ordereth him to he released. 

And he thanketh him profusely and 
grantetli unto him divers honours and 
costly gifts. * 

Therefore, I say unto thee, disciple, 
firmly and fully believe in the Loiyl, -and 
have whole-hearted faith in His dispen- 
sations. 
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468. 

A Palace is but an Inn. 

A certain recluse goeth to the palace of 
a king one (lay, and asketh him. How long 
hast thou been living in this inn, 0 King? 

Ah, this is not an inn, holy fatlier, but 
the palace, my lunise, sayeth the king in 
reply. And who built it, O king? — 
enquireth the sage. 

Thy ancestors, thou sayest? And 
where are they ? 

0 father, ansvvereth the king, they have 
gone the way of all flesh and are no more. 

And wlio will live in it, my son, after 
thou, too. hast gone to thy last home? — 
enquireth the holy man. 

Surely, father, sayeth the king, my suc- 
cessors, whoever they may be, will live in 
it when I am gone. 

And the sage amileth at his reply, say- 
ing, where then, O king, is the difference 
between this house which thou callest thy" 
Palace, and an inn? 
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469 . 

Discrimination. 

Verily, a mere handful, disciple, ap- 
peaseth the hunger of the body : 

And the soul hath its hunger also ; and 
naught satisfieth that hunger save Love, 
yea, Love for the Lord alone ! 

Behold, all the treasures of the earth 
man leaveth behind him, foi’, lo, he goeth 
and cometh alone; 

And alas, he still laboureth to collect 
for himself all that he findeth around 
him, saying, This is mine. This is mine ! 

Ponder and reflect, and reflect and pon- 
der again and again, my son, and tnus, 
discerning the truth. 

Do as thou thinkest right to be done, 
and so shall the Great Purpo.se be served 
through thy self. • 


470 . 

Discrimination. * 

The world, my son, verily spurneth and 
rejecteth him with utter disdain, that 
maketh to hug and embrace her : 
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And she also adoreth and worshippeth 
him, verily, that kicketh her with the foot 
and rejecteth her as naught. 

471. 

Discrimination. 

Naught can eject the devotee from the 
Holy Presence of the Lord entirely, when 
he hath received Illumination, that is. 
Grace : 

Ah, how can heaps uj)on heaps of dry 
leaves ever kill or smother the fire that is 
burning and flaming ? 

472. 

What is Man? 

Remove, one by one, the leaves of the 
cabbage, and naught remaineth at last, 

And seest thou not, disciple, that the 
cabbage is naught but the leaves ? 

Even so, if man be examined, yea, all 
of him, thoroughly, thou shalt fitui. 

He is naught but a bundle of qualities 
which ignorance attacheth unto God ! 
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473 . 

Action, verily, revealeth the saint as 
well as the sinner. 


474 . 

How Happiness can be Secured. 

If thou wishest to live happily in the 
world, disciple, do thou always associate 
with the holy and the wise ; 

And do thou always read naught but 
good and holy books, keeping thy mind 
pure, and fix^ unto the Lord Who is the 
Truth; 

And so, singing the praises of the Lord 
and meditating upon Him, live always in 
His Holy Pre.senoe; — 

And, verily, life, with thee, shall pros- 
per and increase with its flowers and 
fruits, all nectar and balm. , 

And thy body shall glow with the light 
of cheerfulnes, the sunshine of the mind. 

* 
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475 . 

The necessity for good Books and good 
Company. 

Verily, study of good and holy books 
and association with the good and 
the wise, bring peace unto the mind ; 

And one, to keep fit and well, must now 
and then have them, as one sometimes 
useth cathartics 

When supineness cloggeth the body, 
when the stomach is dull and the edge of 
appetite is lost. 


476 . 

The Name of the Lord. 

Verily, i say unto you, mere repetition 
of the Name of the Lord transformeth 
man into a god : 

Yea', it bringeth unto him at last all the 
nectar-fruits of all his past labours and 
. exertions. 
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477 . 

The* Bliss of the Self. 

Ah, why dost thou not enjoy and exult 
in the Bliss of the Self, O man, 

Why dost thou live as one dead, being 
forgetful of the Lord. 

And steeped and immersed in the joys 
that aie jmiiis. in the riclies that are dust ? 


47 «. 

Death, the Fisherman. 

A sage seeth a fisherman catching fish^ 
and he vsmileth, jxmdering, and sayeth, 

Behold ! the very image of the world ! 
Even so, the fisherman, Death, 

Millions and millions of heiflgs he daily 
gathereth with his net ! 

And the show runneth gaily and,merri- 
ly as ever, and illusion batetli not a jot’! 

And behold, a few sometimes luckily 
escaping the drag return to the life of * 
the world again ! 
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479. 

Renunciation is Life. 

Renunciation of the world is Life and 
Peace, 0 disciple, and desire, verily, is 
death : 

Behold, how the ant and the fly speed 
and hasten to taste of the honey in the jar, 

And, tasting of it, how they get them- 
selves stuck in it, and then, how they die ! 

480. 

Meditation of Death bringeth Life. 

Think always of death, disciple, yea, 
always meditate on Death, 

For so shall Life be revealed unto thee, 
so shalt t(iou gain Eternal Life, and 
desire and mind shall cease ; 

For ignoi’ance ceaseth when the Truth 
is seen, and all the world is filled with 
peace. 
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481 . 

> . 

The Dying Rich Man and the Saint. 

There is a certain rich man, a profile 
gate, and he is suddenly taken ill and is 
dying : 

And a hermit cometh in unto him and, 
examining him, declareth, “ The patient 
shall be cured and made whole again.” 

And he taketh out of his little bag 
eleven little pills of which one he giveth 
to the patient to swallow, 

And the ten remaining pills he 
swalloweth himself in the presence of the 
patient who swalloweth his one : 

And lo, the sick man is instantly cured, . 
and the potency of the medicine is such, 

That all at once he hath so much of 
strength, vigour and energy asi never be- 
fore he possessed : 

And he wondereth in his mind saying. 
Behold, how hard it is for me to staRd the 
effects of the single pill that T have 
taken ! 

And this hermit, here, hath swallowed 
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ten of them ! how is he able to brook the * 
mighty virtue of them all ? 

And next day about it he questioneth 
the sage, who giveth him ten of the same 
|lills, saying, Take these, my son, if thou 
wishest to undei staiid. 

And when lie hath swallowed them all, 
the hermit saycth unto him. 

Prepare for death, my son, for in thy 
face I find all the various indications of 
approaching death ! 

Now, take thy fill of all enjoyments that 
thy heart desireth, for tomorrow, verily, 
thou diesti 

And the rich man of pleasure gqeth 
home to his family, weeping and wailing, 
and they pass the night in mourning and 
lamentation. 

And when the sage cometh to him on the 
morrow, hfe falleth down at his feet say- 
ing, Father, save me from death ! 

No^v, where is thy desire for enjoy- 
ments, my son, enquireth the sage of 
him : 

And he sayeth, Alas, Holy Father, 
where am I that there should still be in 
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me any desire for enjoyments, for am I 
not to die ? 

And sayeth the sage unto him, smiling, 
Verily, my spn, thou hast pondered dea^ 
but once and that for a little time only : 

And lo, all thoughts of self-indulgence 
have fled from thy mind ; 

Ah, how then canst thou imagine that 
the pills should have any effect upon me, 
for I meditate on death with every breath 
that goeth in and j)asseth out of thesti 
nostrils? 


482 . 

WoKSHiP Love. 

Be thou a worshipper of Love, disciple, 
and, verily, the world shall soon fade 
away from thy mind. 

483 . 

The I.OVER of the Lord. 

He that weepeth and sheddeth tears of 
joy at the mere mention of the Name of 
the Lord, he, verily, is never in want of 
4inything. 
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484 . 

Finding of the Lord transformeth 
Man. 

A base metal, verily, remaineth what it 
is, distinct and different from another, so 
long as it toucheth not the philosopher’s 
stone : 

Even so, disciple, man retaineth his 
caste and class only so long as he findeth 
not the Lord. 


485 . 

One-pointedness . 

Vain is all thy endeavour, disciple, as 
long as thou dost not attain one-pointed- 
ness. 

A sage passeth along a street in a cer- 
tain city, singing the praises of the Lord 
so* sweetly and holily that the passers-by 
listen and weep : 

And at a certain spot on one side of the 
street sitteth a poor woman weaving 
baskets to sell for food for her hungrv 
children. 



RAMKRISHNA. 


385 


And she ceasetb not her work to listen 
unto the chanting of the holy man, but 
goeth on weaving and weaving her basket 
with extreme one-pointedness : 

And the sage boweth unto her, saying. 
Verily, thou art my teacher and my guide ! 
Adoration unto thee ! 

And when I sing the praises of the 
Lord, and when I chant His Holy Name, 
may I be as attentive and one- pointed as 
thou art ! 


Where is the Lord? Where is He 

NOT ? 

A certain man hath before him a bas- 
ketful of fine oranges in the market-place 
of a certain city ; 

And loudly he calleth out ipito each 
passer-by saying. Ho, brother, I would 
give thee all these fine oranges if thou 
couldst only tell me where God abidath :• 

And at last one man coming up to him 
sayeth, Yea, brother, I would make a pre- 
sent unto thee of all the fine oranges in 

tJ.R. 25 
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the market if thou couldst tell me where 
God abideth not ! 


487 . 

When carnality ceaseth, Charity 

DAWNETH UPON THE MIND. 

As soon as the mind is pure and free 
from the stain of carnality, true charity 
filleth the entire soul, and the body shineth 
with tlie splendour of grace and good- 
ness. 

At a certain spot, in a certain city, a 
sage lieth reclined at his ease beside a 
narrow footpath : 

And lo, the king cometh along, intend- 
ing to pass by the spot where the sage is 
reclining, and he moveth not to let his 
majesty pass : 

And tbe king becoming enraged at the 
impertinence shown, calleth out to him, 
Ho there, my man, seest not thy "king? 
Take away, I say, thy boorish feet from 
my path : " 

But the sage answereth, smiling, Ah, 
king ! what need hath he to move his feet 
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^way, be, that hath already moved his 
hands away from the world ? 

488 . 

The Great Mother careth. 

Behold, how the mother feedeth and 
tendeth the baby of her heart ! 

Even so, disciple, the Great Mother 
giveth unto Her cliildren of wealth and 
honour, to each according to his very 
need, and neither more nor less. 

Grieve not for them, therefore, my son; 
nor be thou terrified : 

For, remember, there is peace for thee 
^ven in death ! * 


489 . 

The Lord is our Hom]|. 

Behold, the player retireth into his 
rooms after finishing his part on. the 
atage : 

Even so, disciple, man returneth Home 
when he hath finished what he came here 
to do. 
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We are all travellers, my son, mere so- 
journers here in the world, 

Alas, that we forget that the Lord is 
our true Home, that the Great Mother, 
Nature, is our peace, our very rest ! 

490 . 

The Lord is the Master and also the 

Servant. 

Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, none but 
the Lord is the Mastei* : 

And behold, He is the Servant also. 

For when he hath attained faith and 
trust ijh the Lord and his lieait is lighted 
with His Love, man actually resteth in 
Hi vine I'eace, 

And, lying at His Blessed Feet he veri- 
ly resigneth the purpose of his life unto 
the Lord, 

And liveth as a king that hath made 
over* the management of his kingdom to 
his beloved and trusty servants, and sleep- 
eth in peace. 
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491 . 

The Joy of knowing the Lord as a 
SEPARATE Being. 

Verily I delight in knowing and be- 
bolding the Lord as separate and distinct 
from me simply for the sake of the enjoy- 
ment of His Love, 

Though it be the Truth that He is one 
with Myself, 

Even as the image in the mirror is one 
with its original : 

For, is it not better to taste and enjoy 
the sweetness of sugar than to become 
sugar itself? 

492 . 

Peace. 

Peace, verily, broodeth upon i*he soul as 
soon as all worldly dissensions have 
ceased, . , 

And when disappointments have power 
to vex no more. * 
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493 . 

Forget coarse and vulgar words. 

Forget all coarse and vulgar words, dis- 
ciple, if thou wishest to keep thy tongue- 
pure. 


494 . 

Reliance upon the Lord. 

Wealthy and happy indeed is he that 
hath learnt to cling unto the Lord at all 
times, 

And who knoweth that, without Him, 
everything is poor and miserable. 

495 . 

Nothing but the Beauty, the Splendour 
of the Lord captivateth the heart of the- 
devotee, the lover of the Lord. 

496 . 

. Steadfastness. 

When thy mind remaineth firm and 
steadfast in loss as well as in gain, know,, 
disciple, that knowledge is thine. 
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497 . 

What one is, that he loveth. 

The wicked man, verily, delighteth in 
coarse, vulgar and wicked words, disciple, 

Though, it may be, that he knoweth 
that pure words of wisdom be honey and 
nectar, indeed : 

Behold, the crow, when he pecketh at 
the bitter fruit, thinketh it is ambrosia 
and naught else. 

And the dog, when he gnaweth tlie 
dry bones, thinketh them to be as sweet 
and savoury as anything. 

498 . 

Desires are like Fleas. 

Behold, the fleas leave the dog as soon 
as it goeth into the water : 

And again, as soon as it cometh out, 
they settle on its body and give it yo res- 
pite at all ; 

Even so, disciple, "all carnal desires 
leave him when man goeth into the com- 
pany of the holy and the good, 
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And lo, they swarm again into his heart 
as soon as he retumeth to the world and 
resumeth its actions and thoughts. 

499 . 

The Words of God reach not the 
Worldling. 

Keep dinning, if thou wilt, disciple, 
ever so long, the Words of God into the 
ears of the worldling. 

He heareth them not, he heedeth them 
not, they never fill up entirely the inmost 
depths of his soul. 

And he is like unto the jar that hath a 
hole in its bottom and which water can 
never fill. 


500 . 

The Worldling Knoweth not the Lord. 

The worldling, alas, is unable to recog- 
nize and know the Lord when He reveal- 
eth Himself unto him. 

For. is not his heart devoid of Faith 
and Love? 
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And, behold, the blind man learaeth 
not a single letter even, though he sit all 
his life in a library that containeth all the 
books of the world. 

501 . 

The Burden of the World. 

One’s own family, verily, is one’s world. 

And it is like unto a bundle of clothes, 
a wearisome burden, surely, and must be 
carried on one’s .shoulders without res- 
pite : 

' And yet, how ha id. to drop, abandon 
and leave it behind, O disciple ! 

502 . 

Desires. 

Man, verily, is led by his de’sires, which, 
while they last, compel him to do this and 
that, running hither and thithej, night 
and day. 

Like unto the Catherine wheel which 
revolveth and buzzeth and whizzeth so* 
long as the powder in it lasteth : 
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And, spent, it lieth motionless .and 
still : 

Even so, man, when all his desires are 
spent, resigneth himself to the Will of 
the Mother, 

And sleepeth in peace in Her Lap. 

503 . 

Listen with Humility. 

When a sage or a holy man speaketh 
to thee of God, disciple, listen humbly 
unto his words, and with the mind turn- 
ed inward; 

And argue not, nor dispute nor wrangle 
when thou listenest. 

504 . 

One-pointedness. 

Musi9 and song are but discord, dis- 
ciple, if there be no unison, no concert : 

Even so, practice and exertion avail 
‘not if one-pointedness there be not of the 
mind. 
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505. 

The self with the Self. 

How turmeric paste, mixed with lime^ 
mingleth with it, and the two colours, 
yellow and white, commingling, become 
one ; 

Even so, disciple, uniteth the self, it- 
self, to the Self, even so, tlie devotee ming- 
leth with the Lord 1 

506. 

The Mind Becometh a Mirror. 

Glass, backed with mercury, becometh 
a mirror, and refleeteth the face : 

Even so, my son, when continent love 
illumeth the mind, behold, there is visible 
the Mother Supreme in its depths ! 

507. 

Why Tread the Path Alone? 

Why dost thou desire, disciple, to tread 
the Path alone? 
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Ab, were it not better if tbou didst take 
wife, son, daughter, nay, all the family, 
along w^ith thee? 

Ah, what will it profit thee if thou dost 
go alone on the solemn journey, abandon- 
ing them unto themselves ? 

Ah, make thy wife thy beloved help- 
meet and companion on the Way, 

Yea, be her guide and master ; 

And, as for the wife, verily, I say unto 
thee, it is meet that she should love her 
husband wuth the utmost jeverence and 
love. 

And she should seek to find in him the 
Ix>rd ! 

And this is her path, the easiest and 
the surest, whom she loveth most, in him 
to find the One Beloved ! 

^ 508 . 

The Book-learned Man is like unto 
THE Orocer. 

Behold, how’ the grocer giveth of his 
^ stoiTs unto his customers, to each accord- 
* ing as he wisheth to have, rice, flour, 
butter, sugar or salt: 
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But himself, he taketh not of them, a 
mere keeper and seller of them he; — 

Even so is the man that merely readeth 
the books, all outwardly, and selleth his 
lore; 

He resteth not his life upon the Lord, 
because he hath no faith in Him; 

Yet, behold, he giveth of his faith, that 
is, unfaith, — and out of the Scriptures 
he readeth unto him that cometh, seeking 
his guidance. 

And guidance of wliatever kind that 
one seeketh, even guidance of that very 
-kind he giveth for a price ! 

509. 

The Lip-lover of the Lord. 

The tongs, the ladle, the prongs and 
other kitchen utensils, how they help in 
the making of many a dainty dish, 

And yet themselves, they never taste of 
them, know not of them at all, • 

Even so is he, my son, the man that 
feeleth no real and actual love for the* 
Lord, 
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And loveth yet to talk, to speak about 
Him, going about from one house to 
another, 

And from village to village, from city 
to city, saying. Ho ye })eople ! Love the 
Lord ! 

And vet himself, he hath not tasted of 
His Flesh and Blood, he knoweth naught 
of the Lord ! 


510 . 

Faith interpreteth the Lord. 

How various and beautiful the colours 
of the sun’s rays seen through the prism ! 

Even so, disciple, faith interpreteth and 
understandeth of the Lord in nmnberless 
beautiful and charming ways and forms. 

511 . 

Vision of the Lord. 

Ah, the Bliss, the Ecstasy of the devotee, 
the lover of the Lord, who thinketh him- 
. self separate from his Beloved, 

When he beholdeth Him Face to Face ! 
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And, verily, he beholdeth the Lord in 
himself, and himself in the Lord, 

And so, verily, he forgetteth himself, 
the " I,” 


What the Lord even cannot do. 

A sage sayetli to his disciple. 

Know this, my son, that there is one 
thing which, perhaps, the Lord even can- 
not do I 

. And what is that, my Master ? 

It is this, my son, that He cannot flinp: 
oft' for ever Ilis devotee from Himself ! ' 

Yea, He even cannot throw us away 
from Himself, and beyond His Jurisdic- 
tion ! 

513 . 

What the Devotee Thinketh. 

The devotee always thinketh in his , 
mind, Verily, the Lord is my own, 
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And the world is the Lord’s, and, 
therefore, the world also is mine ! 

And I, too, belong to the world, the 
world’s am I, — then why, alas, should I 
be thinking. This is mine! That is an- 
other’s? Surely, all is mine, and all am 

II 

Ah, let me thus enjoy the nectar of un- 
fading Bliss and Joy eternal ! 

514 . 

How TO Try and Know the Self. 

When my heart is filled with joy and 
gladness, then it i.s, I know, that I am in 
the Lord, and the Lord is in me; 

But wdien I feel disquiet and sorrow 
and legret, 1 know i t I have ejuite for- 
gotten the Lord ; 

And I know that hii.e done wrong 
when an action pineheth the earl; 

And wdien purit\ abideth in me, when 
I feel that I am very pure, f know that 
my Self hath done a very good thing. 

And only the Lord doeth all things 
good 1 
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515. 

Mind likened to water. 

The mind, verily, taketh on the hue of 
the sentiment in which it dwelleth for 
the time, 

As water is dyed with the colour, red, 
blue or green or yellow, that may be mixed 
1 it. 


516. 

Be i.IKE THE OPIUM-EATER. 

-Behold, how the opium-eater avoideth 
a cold bath for very fear lest, the torpor 
of the body ceasing, his elation should 
pass away : 

Even so, disnplt-, immerse not thyself 
in the ei.-ld waiter." of tlie world lest they 
over-pow*M :>.nd dr-ova the ecstasy of t|;iy 
Jov in Hi • V n • * 


5j7. 

AlI thovjghTS flow INTO THE LORD. 

Behold, Hu .ne rivers of the earth flow 
into the ocean, O disciple : 

u.R. 26 
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Even 80, all religions lead unto the 
Lord, and all the thoughts of all the iini- 
t ¥61*868 flow into Him ! 

518 . 

Verily, all love for life is but love for 
the Lord, and he that loveth his own life, 
also loveth Him. 


519 . 


All HAiN IS ruRE that falleth from 

ABOVE. 

Verily, O <li.scij)le. all tain is pure that 
falleth from above. 

.‘\nd pure it remaineth or beeomcth 
foul aecording as the .spot on which it 
falleth is clean or foul ; 

K\en so, all ideas, all thoughts descend 
from the Lord in glistening purity into 
man'.<^ mind. 

-And ])ure they remain or become soiled 
and dirty according as the mind is pure 
or unclean. 
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520 . 

FEIGNINa HOLINESS SOMETIMES ENGEN-, 
DERETH REAL HOLINESS. 


Once u]K>n a time a thief breaketh into 
the palace of a king and baggeth a large 
mid valuable Ixiotv ; 

But day breaking before he is able to 
remove the plunder to a safe distance, he 
throweth it all, made up into a bundle, 
into a well outside the city. 

And, behold, on the edge of the well, he 
^{itteth with closed eyes, as if in deep con- 
templation, disguising himself as a holy 
man. 


And, aftei- a while, the servants of the 
king come up to him and salute him, say- 
ing. Adoration, holy father ! 

And they say, Pray, come with us, we 
humbly entivat tlice, to the*temple in 
the city whei c all holy men are lodged aijd 
fed ; — ^ 


For the king himself hath ordered that 
•all holy persons should be lodged, fed 
and otherwise well-cared for, and the king 
with all his family daily visiteth the 
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temple to salute and serve the hermits- 
that come there*: 

So saying, they take him with all rever- 
• ence to the temple in the city, 

And lo, the king himself, with all the 
royal family, cometh forth to meet him. 

And they, all of them, bow unto him 
with respect, saying. Verily, ve?’ily, he that 
renounceth the world as thou hast done, 
father, is a god — is a god ! 

And the robber thinketh in his mind. 
Behold, here 1 am only wearing the divS- 
guise of <a hermit, and ah, they snow their 
1 ‘espect even unto me in such a manner ! 

And surely, surely, if mere show and 
pretence of it gain adoration, how much 
more adorable must real holiness be ! 

And forth with he renounceth the world 
and turnetli a real hermit. 

r 

521. 

The trials of the devotee. 

Hard and wearisome arc the struggles 
and the trials that descend upon the de- 
votee of the Lord : 
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And he must go through them all, dis* 
•ciple, ere he can hope to enjoy the calm 
.and the bliss that succeed them ! 

And many a time must he rise and fall 
before he can reach tiie goal of everlasting 

joy: 

For hath not one to sink and struggle 
often in the water before one becometb a 
swimmer, my son ? 


522 . 

OnE-POINTEDN£SS. 

Keep always thine heart pointed to- 
tvard the Lord, diaeij)le, and all the diffi- 
culties of thy journey shall vanish : 

For doth not the ship hold on to the 
right course as long as her compass point- 
eth true to the North ? 

523 . 

The simplicity of the child. 

Behold, how sweet is the simplicity of 
the little child ! 
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How he loveth his doll, Iiow he careth 
for naught else but the doll ! 

Even so must the devotee learn to care 
for naught else but the Lord. 

524 . 

The Lord speaketh. 

Verily, I say unto you. the Lord some- 
times speaketh through tlie mouth of the 
lunatic, the drunkard and the little 
child. 


525 . 

Truth cannot be known bv untruth. 

Ah, how can he know or recognize' 

Truth eternal, he that piactiseth untruth 

and ever runneth after the false? 

♦ 

I 

526 . 

4. Resignation. 

Give thyself up to the Lord entirely 
and, verilv, I sav unto thee, all thy troubles 
shall cease. 
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And soon the knowledge shall descend 
unto thee, the knowledge that all is done 
by the Lord. 


527 . 

Cling to the One. 

As long as man really elingeth unto the 
Loi'd as his Solo Support, so long, verily, 

he shineth with beaut v and with worth ; 

« 

And he sinketh to naught as soon as he 
lettetli go his hold on the Father that is 
in Heaven ; 

' Behold, how naughts set after the one 
laiseth its value a million-fold or more, 
»as one willeth. 

And the naughts remain but as 
naughts, mere forms, all empty and void, 
i f the ONE be taken away ! 


528 . 


Work for the Lord ! 

Verily, verily, I say unto ye, ye cannot 
live in the world except by His Will, 

And also ye cannot shun it, and ye can- 
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not shirk its numberless sorrows and 
pangs, 

Nor can ye evade its mirths and its jol- 
lities, its enjoyments and pleasures, ex- 
cept by the Will of the Lord ! 

Work, therefore, my brothers, and what 
have ye else to do but to work ? — 

Yea, work where ye be. wherever ye be, 
work, work for the Lord. 

And, leaving all else unto Him, ye only 
think of the Lord and work ! 

And, behold, what else can ye do? And 
mark me, this is but the Truth ! 

520 . 

Peace cometh after work. 

Behold the honest worker, how he 
worketh all day long, thinking of naught 
but his work, 

And when it is over, behold, how he re- 
dineth, how he resteth in ease, 

How he smoketh in joy and well-earned 
contentment and peace, and thinketh of 
naught but peace : 
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Even so, disciple, be restetb in peace, 
the man that hath faith and trust in the 
Lord ! 


530 . 

The purification of the sinner. 

« 

Verily, 1 say unto you, the sinner can 
undoubtedly purify himself by an utter 
resignation of the self unto the Self, 

Bv wholly surrendering his will to the 
Will of the I^rd ; for ilis Mercy and 
Grace soon dry up his sins 

Even as the sun drieth up the water of 
the lonely pool that bareth its bosom to 
the heavens. 


531 . 

The purtficition of the,sinner. 

Some tbe/*e are, disciple, that have 
niany sins, and others that have but fevF, 

And all are cleansed in course of time 
by the Mercy and the Grace of God : 

As fish there be that have in them but 
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a few bones, and also fish there be that 
have bones innumerable. 

But the eater doth cleanse them all 
away before he eateth of the flesh. 

532 . 

Always think of the. Mother. 

Ponder, disciple, liow the presence of 
thy mother maketh thee keej) away from 
all evil deeds and thoughts : 

Do thou fortify tijy mind, therefore, 
with thoughts of the Mother Divine when 
thou goest to places where temptations 
lurk, 

And vsurely, surely, thou shall be pro- 
tected from all evil "thoughts that tend to 
make for themselves thy heart a dwel- 
ling-place. 

533 . 

Th,e faithful servant and the 
Master. 

How blessed and beloved is the old and 
faithful servant of the family, he, to 
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whom, all his life, to hear liath been to 
obey 1 

For he hath come to be as one of the 
family, and the master of the house is 
highly pleased with his work. 

And one day he sayeth to him, Come * 
hither, my trusty servant, come hither, my 
friend. 

Here, sit beside me, for thou art even 
as I am, and, therefore, be thou even as I 
am, think thou art so : 

And, hearken ye, all of the family, all 
of the house, hearken ye all. and remem- 
ber. 

He is even as 1 am. this beloved and 
faithful servant of mine, be that hath 
loyally and rightly served me all his life, 

And he that is unto him disobedient, 
verily, he disobeyetli even me, and, verily, 
he inciirreth even my wrath ; , 

So. obey him in all a.s ye obey even me 
in all, I say unto you; so, hearken and 
remember ’ * 

Even so, conferreth the Lord on His 
servant devoted His Own Glory and 
Grace, 
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And graciously calleth him unto Him 
n.nd taketh him oy the hand and seateth 
him on His Seat beside Him, 

And blessed indeed is the servant, and 
Knowledge dissolveth him in joy — the 
• Knowledge, “ He is I ” ! 


534 . 

None but the Sage knoweth the Sage. 

Only the sage knoweth the sage : 

For who can tell the number and the 
quality of a bundle of yarn save he that 
dealeth in yarns? 

Beliold the sage lying by the roadside, 
tranced and with God blessing the 
worlds : 

And a thief cometh along and, seeing 
him, thinketh, Beliold, the house-break- 
er ! Lord ! how he feigneth sleep ! Ah, 
presently tlie Police on his track wrill come 
this way ! 

Andr the thief hasteneth away. 

And then a toper, reeling along, spieth 
the sage, and he thinketh in his mind, 

0 sot! — hovT gloriously fuddled, how 
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cheery thou art, my friend, my mother’s? 
brother, thou, 

Mine uncle, sleep thy sleep within the 
cosy ditch ! I stumble not, behold ! And ho 
staggereth on his way. 

And then a sage coming up to the spot 
seeth him, and he knoweth him at a 
glance, 

And saluteth him reverently, the body to 
the body, and the Lord in the temple to 
the Lord in the other temple, 

And he kneeleth Ixjsidc him, and 
humbly and gently he pres.seth and chaf- 
eth his holy feet ! 


535 . 

Illusion affectetii not the Sage. 

Behold, how the swan pliAigeth and 
diveth in the lake, and the water wetteth 
not iU plumage at all : 

Even so, liveth the sage in the world, 
and illusion toucheth him not, for his 
vision is fixed on the Lord. 
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536 . 

The pure heart retaineth the 
Vision of the Spirit. 

Ah, how can the characters of Heaven 
be traced on the scroll of the heart which 
hath been moistened with the oil of the 
world ? 

Blit paj)er sjioiled by oil becometh fit 
again for use if it be rubbed over with 
chalk which wholly absorbeth the grease : 

Even so, the heart that is withdrawn 
from the woild is fit to receive and retain 
the vision of the Spirit, my son. 


537 . 

Let them be for a while. 

Ah, let them be for a while, — let them 
act for a while the parts they are playing 
on the mighty stage of the world, 

The' players, for they like not to take 
off their masks, they wish the play to go 
on for a while; — 

But the time arriveth at last when each 
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becometb tired of the play and longeth 
once more to go home and rest ! 

538. 

Peace. 

If peace thou wisliest, disciple, be al- 
ways on thy guard against the allure- 
ments of lust and of greed ; 

For, hath not the householder to be 
vigilant always if the bouse be infested 
with venomous snakes? 


539. • 

G.\in the Wealth of the Spirit first. 

First do thou attain enlightenment, 
disciple, and amas.s the ir^*xhaustihle 
wealth of tht^ Spirit. 

Then gain the wealth of the w^rld, if 
thou likest, but see thou essayest not the 
contrary to do, my son. 
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540 . 

Let deeds accord with words and 

THOUGHTS. 

Let always thy words accord with thy 
thoughts, disciple, and let thy deeds ac- 
cord with thy words, with thy thoughts; 

For if but with mere words of the 
mouth thou sayest, The Lord is my All 
in All, 

And doest not deeds and thinkest not 
thoughts that the Lord is thy All in All, 

Alas, alas, thou gainest nothing, and 
thou losest heavily, my son. 

541 . 

Living in the World, let not the 
World live in thee. 

Verily, tihou mayst live in the world,, 
disciple, if thou likest, but take care that 
the world live not in thee : 

For, certainly, it doeth no harm to the 
boat if it floateth on the water; 

But it soon goeth to destruction, it is 
lost, if water, entering, filleth it up. 
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542. 

Desibelessness. 

Desire not, O disciple, the powers of 
the soul, for they are but meshes that en* 
snare and entangle the pilgrim on his 
path. 

Ah, do not even go near unto him that 
worketh miracles, that professeth to hold 
the rains in the palm of his hand ; 

Beware of him, I say unto thee, for 
alas ! he is but a wanderer from the Path 
of Truth ! 


543 . 

The Lord is in everyone and in 

EVERYTHING. 

Verily, I say unto you, the Lord is in 
the snake that killeth with his poison. 

And He is in the charmer also^ that 
healeth, in the magician that annulleth 
the poison. 

And behold, sayeth the Lord, I am in 
the judge that punisheth the guilty, 1 am 

.cr.R. 27 
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in the executioner that inflicteth the 
punishment ; 

And in the guilty one, too, I am, — the 
one that sufiereth the punishment, and 
weepeth and crieth, and bewaileth his 
lot! 

And, verily, it is the Lord Himself that 
enjoyeth the risky pleasure of stealing 
.and robbing, 

And He is the householder, too, that 
snatcheth the joy of hoarding and guard- 
ing his riches and things ! 

644 . 

The Lord can do what He liketh. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, what-so- 
ever the Lord wisheth that He can do ; 

Yea, He can pass elephants and moun- 
tains even<through the eye of the needle 1 

545 . 

The ‘Lord sporteth hidden in Man’s 

HEART. 

Ah, how can the Lord be known, dis- 
ciple, how can the Lord be discernible, the 
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Lord, playing and sporting in the heart of 
man? 

How can one behold the fish playing 
and sporting in the water of the pond 
which is covered with scum and reeds ? 

546. 

The Lord js like unto the wishing-tree. 

The Lord, verily, is like unto the fabled 
Wishing-Tree that ^iveth unto the sup- 
pliant w’hatsoever Im seeketh sitting at 
its foot : 

He wisheth to be king, and lo, he is 
Icing. He desireth a bride, and lo, a 
l>eautiful damsel sitteth by his side ! 

Then, haply, fear entereth his heart, 
Ah, if a tiger should come! — and lo, a 
tiger cometh and seizeth and • carrieth 
him away ! 

So, if one thinketh in the Presence pf 
the Lord that one is needy, one is poor, 

Ever needy and poor one, verily, is; 
and if one thinketh one is free, one, 
verily, is free ! 
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647. 

«• 

The Lord accepteth man’s offerings. 

The Lord, verily, accepteth whatever 
offerings the devotee bringeth unto Hifi 
Feet in sincere and earnest faith, 

Even as the rich landlord accepteth 
with pleasure and gladness his poor 
tenant’s humble present of a few vege- 
tables and flowers. 


548. 

The Lord is with and also without 

ATTRIBUTES. 

Verily, the Lord is with attributes 
sometimes, and, sometimes He is with- 
out attributes at all : 

Even as I put on my garments and am 
clothed! 'And lo, 1 throw them away, 
and am naked as a babe ! 

549. 

M\N cannot COMPREHEND THE LORD. 

Ah, how can man, being so far off from 
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Him, comprehend the Infinite Gloiy of 
:the I^rd ? 

Ah, how can one judge of the size of 
the sun that shineth afar, and looketh 
^all, so small ? 


550 . 

The Lord’s Sacrifice, 

Ah, who can comprehend the Immen- 
sity of the Sacrifice which the Lord mak- 
•eth when he descendeth to live on earth 
in the flesh I 


551 . 

When the Lord cometh. 

Verily, whenever, in any pait of the 
world, virtue decayeth and vice giweth 
luxuriant, when love for Him maketh to 
<?ease and rebellion against Him lifteth 
high its head, 

The Lord cometh, the Lord sendeth 
Himself, there, to put matters right and 
Iceep the world agoing, 

Even as the King goeth himself or send- 
«th his viceroy to some far-off province of 
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his kingdom, where there is a disturb- 
ance, to quell it and restore order. 

652 . 

Faith argueth not. 

Behold the bee buzzing and circling 
round and round near the blown lotus, 
how it buzzeth and circleth again and 
again : 

But anon it goeth inside the flower, and 
then it settleth down and drinketh of the 
honey in silence : 

Even so, disciple, man talketh and ar- 
gueth before he hath found his joy in the 
Lord, before he hath tasted of faith : 

But when he findeth the Nectar at last 
in the opened lotus of his heart, at once 
he settleth down to drink it, and babbleth 
and talkqth no more. 

553 , 

The* enlightened one careth naught 

FOR THE WORLD. 

Ah, who careth for the paltry things? 
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of the world when he hath found the 
Lord? 

Doth the maiden sigh for the beggar, 
the maiden that loveth and is beloved of 
the king ? 

554 . 

All distinctions cease at last. 

Behold, hov/ big is the tree, how small 
is the grass ! 

But when one goeth to the mountain- 
top, disciple, the tree and the grass ap- 
pear to him as one, blending into one vast 
sheet of green, gold and blue : 

Even so, one is great and another is 
small in the sight of the world, 

But, to the eyes of the Spirit there veri- 
ly appeareth no distinction of high and 
of low. 


555 . 

Words can never express Divine’ J o v. 

Ah, how can words of the mouth ex- 
press the joy, the ecstasy which the de-* 
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votee feeleth when he communeth with 
the Lord ? 

And he can speak of it to none but his 
brother devotee, and even unto him he 
failetb to express himself fully some- 
times : 

For how can the girl relate unto any 
one but her own dear companions the 
love-talks she daily hath with her lord ? 

And even unto them she telleth not 
some, and these she hideth in her heart to 
be enjoyed in secret and in silence. 

556 . 

Sacrifice. 

A 

The devotee, tlie lover of the Lord, veri- 
ly, sacrificeth himself for the sake of the 
Self, 

With gladness and with joy he renoun- 
ceth the self and mindeth it never more. 

As, seeing but once the light, the moth 
flieth tQ it and returneth not again into 
the darkness. 

And the ant dieth on the sugar-heap 
‘ rather than leave it and be without it. 
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567 . 

The Lord as the Mother. 

■» 

The child, verily, loveth the mother 
more, for she is indulgent and forbearing, 

And she relenteth and relaxeth, she 
giveth quarter and she wipeth the tears : 

And therefore, my son, the devotee, the 
Child of the Lord, he loveth to call Him 
his Mother. 


558 . 

Devotion in company. 

' Behold, the smoker findeth more plea- 
sure in smoking in company with brother- 
smokers than alone : 

Even so, the lover of the Lord hath a 
fuller joy when he singeth His Praises in 
the company of other devotees than when 
he singeth or museth on His p lories in 
secret and alone. 


559 . 

Devotee always welcometh devotee. 
Ah, the pleasure and the delight which 
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devotees feel when other - devotees come 
unto them ! 

And how loth they are to part again ! 

But when a scoffer cometh near them 
they cut him and at last eject him from 
their company ; 

As when a strange cow joineth a herd^ 
the whole herd attacketh it and driveth it 
away, 

But if it be one of the herd, and was 
lost, and is come again, lo, how they wel- 
come it and are friends with it and lick 
it! 


560 . 

The devotee likened to the 

PEARL-OYSTER. 

Behold, how the pearl-oyster leaveth 
its bed at 'the bottom of the sea and com- 
eth up to the surface and fioateth about 

Till it catcheth a drop of the precious 
rain, and then it diveth down again to its 
sea-bed and resteth. 

And the glittering little rain-drop be- 
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cometh a hard and lustrous pearl within 
it I 

Even so, disciple, the true and eager 
aspirant, he goeth about from place to 
place, and he resteth not. 

Till he findeth his Master and receiveth 
from Him the precious rain-drop, the 
Word, 

And then he retireth from the world, 
to fashion in secret his pearl of great 
price, his freedom and peace. 

561 . 

The true Devotee is like the flint. 

. The true devotee, he that is enlighten- 
ed, is always and ever firm in his faith : 

And even surrounded by the vices and 
follies of the world, he loseth not his faith 
and his love, • 

And is in raptures and ecstasies when- 
ever he heareth the Name of the J^orcl : 

Even as the flint, disciple, though it lie 
thousands and thousand of ages in 
water, 
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Loseth not the fire that is in it, and, 
strike it when thou wilt with a piece of 
jsteel, it sparketh ! 


662 . 

Weak and strong faith. 

Alas, the man of weak faith, how is he 
shaken by the dualities of the world, nay, 
even by the most trivial happenings! 

And he is like unto clay which water 
soon softenetb, and which, anon, sunshine 
hardeneth into stone 1 

But the strong of heart, behold, he that 
is faithful and fully relieth on God, 

He never is moved by trials and perse- 
cutions and wTongs, and be is like the 
stone. 

That remaineth in water for ages and 
rusteth not nor weareth, and water enter- 
»eth it not. ‘ 


, 568 . 

WhatiIS Knowledge ? 

Thou askest, friend, what is Know- 
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ledge? Who Imoweth? What is it that 
is known ? 

Ah, I know not what the books and the 
savants say about it all, 

I know only that the Great Mother 
liveth ! 

That I am Tier son ! 

564 . 

The Lord's Name tireth not. 

The lover ot‘ the Lord, when he chant- 
eth the Sweet Holy Name of the Lord, 
tireth not, but continueth for hours and 
hours, 

Like unto him that scratcheth the ring- 
worm on his body, ceaseth not, but goeth 
on scratching it, and the more he scratch- 
eth it, the more he eiijoyeth the scratch- 
ing! 

565 . 

* 

The tree devotee never loseth# heart. 

Verily, I say unto you, the true devotee 
never loseth heart even if he fail to find * 
the Lord all his life : 
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For he that is a born farmer, ah, how 
can he give up husbandry even if the 
clouds send down no rain for years and 
years ? 


666 . 

The fuddled toper and the God-intoxi- 
cated DEVOTEE. 

Behold the fuddled toper that stag- 
gereth and reeleth, ah, how can he be- 
have properly that knoweth not what he 
doeth ? 

Even so, disciple, how can he observe 
decorum, he that hath drunk deep of the 
Wine of Love, he that hath given up the 
consciousness of the flesh ? 

667 . 

The man of ‘aIEnunciation like unto the 

SNAKE. 

Behold, the snake never burroweth but 
liveth in a rat-hole, 

« And when one hole ceaseth its shelter, 
lo, he creepeth into another : 
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Even so, the man of renunciation, he 
erecteth no dwelliiig-hoase unto himself. 

For to-day he liveth in one house, and, 
to-morrow he moveth on to another. 

568 . 

The lover of the Lord is like a mad 

MAN. 

Verily, the lover of the Lord roameth 
about like a child or a madman, wearing 
dirty and tattered garments. 

And such a sage once cometh to yonder 
temple and, standing in front of the Im- 
age, he chanteth a hymn, 

And, as it were, the temple shaketh 
with his fervour ! 

And then he goeth to the spot where 
they have thrown away the leavings of 
the day, • 

And lo, a fierce dog is eating of the 
broken meat ; 

But he sitteth down beside it and 
eateth of its dinner along with the dog, 
holding it by the ears, and saying, Aha, 
my brother, thou dinest alone ? 
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And when he leaveth to go, a man fol- 
loweth him, for he is told that the mad- 
man is a great sage, a true devotee ; 

And when he hath gone a little way, he 
turneth round and asReth him that i& 
following. 

Say, brother, why comest thou after 
me? 

And the man sayeth, with folded 
hands, 

Give me some instructions, 0 Master, 
I pray thee, point out to me the Way. 

And the sage sayeth unto him, 

Behold, when the water in yonder 
(dirty) ditch appeareth unto thee as holy 
and full of the Lord as the water in the 
sacred river, yonder, 

Then know, my friend, that, verily, 
thou hast found the way ! 

569. 

Jhe truly religious man. 

A truly religious man is he that know- 
‘ eth the Truth and realizeth it ctually 
beholding the Lord with and in iiimself. 
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And though he bo outwardly alone, he 
committcth no sin, he doeth no wrong, — 

For ah, how can he, being always in the 
IJMy ^r^sence of the Lord? 

670 . 

- OV TRUE WISDOM. 

The visdom ever keepeth 

ihe jiv. . J ‘ in! '-ell, and throweth the 
bad 

V 

' As the winnow rejecteth the chaff and 
the dust, retaining only the whole and 
perfect grains. 


671 . 

The Man op true wisdom. 

Behold the corpse • where are the pas- 
sions. ar the d^ires that Grayed 

*t whe^t tti breath of life was in it? 

1 disciple, the man of true wis- 
d '^iri ,i even in life and, living, re- 
lau^netL dead to the world. 

.U.R. 28 
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572 . 

The man of the world like the 

PARROT. 

Behold the parrot in its cage : 

llow it uttereth tlie Blessed Name of 
the Lord, how wisely it talketh ! 

And when the cat seizeth it, how, for- 
getting all its lore, it only soreeclieth and 
screameth ! 

Even so, the man of the world, he is 
kind, he is benignant, he is pious and 
devout; 

But when misfortunes assail him, 
when sorrow and poverty darken his 
days, 

Ah, how he weepeth and W'aileth, how 

he runneth hither and thither, smiting 

his forehead, beating his breast ! 

« 

573 . 

^ The man of the world. 

IIow high and noble and holy are the 
thoughts of the man of the world so long 
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as he sitteth in holy company and hear- 
€th some one speaking of God ! 

But as soon as he returneth to the world 
and its ways, all good thoughts forsake 
him, and his mind resumeth its old 
shape, ^ 

Like unto the cushion that springeth 
up again as soon as the sitter hath re- 
moved from it the pressure of his 
weight. 


574 . 

The man of the world. 

Behold how the iion becometh red 
wlieii put ill the fire, and remaineth red 
as long as it is there : 

But take it out of the furnace, and lo, 
it is black again after a little jvhile ! 

Even so, disciple, is the man of the 
world, and his mind burneth with emo- 
tions holy and pure, * 

In church, temple or mosque while he 
be, but once out of the holy precincts, be ’ 
retaineth naught of them, alas ! 
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675. 

Renunciation of desires. 

Unto his master a disciple sayeth, 
Verilv, 0 Master, I will rendtnce tho 
world when my boy cometh of age : 

And then I will get him to marry, and 
he will bring me a daughter to look after 
the house, 

And I will make over charga of the 
household to them, my son and my 
daughter, 

And then, verily, I retire from the 
world ! 

But the sage sayeth, smiling, Beware, 
my son ! This way never leadeth one out 
of the world ! 

For one desire ever breedeth another : 
and when thou hast brought a daughter U> 
the house, 

The wish will arise in thy heart. Ah,.- 
now let a child be bom unto them ! 

And when a child is born unto them,, 
the further wish will arise in thy mind — 

How sweet is the boy 1 Ah, let me see- 
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him a youth, and learned and lettered 
and shrewd, ^ 

And married and settled, before it is 
time for me to give up the world and don 
the robe of the hermit ! — 

Thus ever desiring desires, my son, thou 
wilt never be able to eschew the vain 
world ! 


576 . 

The man of the world. 

Verily, religious advice maketh no im- 
pression whatever on the mind of the 
man of the world. 

Even as water affecteth not the stone. 

577 . 

Purity of mind. * 

* 

If thou desirest to attain pijrity of 
mind, disciple, make thy faith firm, and 
meditate on the Lord, proceeding little 
by little, 

Never caring for useless discussions 
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and arguments, all full of selfishness and 
vanity : > 

For they but addle man’s little brain : 

As when one desireth to drink out of 
the limpid but shallow pool, 

One must not disturb it, but most 
gently take the water from the surface, 
lest it be muddied. 


578 . 

The wise man taketh care of ifts body.. 

Who careth, disciple, for a broken box 
that is empty and hath been thrown 
away ? 

And who doth not guard with vigilant 
care a box that is full of diamonds and 
pearls? « 

Even so, disciple, though the body b^ 
worthless and nothing, the wise man 
giiardelh it with care. 

For the Lord dw’elleth in it, all rubies 
and diamonds and emeralds and pearls,. 

And He sporteth in it, and enjoyeth in 
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it, and sorroweth in it, living in it the 
life of the flesh. 


579 . 

The necessity of good company. 

.Verily, verily, I say unto you, the com- 
panionship of the holy arid wise must be 
sought like pure air, 

For such companionship maketh the 
heart pure and fit for the joys of the 
Kingdojn of Heaven. 

580 . 

Concentration very difficult. 

Hard, very hard it is, O disciple, to 
gather together all the little bits of the 
mind sent running after slmdows that 
glitter and allure, and to turn them all 
together to the Lord : 

Ah, easier, far easier were it to get in, 
eveiy one of them, a basket of mustard 
seeds strewn broad-cast on the sandy * 
shore upon a windy day ! 
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681 . 

.Watch ceaselessly. 

Mount guard and always stand at at* 
tention at the doorway of thy mind, 

Lest the enemy enter and rob thee of 
thy virtue and thy excellence, 0 disciple : 

Yea, thou must watch unceasingly, for 
no thief can enter the homestead while 
the inmates are awake and watchful. 

582 . 

(The purity of the child. 

Blessed is he that remaineth and con- 
tinueth a child all bis life, pure as the 
morning dew, fresh as a flower and free 
as the air ! 


583 . 

The purity of the child. 

How merry is the child, careless and 
t free from anxieties, with no thoughts for 
the morrow I 
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How gaily, how joyously he runneth 
through life, bubbling over with laughtei‘ 
and smiles! 

And then behold him when he attain* 
oth the weight of years, how bowed 
down with numberless sorrows he is! 
How haggard and old and wrinkled ! 

Even so, the frisky calf, how it run- 
eth and jumpeth about, and sucketh the 
milk of its dam. 

How it runneth and frisketh, and 
drinketh and frisketh again and again ! 

And soon they tie it to a post : and 
then, how wan and dejected it is, the 
poor dear sorry thing ! 


584 . 

The Lord helpeth through one’s 
Master. • 

Ah, how can the Master help thee, jmy 
son, if mere man thou thinkest him to 
be?— 

For man never helpeth man as mere 
man, but God, through His Image, man, 
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ever sendeth His Grace down into the 
world : 

And that Grace is the Master, the 
Guide ! 


585 . 

Illusion but a thief. 

Retire within, disciple, and learn to 
survey the outward world as one free and 
apart : 

And so thou wilt be able to detect the 
Illusion that confoundeth and veileth thy 
senses : 

And Illusion shall vanish as soon as 
found out as, detected, runneth the thief 
awav ! 

t. 


586 . 

How TO FIND THE MOTHER. 

Thou enquires!, disciple, why thou art 
not able to behold the Divine Mother ? 

Ah, like a high-born lady. She sitteth 
' behind the screen and, seen by none. She 
seeth all ! 
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And only Her devoted children behold 
Her, they that go near Her, behind the 
screen, where She sitteth. 

587 . 

The Body but a Cage. 

Who careth for the body of clay when 
the breath of life hath ceased to dwell in 
it, 0 disciple? 

All, who careth for the empty cage 
when the bird that sang in it hath flown 
away? 

688 . 

No Life without God. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, man can- 
not live without God, even as the lamp 
burneth not except there be oiHn it. 

589 . 

» 

Where the Lord is. • 

The Lord, verily, is vividly present 
where many people call unto Him with 
one heart, one voice : 
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Bow down, therefore, and adore, O 
man, where others kneel and pray I 

590 . 

How Mighty is the illusion ! 

How mightily Illusion holdeth her 
sway over the heart of man ! 

Behold, how, even the man that hatli 
nothing to bind him to the world. 

How, even he createth fresh bonds and 
trieth to bind himself with them over and 
over again ! 

Alas, he wantetli not freedom : he lik- 
eth and relisheth confinement within his* 
narrow little self! 

Ah, fool ! when naught there is for 
him on earth to hold dear, to care for and 
to love. 

He even clingeth to a straw ! — he 
taketh unto him a little thing, a bird, a 
beast, ' 

To hold dear, to care for and to love, 
as though naught there were else to love I ' 

Fool, fool! — to try and slake his 
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thirst for pure nectareous milk by drink- 
ing of the rancid whey ! 

691 . 

Requireth much time and labour. 

It taketh a long time, disciple, and it 
requireth much hard unbroken labour, 

To condense the milk that is mixed 
with a very large quantity of water : 

Even so, the mind of the worldly man, 
diluted with the filthy water of the 
world, 

Requireth much time and labour to 
.fit it and make it sweet for the Beloved 
to taste it. 


592 .. 

The wicked man is like the sieve. 

Verily, I say unto you, the wicked man 
readily and eagerly taketh the evil and 
rejecteth the good : 

V Behold, he is like unto the seive that 
retaineth the husk and droppeth down ‘ 
the flour. 
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593 . 

The Master, the Guide. 

The Master, the Guide, disciple is 
verily the mediator : 

For doth He not arrange foi‘ the meet- 
ing between man and the Lord ? 

594 . 

The Master, the Guide and the Word. 

Retain with care, my son, the Preci- 
ous Word which thy Master, thy Guide, 
giveth unto thee : 

But pass over entirely, and have noth-, 
ing to do with his faults and frailties as 
man : 

For, dost thou not throw away the 
shell when thou hast taken the pearl out 
of the oyster ? 


596 . 

Shun the evil-speaker. 

Listen not unto him, my son, that* 
speaketh ill of thy Master, 
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That traduceth and slandereth Him, 

m 

Yea, leave his presence at once ! 

596 . 

The Lord is the Master. 

Verily, the Lord is the Master, the 
Guide of every man all over the world. 

Even as the moon is “ uncle ” to every 

child that laimheth and erieth under the 
o * 

sun. 


607 . 

Good disciples are rare. 

Rare, very rare, indeed, are good dis- 
ciples, my son, though hundreds and 
hundreds of masters and guides there be. 

598 . 

Meditation and Prayer. 

Meditation and prayer act not, dis- 
<?iple, upon the heart that is puffed up 
with vanity, 
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As water, poured on to a heap of rub- 
bish and ashes soon drieth and vanish- 
eth away. 


599 . 

The worldling is like the crow. 

Behold, the worlding, the quiddler, 
that vaunteth his knowledge and judg- 
ment and cunning, 

*And proveth that black is white, and 
white, black, and seeth not beyond his 
nose. 

How like unto the crow he is! — the 
bird that of all birds of the air is the 
craftiest, 

Whom no snare enticeth, and who 
procureth his food with utmost clever- 
ness, 

And yetf whom all his cunning, all his 
knowledge enableth but to fill himself 
with filth ! 

600 . 

The brass pot and the golden pot. 

There be those, disciple, that say that 
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the heai:‘t groweth impure if one 
lecteth one’s daily prayers and devotions. 

Even as the brass-pot loseth its shine 
and getteth rusty if daily it be not rub- 
and scoured, 

And they say well, my son. But the 
golden pot, toou knowest, needeth not 
daily cleaning : 

So the man that was brass and is gold, 
he needeth daily prayers and ablutioi^ 
no more ! 


601. 

The man of faith disputeth not. 

He that hath not yet tasted of the 
nectar of Faith, be verily, disputeth and 
wrangleth about tenets and doctrines : 

But when he hath found the Light and 
the Lord, he is silent and stilU 

Behold, how the bee hovereth around 
the lotus and buzzeth, and hummeth and 
circleth again and again, ’ 

And then it findeth the centre and 
sitteth, and, drinking the honey, it is 
silent and still I 

U.II, 29 
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602 . 

Concentration. 

Verily, one must learn to concentrate 
one’s mind by fixing it first on forms : 

And then, and not till then, can he fix 
it unto that which is invisible and 
formless : 

As, before he can write well and fair, 
the boy scratcheth and scribbleth and 
scrawleth ! 


603 . 

One verily earneth the merit of the 
utterance of the Lord’s Name. 

Verily, I say unto you, however one 
uttereth the Holy Name of the Lord, 
knowingly or unknowingly, all the same, 
one earneth the worth and the merit of 
it: 

As one that goeth into the river for a 
bath Und batheth, getteth of it the bene- 
fit, 

As he also whom somebody else for* 
cibly pusheth into the water, or as be, 
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whcmi sleeping, all uncsonscious, another 
■drencheth with a shower. 

604 . 

The true teacher. 

Verily, it is enough, disciple, if one, 
instead of teaching and preaching, wor- 
shippeth the Lord with faith : 

he that earnestly striveth for 
freedom is the real preacher and teacher, 
undoubtedly : 

. And to him that hath found the Light 
people come from all sides for teachings, 
and he teacheth them, 

As when the lotus bloometh, the bees 
come to it of themselves, uninvited, and 
fill themselves with honey. 

605 . 

The Lord sustaineth. 

How can one keep his mind always 
fixed unto the Lord, thou sayest, 
disciple. 
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For one must also think of one's daily 
bread if one hath to live and to work ? 

But know that He for Whom thou 
workest, He of Whom thou thinkest, even 
He, the Lord, 

Will give thee thy requirements, all; 

Nay, even before He sent thee to this 
world, He made provision for thy sus- 
tenance, and, even now, He uatcheth over 
thee! 


606 . 

Man and the Lord. 

V'erily, verily, I say unto you, the 8011I 
fettered to the world is man, 

And the Soul that is free from all 
bondage is, verily, the Lord. 

607 . 

The Lord is in us. 

Verily, the Lord is in all of us, but 
all of us are not in the Lord : 

And ah, that is the reason why we' 



AAMXRISHNA. 459 

have to quaff the bitter cup of the world 
and suffer. 


608 . 

The perfect man and the Saviour. 

A Master sayeth unto one of his dis- 
-ciple-s, What I give unto thee, my son, 

Is, verily, priceless and inestimable: 
take care of it, therefore, and keep it to 
Xhyself : 

' And the disciple keepeth it all to 
himself. 

And to anotiier the Master eiveth the 
Word : 

And, knowing it to be most excellent, 
most exquisite, and even as nectar itself, ' 
that maketh a mortal immortal, 

Full of great joy he runnetli, with all 
haste, to the market-place, ' . 

And there, standing on a high place, 
he proclaimeth the good tidings to all, 
raying, 

Come, O come, all ye who can, my 
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brothers and my sisters, come, and drink 
of the living water of Life I 

And, I say unto you, the disciple that 
keepeth the knowledge of the Word to* 
himself and for himself, is but a man 
I^erfected, 

But, surely, the other disciple that 
handeth over the knowledge unto others,, 
a Saviour of the world is he ! 

609 . 

The wicked heart. 

Behold, the curled hair becometh not 
straight though one pull it ever so long : 

Even so, disciple, the wicked heart can 
never be easily changed into good. 

610 . 
f 

The true hero. 

He, lerily, is the true hero that, livings 
in the world, in the midst of all its 
temptations, 

Kemaineth unaffected by them and^ 
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growing in punty, attaineth perfection 
at last. 


611 . 

Good company. 

Live always, disciple, in the society of 
the holy and the wise, and so keep in thy 
mind the flame of love alive, 

Even as the blacksmith keepeth the 
lire of his furnace glowing by now and 
then blowing the bellow^s. 

612 . 

Knowledge and Ignorance. 

Verily, I say unto you. Knowledge 
ever leadeth to unity, constancy and life 
eternal : 

And ignorance produceth diversity 
and leadeth man, poor man, unto death ! 

613 . 

Good company. * 

Verily, 0 disciple, companionship with • 
the good, the wise and the holy, 
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Relieveth the brain that is giddy and 
whirling with the thousand desires of 
the woiid, — 

Even as water, in which rice hath been 
soaked, at once scattereth the madding 

fume of the wine. 

» 


614 . 

Ceaseless devotion. 

Sometimes there is peace in the heart, 
disciple, and calm, and it is full of glad- 
ness and joy : 

But a tempest soon ariseth, alas, and 
})eace, it dieth and fadeth away . 

Behold, a faggot of bamboo sticks burn- 
eth not long but by constant blowing and 
fanning of the fire, 

And so peace of mind must be kept up, 
my son, by ceaseless devotion and thoughts 
of the Lord. 


615 . 

r 

The Soul. 

« Verily, I say unto you, the soul dwel- 
leth in the body even as the piston stay- 
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t‘th in the syringe, and is yet separate 
'■ ora it. 


616 . 

The teachings op sages. 

\ liy, I say unto you, the teachings, 
which sages give forth for the good of 
mankind. 

Come not from them but through them 
and direct from the Throne of the Lord : 

E /en as the water issuing through the 
spo’n cometh not from the spout itself, 

But from the roof on which hath fallen 
the rain from the skies above. 

617 . 

The wise preceptor. 

The wise preceptor, my son, never 
essayeth to teach high and lofty rules of 
action, • . 

Lest the ordinary man of the world fail 
to understand them aright and therefore ♦ 
nse them for vile and improper ends; 
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And he imposeth not on the disciple a 
task which he cannot perfonn, or one 
which can only be done with much diffi- 
culty and labour : 

For who ever storeth milk in a vessel 
in which curd hath been prepared — 

Ah, who careth to cook his food in a 
pot likely to split into fragments on the 
lire ? 


618. 


Books reveal not the Lord. 

Ah, how can one that hath never been 
to the city get a clear and vivid idea of 
it, from a map or a picture, my son, and 
without going to the city itself and see- 
ing it ? 

Even so, to know of the Lord is impos- 
sible from tSie mere reading of books and 
scriptures : 

And to know of Him one must set out 
to seek Him and find Him for himself. 
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619 . 

Outward bites and forms. 

All outward rites and fimctions, all 
forms, observances and ceremonies are 
but the husk or chaff, my son, to cover 
and protect the Life, the central Truth : 

And these are necessary, even as » the 
rind is needed for the wholeness of the 
fruit. 

And behold, the seed livetli not without 
ils cover, and un husked, the grain nevei' 
.sprouteth. 

And when one desireth to jmsess of 
the life that liveth, unseen, in the form, 

One must work, one must exert his 
strength to take the shell, the husk, away. 

And though the oyster-shell is needed 
for the pearl’s growth, what need hath 
one for it, one, that hath found the pre- 
cious pearl itself ? 

Even so, outward observances and rites 
and ceremonies are no longer for fflrii tEat 
hath attained the Truth and found the- 
Lord. • 
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620 . 

The young anu tender heart. 

While the young and tender bamboo 
bendeth easily, the mature bamboo, for- 
cibly bent, breaketh and snappeth as- 
under : 

Even so, my son, the young and tender 
heart can easily be made to bend toward 
the good : 

Not so, alas, the heart v»'hich the world 
bath hardened and made stiff 1 

621 . 

The worldlinj. 

Verily, the worldling is known by his 
acts : 

He disliketh whatever savoureth of 
<70d, and sacred songs and psalms and^ 
even the H61y Name of the Lord jar upon 
his ears : 

And jio him that delighteth in them, he 
■sayeth, Brother, what is the good of 
these ? Now, come away ! 

And prayers he scoffeth at and scorneth. 
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and he flouteth them that bend the knee 
to pray. 


622 . 

Cling to the Lor6. 

Keep ever thy hold on the Lord firm, 
disciple, and do thy round of worldly 
duties. 

For only so canst thou be safe from all 
harm, even as the boy that turneth round 
and round, playing, with giddy speed, 
and holdeth on to the post or pillar, com- 
eth to no grief. 


623 . 

The Light of knowledge. 

When the Light of Knowledge dawnf^ 
eth on the mind, disciple, and the Truth 
is seen, • 

All at once the little self is torn to 
pieces, merging into boundless I^ve and 
Life : 

Even as when the hidden loadstone , 
draweth away all the nails and iron bands 
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that hold the planks of the ship together, 
the vessel founderetb and goeth down for 
ever. - * 


624 . 

The perfect man. 

Behold, how tender and soft become 
10111108 and potatoes when they are 
boiled : 

Even so, he becometh all humble and 
lowly, the man that is ripened and j)er- 
fected. 


625 . 

Sudden change. 

Verily, the sinner sometimes undergo- 
eth a sudden change and is fit to enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.. 

Even^as the poor man sometimes find- 
eth a chest full of treasure and suddenly 
becometh rich. 
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626 . 

Sudden change. 

V 

A certain man goeth to a forest and 
felleth down trees and cleareth away 
bushes and undergrowth, 

To have a clearing upon which to build 
for himself a little dwelling house, for 
he is exceedingly poor. 

And lo, in the depths of the forest, he 
suddenly cometh upon a goodly house 
ready built, and there is also a nice little 
pond full of clear and wholesome w'ater : 

And thus he findeth what he hath been 
desiring, and the poor man is exceedingly 
happy : 

Even so, a little lalnjur, a little exertion 
sometimes purifieth and perfecteth a 
man. 


627 . 

The perfect man. 

Sometimes, verily, I say unto you, it 
happeneth that a man is perfect from his 
very birth : 
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And SO he is perfect first, and, after- 
wards he practiseth (for the teaching of 
others), ^ 

Even as on the pumpkin or gourd vine, 
the fruit cometh forth first and then the 
flower. 


628 . 

Call, crying, and the Mother will 

COME ' 

Behold, a mother hath several children, 
and to each one of them sweet-something 
she giveth — 

To one she giveth a pop-gun, to another 
she giveth a cake : to one a gim-crack, to 
another a doll. ^ 

And sweetly they play and seek not the 
mother, and the mother, unhindered, 
doeth her works. 

And when one of them throweth away 
his toy and crieth, My Mother, 0 Mother, 
where art thou, 0 Mother ! — 

To him she runneth with haste and 
taketh him up and kisseth and fondletli 
him and sootheth him to rest ; 
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Ah, Man, even so thou art engrossed in 
playing with the gew-gaws, the toys of 
the world : 

Ah, know them : they are toys ! ah, 
throw them away, and call, crying, for 
the Mother, the Lord, 

And, verily, the Mother, the Lord, will 
come to thee, running and smiling, and 
bring thee Peace and Rest for ever ! 

629 

The Lord manifesteth Himself. 

Verily, I say unto you, endless and in- 
numerable are the Names of the Lord, 

And endless and numberless the ways 
in which the heart of man conceiveth of 
Him : 

And by whatever Name one delighteth 
to call upon Him, one hndeth Him, surely 
at last. 

And whatever the sentiment th»t ur* 
geth one, through that very sentiment He 
manifesteth Himself unto him. 


ti.B. 90. 
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630 . 

The goad of discrimination. 

Unrestrained, the elephant breaketb 
and snappeth the twigs and brauohes of 
trees as it walketh along, 

But pricked with the goad bj* its keep- 
er, it ceaseth its gambols and g^tly and 
straight it goeth on its way : 

Even so, disciple, let loose the mind and 
it stray eth and rambletb, thinl^ing of 
this and of that. 

But pricked with the goad of discrimi- 
nation, at once it becometh quiet and still. 

631 . 

Try again and again. 

if plunging and diving into it and 
essaying but once thou findest no gem, dis- 
ciple, at*once. 

Think not that the vast ocean beareth 
none,^hid in its depths, at all : 

And despair not thou if a little exer- 
tion, a little practice suffi'ceiii not for the 
finding of Grace, 
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But go on with thy endeavour, my son, 
niid in time the lord’s Grace will surely 
descend unto thee. 


632. 

Tears. 

Verily, I say unto you, like the little 
child, the strength of the aspirant lieth 
only in his tears. 


633. 

Divinity in man. 

Verily, I say unto you, the divinity in 
man increaseth as the worldliness in him 
decreaseth. 

As, when the fruit hath formed itself, 
the petals of the flower decay and fall off. 

634. 

The devotee that crieth alodd. 

The devotee that crieth unto the Lord 
aloud, saying 0 God I O God ! My God ! 



468 UKIVERSAL RELIGION. 

He hath not found Hm, verUy, for he 
that hath found Him, sitteth silent and 
still and rapt. 

635 . ' 

The hypocrite. 

Behold, how the hypocrite seemeth out- 
wardly so great and so grand, but how 
Just the reverse he is within ! 

How grand and magnificent the tusks- 
of the elephant, how poor and common* 
place the grinders within ! 

636 . 

The wicked. 

Crooked is the heart of the wicked per- 
son, my .son, and never it becometh simple 
and good, 

As, though one pull it ever so long» 
the tail of the cur becometh not straight. 

637 . 

The worldling. 

The heart of the worlcUing never de* 
lighteth in purity and in holiness, my son. 
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As one to whom all foetid odours be 
jgobd enough, never seeketh the fragrance 
of the rose. 


* 638 . 

The Fisherwoman. 

A fisherwoman, once upon a time, re- 
tumeth home from the market>place, hav* 
ing sold her stock of fish, 

And the day expireth when she hath 
but half accomplished her journey home- 
ward : 

, And so, for the night, she taketh shel- 
ter in the hut of the keeper of a flower- 
garden, 

And retireth to sleep in a corner of the 
hut, having placed her empty basket near 
her. ^ 

But lo, sleep cometh not to her^eyes, and 
she turneth and turneth again in her bed : 

And she thinketh. On my life! the 
mnell of the flowers driveth away^sleep 
from my eyes, — 

How acheth the bead \ bow tbe strong 
•odour pervadeth and disturbetb tbe sen- 
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ses, and sleep is afar off still ! My mother 1 
O my Mother ! 

And she riseth and on the fish-basket a 
little water she sprinklethf 

And the odour arising sootheth her and 
bringeth sleep, dear sleep, to her eyes t 

639 . 

If ye but beheld the Mother. 

Behold the little children wholly en- 
grossed in play in a corner of the house, 
apart, 

And no cares, no thoughts have they 
save for the dolls and other pla 3 rthings 
and their play. 

And lo, the mother cometh, and they 
leave off playing all at once, 

And run to her with boundless joy and 
gladness and great glee, forgetting all- 
about the playthings and the dolls ! 

Even so, my son, thou art now rapt in 
thoughts and great desires for honour,, 
for fame and & wealth, 

The playthings of the world, and thoa 
reckest not, verily, of anything besides. 
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But if thou but once beholdest Her, the ; 
Blissful Mother, thou wilt surely throw 
away thy pkythings, all, 

For they can never please thee any 
more, and thou wilt, running, go to Her I 

640 . 

Procrastination. 

Thou sayest, iny son, that thou desirest, 
when thy little son cometh of age, 

To make over the charge of the house- 
hold unto him, and pass the remainder of 
thy days, apart, 

In blest retirement and in communion 
with the Lord, and thinking of naught 
but the Lord : 

But alas, when the time cometh, other 
thoughts and desires will arise in thy 
breast, * 

And thou wilt say, Let my son have a 
son unto him 1 • 

And when a son is born unto him, thou 
wilt say. How can I leave him, the dear , 
little one 1 
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Ab, let me see that he marrieth and 
tumetb a householder ! 

Ah, thus thinking the thoughts of the 
world, the period of devotion will never 
arrive imto thee I 


641. 

The worldling. 

Verily, I say unto yoii, Knowledge of 
the One is the True Knowledge, 

But knowledge of the many is ignor> 
ance indeed. 


642 

The Worldling. 

Verily, I say unto you, all good and 
holy words *have no effect at all upon the 
worldling, 

For, like water under a culvert, they 
come in at one ear, and go out at the other. 
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643 . 

The WORLDLING. 

Take a pigeon-fledgling in thy hand, 
disciple, and, neck and crop, thou feeleat 
it fuU of grains : 

Even so, a little conversation with the 
worldling enableth thee to discover that 
he is all full of worldly thoughts and 
desires. 


644 . 

Bide thy time. 

Sweet and delicious is the fruit, my 
son, that falleth, ripe, from the tree, 

But the green or immature fruit arti- 
ficially ripened, is insipid, and, look, how 
it shrivelleth up and sbrinketh ! 

Even so, the man that hath attained 
True Knowledge falleth down from the 
oaste-tree — he is ripe — 

And caste-fetters bind him no* longer : 

But the man in whom the Light shineth 
not yet, ah, it were better he remained on ' 
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the tree till it were time for him to iipeD 
and fall ! 


645. 

The mind. 

Verily, I say unto thee the child hath 
the whole of his mind unto himself ; 

And when he cometh of age and mar- 
rieth, half of it goeth over unto the wife, 
his mate; 

And when a child is bom unto him, a 
quarter of it again is transferred to the 
child ; 

And the parents and other relations, 
and desires for honour and wealth, these, 
verily, occupy the remainder of his mind, 
my son : 

Thereforewhe, verily, findeth the Lord 
that even in his childhood setteth the 
whole of his mind upon Him : 

But hard, very hard it is for him that 
hath lost the whole of his mind in the 
tworld. 
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646 . 

The young parrot and the old. 

The young parrot C5an easily be taught 
disciple, to repeat whatever is uttered in 
Its presence, 

But the old parrot never learneth to 
speak. Even so, the mind that is docile 
and young can easily be fixed unto the 
Lord : 

Not so, alas, the mind that is already 
fixed unto the world ! 

647 . 

He preacheth best that liveth the 
Life. 

Verily, he preacheth best that doeth 
his utmost to free himself from the bonds 
of the world : 

Not he that prepareth not himself at . 
first, and, ignorant himself, goeth forth 
to preach. , 

And he that hath attained True Know^ 
ledge. True Wisdom, he that liveth th^ 
Life, 
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He seeketh not whom to teach, but 
surely, of themselves, all come to him to 
be taught : 

Behold, who calleth the vultures that 
flock to the charnel-pit when the carcase 
is laid ? 


648 . 

Sweeten thyself. 

Behold, how ants swarm round the 
spot where a little sugar or a little syrup 
hath been spilt : 

Try, therefore, to make thyself lusci- 
ous, disciple, and seekers, like ants, will 
come to thee, surely. 

649 . 

The monkey. 

Ah me, behold, how the poor monkey 
layeth down his life at the feet of the 
hunter ! — 

Even so, disciple, poor ignorant man 
layeth himself down at the feet of the 
beautiful woman to die ! 



BAMKRISHNA'. 


47r 


m. 


The devotee. 

Thou enquirest, disciple, bow it fareth 
with the devotee when Beauty layeth her 
firm hold upon him? 

Verily, he slippeth out and away like 
the stone of the ripe mango when firmly 
pressed with the palm. 

651 . 

Money. 

Consider not money to be the very flesh 
and blood of thy life, disciple, 

For it can get thee but food : and food 
for the body was ready before thou wert 
born! 


652 . 

Rest in the Lord. 

► 

Dost thou wish, disciple, to fifld in the 
Lord thy sole consolation and rest ? 

Then be thou humbler than the hum-* 
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bleat/ lowlier than the lowliest, yea, less 
than the least 1 

For, if thou wishest the thread to enter 
into the eye of the needle, hast not thou 
to Riake it fine and smooth ? 

653 . 

Give if thou wishest to have. 

Bless if thou wishest to be blest, dis> 
oiple, and give much if thou desirest to 
receive abundantly : 

Yea, be like a little thing if thou desir- 
est to be great, even like the tree that 
bendeth down with the weight of its 
fruit. 


654 . 

The balance. 

Behold, that scalet)f the balance stoop- 
eth lower that hath the heavier weight 
upon it,' 

^ While that which hath upon it the 
'lighter weight, riseth up : 



RAMKRXSHNA. 


479 

Even so» disciple, stoopeth low the man . 
that hath given up the world and is filled' ' 
with the weighty Substance of the Lord, 

While he that is filled with the eihpty 
vanities of the world raiseth high his 
head, aaying, How high am I ! 

655 . 

Contemplation. 

Alas, another day is done, and what 
have I done toward the finding of the 
Lord? 

Thus, sitting down at evening, disciple, 
turn thy mind inward, and contemplate. 

656 . 

Evil in Man. 

Every one in this world \yeareth the 
outward semblance of a human being, 
disciple, 

But often a tiger or a bear or a serpent 
lufketh within the outer covering that 
seemeth a man. • 
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667 . 

Benunciation. 

He that climbing on to the top of a 
high tree can throw himself down, un> 
hesitatingly. 

Knowing that the Lord is everywhere, 
he, verily, is ready for the path of renun- 
ciation. 


658 . 

Heed not praise or blame. 

Heed not the praise or the blame that 
man awardeth to thee, 0 disciple, but 
walk onward and straight : 

For, is not what he sayeth of thee as 
empty as the noisy clamouring of the 
crow? 

* 659 . 

The real and the unreal. 

There' is a holy man, my son, and he 
carrieth about with him a prism of glass 
^idways. 
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And he vieweth all objects through it 
and laugheth, for. the colours that it 
showeth are but shadows, 

Even as the world is but a shadow : 
The colours and the world ! — he thinketh 
and laugheth. 


660. 

Nature. 

One sayeth, 0 Master, Nature is un- 
yielding, for never Nature abateth a 
jot! 

- Another sayeth, O Master, coal loseth 
its blackness when fire pervadeth it 
through and through ! 

But fire, my son, the Master answereth, 
reduceth the coal into ashes. 

661. 

Purification. 

Turn thine eyes inward, disciple, and 
now and then examine the self within, 

And go on always with its purification 
'U.R. 31. 


9 
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when thou findest it not yet fully puri- 
fied : 

As one that, pounding rice to cleanse 
it, examineth it again and again. 

And, if it hath not been thoroughly 
cleansed, one goeth on with the pounding 
as before : 

Or as one that, weighing a thing, ex- 
amineth the centre-needle of the beam 
again and again. 

And ceaseth not adjusting till it com- 
eth to the point and swayeth not to the 
left nor to the right again. 


662 . 

The Man of the world. 

Alas, the man that is tied to the world 
cannot aU at once fix his mind unto the 
Lord, 

And though kicks and blows rain up- 
on hifii ever so hard, he draweth not 
himself away from lust and greed. 
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663 . 

The Man of the world. 

''Alas, nothing but the world and its 
things appear good and })leasant unto 
the man of the world, 

As nothing but dung is good to the 
dung-beetle which, verily, lesenteth the 
sweet-scented lotus, my .son. 

604 . 

The rain-water. 

- The water which the clouds shower, 
down on the roof is always transparent 
and pure, my son. 

And becometh turbid or not as the 
channel through which it ])asseth down 
is soiled or clean. 


665 . 

Union. , 

Verily, I say unto you, the union of 
the self with the Self is like the coming 
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together of the hands of the clock at the- 
hour of twelve. 


666 . 

Renunciation. 

A wife sayeth to her husband, My dear^ 
my brother is preparing to renounce the 
world soon : 

And the husband replieth, Ah, wife^ 
'preparation for renunciation! it ever 
cometh to naught I 

Then asketh the wife. Now tell me, 
my husband, Iiow one is to eschew the 
vain world ? 

And he sayeth, Behold I and he taketh 
the garb on and biddeth the wife fare- 
well, 

And deliberately he walketh out of the 
house and goeth away, returning no 
more I *' 


667 . 

Man’s inconstancy. 

At the time of his sorrow and tribula-(l^ 
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tion the man of the world raiseth himself 
on High, 

To find shelter and consolation in the 
Lord, but alas, he remaineth not on High 
for long, 

For the heavy weight of the world soon 
draggeth him down to the low again : 

And, verily, he is like the tame mon- 
goose that, tied to a brick-bat, playeth 
and runneth about on the floor. 

Trailing the brick-bat along, and when 
scared, climbeth up to its box upon the 
wall. 

But soon, very soon, the weight of the 
brick-bat again pulleth it down, my son, 

668 . 

The Mother giveth whatever one 

DESIRETH. 

• 

Verily, I say unto you, the Mother 
granteth unto man according to the 
measure of his desire : • 

Behold, the poor man’s son, he goeth to 
school and readeth and mindeth his 
bo(^s, 
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Yea, he consumeth the midnight oil, 
and at last he becometh a judge : 

And he regardeth himself with serene 
satisfaction, and, with the mind at ease. 

He thinketh, How comfortable ! And 
the Mother sayeth, Remain in good com- 
fort, my child ! 

And when after a long and strenuous 
and good service he retireth at last. 

And museth, repining. What have I 
done, alas ? — the Mother also speaketh in 
his heart, 

Indeed, alas, alas, my child, what hast 
thou accomplished after all? 


669 . 

The Lord granteth Hrs Grace even 

• UNTO THE SINNER. 

Verily, I say unto you, be he ever sa 
sinfub be he ever so wicked and vile, 

The Lord in His Mercy granteth His 
Grace unto man, poor man, at last : 

Ah, it is the very nature of the child 
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to play and to soil himself with dust and 
with dirt, 

But the mother oft cometh to him and, 
finding him dirty, she wipeth and cleans- 
eth him again and again. 

670. 

Gossiping. 

Learn to detest gossiping with all thy 
heart, disciple, and talking of the afiairs 
of others : 

For these lead one to forget all that 
concemeth the Self, yea, all that concern- 
eth the Lord. 


671. 

The ignorant person. 

Verily, the imorant persbn thinketh 
that his own religion is the best, and he 

assertetb, It is the best ! 

’ • 

But he that knoweth the truth, know- 
eth that all religions descend from one 
common source, the Lord. * 
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For man divideth the land with walls, 
and each thinketh his own portion the 
best : 

But who can apportion the silent void 
of the sky, and call it his own and the 
best? 


672. 

Religions. 

( 

Thou enquirest, disciple, what the at- 
titude of the devotee should be toward a 
religion other than his own : 

And, I say unto thee, he must, verily, 
regard it as his own, and think of it, 
This also is right ! This also is right 1 

673. 

True remuneration. 

I 

Hundreds and hundreds of men of the 
world come to me daily, my son, 

But, I ^ay unto thee, my heart is never 
full of so much gladness and joy, 

' As when one cometh to me, one, that 
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hath given up the worM, truly, for the 
sake of the Lord ! 


674 . 

The Lord first. 

First thou didst seek for the joys of the 
world, and, afterwards, now, thou seek- 
est the Lord : 

It were better if thou hadst sought, 
first, the Lord, for then thou couldst 
have found joy even in the world ! 


675 . 

Rents and taxes. 

Verily one hath to pay the rents and 
the taxes when one liveth in a house, mv 
son, 

And so, in sorrows and in sicknesses, 
one must pay for the body, the Iiouse in 
which one dwelleth for a time. 
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676. 

This body of dust. 

Saith a pupil to the Master, O Master,. 
1 pray thee, ask the Mother thy body to 
heal : 

And the Master smileth and sayeth, 
0 shame ! to ask the Mother for such a 
paltry thing! 

0 fie, O fie! how can I ask for this 
body of mine to be healed, this body of 
dust and of filth 1 


677. 

Reliance on God. 

Perfect reliance on God is Life, my 
son, and I-ness anc} my-ness are death. 

And the, disciple is right that taketh 
his master and guide as the Lord des- 
cended on earth, 

To give him the light and point out 
the way that is to lead him up to the 
. Father in Heaven. 

And verily, the Name of his Master 
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and Guide is unto him a charm that 
wardeth off ills, 

That giveth him power even to walk 
over the waters and across the river if he 
have faith : 

Though his own name to the Master 
himself is worthless and saveth him not — 

For if he essayeth to cross, saying “ I/* 
after his disciple, he dieth, certainly, he 
dieth ! 


678 . 

“ New ” Religion. 

He speaketh ill of a religion, my son,, 
that thirsteth not for the Kingdom of 
Heaven : 

And he that setteth up a “ new reli- 
gion,” verily, he setteth up* himself, not 
the Lord. — 

Ah, he that is thirsty, diggetji Re ever 
a well for a drink because the water of 
the river is not transparent and clear ? ^ 
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679 . 

For the sake of the Lord. 

Behold, how man worketh and labour- 
eth for wealth and for fame that are but 
.shadows ! 

How he toileth and moileth, how he 
sweateth and drudgeth and draggeth a 
lengthened chain ! 

Ah, if he but did all this for the sake 
of the Lord, if he strove, if he strained 
but to find Him ! 


680 . 

Illusion. 

Illusion, verily, dwelleth in the body, 
disciple, and illusion keepeth up the 
form of the body : 

And if illusion were not, the body it- 
self would perish and dissolve and melt 
away : ^ 

Ah, how can gold, pure gold, without 
€in alloy, be ever wrought into a hard and 
durable form? 
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681 . 

Providence. 

A very young disciple liveth with his 
master, knowing naught of the world and 
far from the haunts of men, 

And knoweth he none but the master, 
and he liveth but to study and to serve 
him. 

And one day by order he goeth a-beg- 
ging to the city, and, standing at a door- 
way he calleth for alms in the Name of 
the Lord. 

And a daughter of the house cometh 
out with the dole, and he eyeth her agape 
with painful wonder. 

Thinking her swelling breasts to be 
boils, and enquireth, whether they trouble- 
her sorely or not : 

And she retireth blushing and bashful, 
and never a word she speak^th unto him. 

And the mother cometh forth and say- 
eth. They be not boils, O holy mendicant. 

But kind devices of the Lord for sus- 
tenance of the child she beareth in her 
womb : • 
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And when the child is born into the 
world, these breasts will yield it milk and 
nourish it ! 

And hearing her the lioly boy is mute 
with wonder, and he thinketh in his 
mind. 

Behold, how the All-merciful Loi*d 
provideth for the child even before it is 
born ! 

Ah, surely, so He hath provided, even 
for me, a sure and certain livelihood ! 

And of the offered alms he taketh not, 
and leaveth, musing on the Mercy of the 
Lord. 


682 . 

No MAN UNDERSTANDETH ANOTHER. 

Verily, I say unto you, no one under- 
standeth and fully comprehendeth the in- 
most nature of another. 

And much good there may be oven in 
him whdm the world knoweth to be wick- 
ed and vile : 

^ Fo»' mere outward honour and name 
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and fame are never an index of real and 
5olid worth. 


683 . 

Never despair. 

Never let des])air enter thy heart, dis- 
ciple, for despair stoppeth, nay, marreth 
all progress. 

And saying and saying with a show 
of humility, I am but a worm! one, in 
time, really comet h to he as a Avorm, 


684 . 

Unto the Lord. 

Never visit a holy man or any shrine 
of the Deity empty-handed. O disciple, 

But carry with thee, if nothing else 
thou ciinst, even a small fruit or a little 
flower, some inexpensive little thing. 

With humble and devout cai'c,*not unto 
the man, nor unto the Image, but unto 
the Lord. ‘ 
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685 . 

The Kingdom Of Heaven. 

Verily, I say unto thee, the Kingdom 
of Heaven cannot be reached as long as 
there remaineth the least trace in the 
mind of any desire for the outward 
things and vanities of the world : 

It is well, therefore, for one to have 
all one’s small and innocent desires satis- 
fied, and one must also ponder and re- 
flect continuously on the vanity of all 
desires till they die. 


686 . 

An empty vessel soundeth much. 

Verily, one prateth much of religion 
and piety ^ that knoweth not much of 
either. 

As he that hath learned but a few . 
verses fvom the scriptures, in season and 
Out of season, quoteth the verses. 
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.687. 

Onward ! 

Why dost thou sail so ' slowly, dis- 
ciple? — ^Thou waitest for the Grace of 
the Lord, thou sayest ? 

Ah, the Breath of His Grace floweth 
unceasingly night and day, my son, — 

Do thou but set sail, and onward ! 


688 . : 

Renunciation. 

Say, Master, I pray thee, now that I 
have relinquished all the things of the 
world, 

W’hy freedom seemeth as far off as ever, 
why yet I find not the Grace of the Lord ? 

Verily, thou art like unto the leathern 
jar, disciple, in which oil was once stored. 

Now emptied, indeed, of its contents, 
but, ah, it still smelleth strong of the 
oil! 


U.R. 32. 
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. 689 . 

Devotion when effective. 

When the poisonous spider biteth one, 
disciple, the venom must first be removed 

With paste oi‘ the turmeric or, dther- 
wise, no ointment, however potent, ever 
healeth the wound : 

Even so, when greed and lust have 
found already a lodgment in man’s heart, 

Devotion can never be fully effective 
until all trace of 4ihem hath been entirely 
effaced. 


690 . 

Fervour and faith. 

Verily, I say unto you, all the sins that 
a man can, ever accumulate unto himself. 

At once shall dissolve and melt away if 
he utter but once with full fervour 
and faith the Blessed Name of the Lord. 
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Renunciation. 

A certain man goeth to the river to 
bathe and return home for. breakfast, 

And on his way he heareth of a friend 
preparing to relinquish the world : 

And he thinketh and pondereth : It is 
best to give up the world, he sayeth in his 
mindj 

And at once he decideth to give up the 
world, and he verily, renounceth it, re- 
turning home no more : 

Behold, how fervent his devotion ! How 
intense and acute is his faith, my son : 

Even such a faith, such a fervency, 
winneth the Kingdom of Heaven ! 

692 . 

Man seeth the face, God JupoETH the 

HEAHT. 

Verily, I say unto you, man se^th the 
face, but God seeth the heart; and while 
man considereth only the outward ac- 
tions, God weigheth the inmost motives. 

/ 
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There is in a certain city a tmple of 
the Lord, and beside the temple there is a 
hut in which liveth a holy man, a recluse. 

And in front of the hermit’s cottage, 
on the other side of the street; there liv- 
eth a harlot. 

And the recluse is sore grieved to see 
the enormity of the harlot’s sins which 
he judgeth from the large number of 
admirers that daily visit her. 

And one day he calleth her unto* him 
and rebuketh her strongly, saying, Ah, 
vilest of women, art thou not afraid of 
thy sins? 

Alas for thee ! night and day, day and 
night, thy ribaldry knoweth no bounds : 
Ah, strumpet, what is to become of thee ? 

And the courtezan goeth back, weep- 
ing and sorrowing, and she bewaileth her 
lot, saying, Ah, miserable sinner that I 
am, what ill become of me ? 

But how can she give up at once her 
evil ways, for she must have her daily 
bread, and daily she sheddeth tears of 
repentance, and prayeth unto the Lord, 
* the Father in Heaven : 
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O God of the pure and the holy, 0 God 
of the sinner and the evil-doer, save me, 
save me, O All-merciful Father, Thou 
that didst save all the sinners of old ! 

And behold, to compute her sins, the 
recluse layeth by pebbles in a corner, one 
for each gallant that visiteth the unfor- 
tunate woman across the street : 

And in a short time the pebbles be- 
come a heap, and he slioweth it unto her, 
saying, Behold ! the heap of thy sins 1 
and I say, adultress, beware! how it 
groweth apace 1 

And fear and compunction burn in her 
.heart, and, turning in liorror from the 
sight, she kneeleth and hideth her face, 
crying. Save me. Save me, 0 Lord ! 

And behold, one day they die, both of 
them, the hermit and the whore, and an 
angel from Heaven and a demon from 
Hell arrive to take charge of their souls : 

And the angel, he taketh ihe woman 
to lead her to Heaven, and the demon, 
he seizeth the hermit to take him to Hell ! 

And* the hermit, in wonder and sur- 
prise, sayeth to the angel. Ah, brother, 
thou makest a mistake 1 
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For, surely, thou comest to lead me to 
Heaven, and the demon, here, he oometb 
to take the woman to Hell ? 

Nay, sayeth the angel with sternness, 
it is thou that art the adulterer, having 
kept thy mind ever dwelling on adultery, 
and verily, tko?i goest to Hell : 

And this woman, she repented and 
cried for the Grace of the Lord, and, 
verily, she found it, and I lead her to 
Heaven I 


693 . 

Here and hereafter. 

Verily, I say unto you, he that hath 
found peace and joy here, even in this 
world, he findeth peace and joy in the 
hereafter also : 

And he for whom no peace existeth in 
this world, for him, verily, there is no 
peace in the next also. 

694 . 

True fervour and devotion. 

Verily, I say unto thee, the Lord with* 
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boldeth never His Grace from one, if one 
but calleth unto Him with true fervour 
and devotion. 


695 . 

True Wisdom and True Devotion, O 
disciple, are, verily, one and the same. 

696 . 

The Grace of the Lord. 

Veriljr, I say unto you, the Grace of the 
Lord quickly, manifesteth in the heart of 

the devotee that possesseth a fervent 
faith. 

Even as the fish in a large pond soon 
swarm and circle around the hook of the 
angler if the bait on it be sweet and 
fragrant. 


697 . 

Meditation. 

Know, O disciple,, the meditation of 
the devotee hath reached perfection when 
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the bird fearlessly percheth on his head 
and he knoweth it not. 

698 . 

Birth, marriage and death. 

Verily, I say unto you, birth, marriage 
and death, these three are in the Hands 
of the Lord, and man attempteth but in 
vain to regulate them by laws which he 
himself enacteth. 


699 . 

The Qualities affect not the Lord. 

Behold, while one readeth the Scrip- 
tures by the light of the lamp, another 
forgeth a document for the purpose of 
ruining his brother : 

But dotjh it affect the lamp, disciple ? 

And behold, the sun lighteth the good 
as well as the wicked. ^ 

And if thou askest, The sorrows and 
the sins of the world, its thousand dis- 
* tractions, what are they ? 
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Verily, I say unto thee, these are for 
and affect only the little self, not the Self 
that ever is un-attached to anything : 

Behold the serpent, how deadly the 
venom that killeth whomsoever it touch- 
eth, and yet, how the self-same venom 
affecteth not at all the serpent itself ! 

700 . 

Verily, I say unto you, that craftiness 
is truly profitable that helpeth one to find 
the Lord. 


701 . 

The Lord is Unspeakable. 

A certain father hath two sons, and 
both of them he maketh over to the 
Master to be taught of the Lord : 

And after a number of yease the boys 
return home and salute their father with 
^due reverence and affection. 

And the father enquireth of the elder 
son. Tell me, my boy, what hfvst thou 
learnt of God ? 
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And the son reciteth many verses, and 
quoteth from the scriptures, to show the 
extent of his knowledge concerning the 
Lord, and the father heareth him in 
silence. 

And he sayeth unto the younger son, 
what dost thou know of the Lord? 

And the younger son hangeth down 
his head and remaineth silent. And 
the father sayeth unto him, Verily, my 
boy, thou KNOWEST ! 

For the Lord, truly, is Unspeakable ! 

Mayest thou be in Him always ! Amen. 
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Lord’s, The Name tireth not, 

664. 

Love, 25, 201, 234 , 356, 357. 

Love all. MS. 

Love and devotion, 89. 

I/>ve and reverence, 117. 

Jjove payeth debts, 118. 

Love and Knowledge, 161. 

liove, The — ' f the devotee, 304. 

Love for life is love for the Wd, 
618. • 

I^ove, Worship , 482. 

liover, The of the Lord, 483. 
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IjOV 6 , Trua , 16, 127. 

I 4 OV 0 , The Path of , 17. 

Jjove, God requireth nought but 


Mad, Be for the Lord, 177. 

Madman, The lover of the Lord is 
like a , 668 . 

Magnet, When the Ijord bocomith 
the greater , 295. 

Man-beast, The , 359. 

Man and the Lord, 606. 

Man cannot comprehend the Lord, 
649. 

Man, Divinity in , 633. 

Mangod, The perfect man is the 
, the Christ, 104. 

Man, God in , 183. 

Man becomoili wliat he useih and 
doeth, 464. 

Man seeth the face, God judgeth 
the heart, 692. 

Man gaineth as he purposeth, 18. 

Man, The ever perfect , 10 . 

Man, The perfect , 627. 

Mon, The perfect is ever safe, 

11 . 

Man, The of the world that 

thinketh of God, 12, 

Man, The of Knowledge, 11 , 

100, 132. 

Man, The of Knowledge and 

devotion, 24. 

Man, The of Knof/ledge and 

the worthy servant, 65. 

Man, Tlie of Knowledge bo- 

holdeth the liord every- 
where, 68 . < 

Man revealeth the T^ord, 33. 

Man, The ternnle of the lA>rd, 04. 

Man, The perfected , 624, 

Man, The — of the world, 346, 
663,663. 


Man, The heedlessness of . 

173. 

Man, what can do, 180. 

Man, the Supreme Essence, 394. 

Man, What is , 472. 

Manifestations, God and His , 

248. 

Man's impertinence, 80. 

Man's power availeth not, 264. 

Man’s intelligence, 335. 

Man’s conception of the Deity, 
459. 

Man, The Lord’s presence in . 

350. 

Man’s inconstancy, 667. 

Man^ Names, The Tiord hath 

Many, One and the , 64. 

Master, The pointeih out the 

Way, 47. 

Master, The revealeth Him 

self, 144. 

Master, The faithful servant and 
the , 533. 

Master, The . The Guide and 

the Word, 595, 594. 

Meditation, 155, 224, 324, 330, 480, 
481, 598 . 697. 

Men are like cakes. 46. 

Men van' though they look alike, 
255. ' 

Mere speakf'is and talkers of vir- 
tue, 113. 

Mind. 645, 251. 

Mind, How to conquer restlessness 
of . 223. 

Mind, How the gaineth and 

loseth, 230. 

Mind, the and the bent fish- 

ing-rod, 168, 

Mind, The , the needle and 

the flame of the lamp, 169. . 

Mind, The polluted canno. 

comprehend the Ijord, 188. 
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Mind, The bmdoih and deli- 
vereth, 252. 

Mind, The that knowoth of 

the Lord, 333. 

Mind and water, 515. 

Mind, purity of , 577. 

Miseries of the self, The, 337, 

Mind becometh a mirror, 506. 

Mix not with the world before 
enlightenment, 231. 

Money, 651. 

Monkey, The , 649. 

Mother, The , 73. 

Mother, Cling unto the , 465. 

Mother, Always think of the , 

532. 

Mother, Call, crying, and the -- 
will come, 628. 

Mother, How to find the , 686. 

Mother, If ye but beheld tlio , 

639. 

Mother, The giveth whatever 

one desireth, 668. 

Mother, Finding the , 32, 

Mother, The Father and the , 

70. 

Midher, The Lord is the — , 557 , 

M<»t)ier, Feel the in Thy- 

self, 256. 

Mother, The Real , 381. 

Mother, The (»f the Universe.. 

249, 269. 

Mother, Why the conieth 

not, 172. 

Myness and I-ness, 187. 

Mystery, The to be compre 

hended mwst be felt, 395. 

Name, Have faith in the of 

the Lord, 253. 

Name, The of the L6rd, 476. 

Names, The Lord hath many , 

2 . 

Nature, 660. 


Nearness of God, 299. 

Necessity of good books and good 
company, 476, 579. 

Needle, The mind, the of the 

beam and the flame of the 
himp, 169. 

Never despair, 683. 

New Religion, 678. 

No man understandeth another, 
682. 

None blesseth but the T^ord, 135. 

None but the Lord is thine own, 
160. 

None but the sage kiioweih the 
sage. 534. 

Nono can know all about the I..ord, 
59. 

None tea(‘heth but the l-ord, 268. 

Not a loaf even stirreth without 
His Will, 424. 

Not “I am.*' but “Thou Art,” 
338. 

Ohstneies to liberation, 328. 

Of understanding the Scriptures, 
586. 

Offerings, The I/)rd accepteth 
man's — , 547, 

One, ('ling to the , 627. 

One, R(?ligion is — , 1. 

One, The J/;rd is , 2. 

Ono, The and the many, 64, 

One veril^^ eameth the merit of 
the utterance of the lord's 
Name, 603. 

Oneness and separatimess, 270. 

Onc-pointedness, constancy, 170, 
191, 465, 4B5, 504, 522. 

Onward ! 687. 

Opium eater, Bo like the -g—, 616. 

Opposites, The , 71. 

Outward, Lessen all acimtiei, 

263. 
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Ootword, The emptineas of all 
actiona, 17o. 

Outwardly. What thou seekeat 

is with and within thy Self, 
124. 

Outward rites and forma, 619. 

Overaool, The Father, The 

and the J^rd, 246. 

Palace, A ia but an inn, 468. 

Pnnga, The - and the achea of 

the body, 321. 

Parable, The of the three 

robbera, 315. 

Parable, The of the three 

robbera explained, 316. 

Parable, The of the traveh 

lera and the Wall, 317. 

Parable, The of the man 

and hia hut, 342. 

Parrot, The man of the world 
the , 572, 

Parrot, The young and the 

old, 640. 

Part, A revealotl) the whole, 

397. 

Paaaiona, How the are to 

be directed, 415. 

Patience, endurance, cheerf nh 

neaa, 129. 

Path, Choice of a , 271. 

Path, Earneatnesa and devotion 
remove obataclea from the 
, 3. ^ 

Path of dincriminaiion, path of 
Love, 17. 

Path, The of devotion ia 

easy to tread; 181. 

Path, The of Knowledge, 

272. 

Path, Why tread the alone, 

Patha, All lead but to God, 

145, 


Peace, 492, 538. 

Peace cometh after work, 529. 

Peace, When and freedom 

are gained, 380. 

Pearl-oyster, The devotee is like 
the , 560. 

Perfect, The Man ie tlie 

Mangod, the Christ, 104. 

Perfect Man, The , 627, 

Perfected, The Man and the 

Saviour, 136, 137, 608, 624. 

Perfect, The man is ever 

safe, 11. 

Perfection, 29. 

Performance, thought and gain, 
19. 

Physicians, The three kiiuls of 
and teachers, 267. 

Planes, The seven and the 

seven centres, 273. 

Player, The and the watcher 

of a game, 421. 

Polluted, The mind cannot 

comprehend the J^ord, 188. 

Polluted, The mind is like 

the damp match-spUnt. 318. 

Pollution, The of desires, 

309. 

Pond, The world is like a poiul, 
242. 

Potent and impotent teachers, 297 

Powers are hindrances, 360. 

Power, Man's availeth not, 

264. 

Power, The of thought, 185. 

Poivorlcssness, The of man, 

296. 

Powers, The of the Soul, 

444. 

Practice and exertion, 443. 

Practise and try, 446. 

Practise discrimination, 232. 

Practice, How long is of de- 

votion necessary, 165. 
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Practice, The of meditation, 
324. 

Praise or blame, Heed not , 

658. 

Pray, One may silently or 

aloud, 106. 

Pray for Grace, 371, 429. 

Prayer, A , 323. 

Prayer, When oooseth, 279. 

Preacheth, He best that liv- 

eth the Life, 647. 

Preceptor, The Wise , 617. 

Preservation, creation and des 
traction, 34. 

Presume not to teach, 221. 
Procrastination, 640. 

Profession, The of the pliy* 

sician, 431. 

Profitable, The most crafti- 

ness, 700. 

Proud man, The , 414. 

Providence, 681. 

Pupil, The must he fit nnd 

ready, 352. 

Pure and holy company, 69. 

Pure heart, The reiaineth 

the Vision of the Spirit, 636, 

? mind, The beholdeth 

the Lord even in the World, 

no. 

PuriScation, 661. 

Purification of the sinner. 630. 
531. 

Purity alone comprehendeth the 
Ix>rd, 193. 

Purity of mind, 577. 

Purity of the child, 682, 583. 

Qualttzbs, The three , 77, 266. 

Qualities, The affect not the 

Lord, 699. 

Baik-watib, The 664. 


Real, The — and the unreal, 
659. 

Real, The Mother, 381. 

Reality and illusion, 60. 

Reality, unreality, 204. 

Reality, The image lesdeth to 
the , 3^. 

Real iziit ion, 439. 

Realisation, The results uf 
384. 

Rebirtli, 284, 

Rebirth, Is there after death, 

212 . 

Reject the bad, take the good, 
451. 

Reliance on God, 494 , 677. 

Religions, 672. 

Religion is one, 1. 

Religion, Kvery i« a wjtv to 

God, 105. 

Religious, The truly - luan, 
569. 

ReliiKjuiKhment and peace, 466. 

Relinquish, Why the world? 

373. 

R«lin(iuibhmcni, 574. 

Relinquishment of the world not 
a necessily. 109. 

Remember the f-ord always, 5. 

Render honour unto all a.s mUo 
the l^rd, 2%. 

Ront.s and taxo.H. 675 

Renunciation, 575, 657, 666, 673, 

688 , m. 

Renunciation is Life* 479. 

Renunciation, The man of — is 
like the snake, SG7. 

Requirfith rnuclf time and kil)Our, 
691. 

ResigTiatiou, 342, 377, 391, 416, 
626. • 

Restlessness, How to conquer - 

of mind^ 22i, 

Rest in the Ix>rd, 652. 
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Reiiult of devotion, 84. 

Revealed, The Lord is in the 

heart of the devotee, 65. 

Reverence cometh in gilence, 229. 

Reverence, Learn and love, 

228. 

Reverence, how to learn. 117. 

Richoa and wealth avail not, 460. 

Right, The goodnesg of Ood and 
the of Hia children, 382. 

Rites, coremonieB anrl outward 
forms, 305, 619. 

Saokificb, 556, 

iSacrifice, ’fbe Lord’s — -, 550. 

Safely, How — to live in the 
world, 225. 

iSagariW, 146. 

Sage, The , 417. 

Sage, None but the knowctli 

the sage, 534. 

Sage, Doubt not the — , 425. 

Sagos, The teachings of , 616. 

Sand and sugar, The world like 
a mixture of , 211. 

Saviour, The and the per- 

fected man, 136, 137, 608. 

Science, The of tlie Self, 3^9. 

Scriptures, 1 Indcrstamliiig the 
, 3fl6. 

Scripturee, How to make the read- 
ing of urofttable, 399. 

Seek shelter ana security first, 
325. , 

Seek Him here and thou slialt find 
Him here, 133. 

Self, Of the ^ — , 319. 

Self-immolation, ^5. 

Self-knowledge, 92, 

Self, The and the body, 63. 

Self, ‘How to know the 514. 

Self, The Illusion of , 298, 

300. 

Self, MiRerieB of the , 337. 


Self, The blisa of the 477. 

Self, The self with the , 605. 

Selfish, The and the unsel- 

fish man, 404. 

Separateness, Oneness and , 

270. 

Servant, The of the Lord, 

16. 

Servant, The man of knowledge 
and the worthy , 55. 

Servitude and dependence, 294. 

Seven, The planes and cen- 

tres, 273. 

Seventh. The centre, 278. 

Shun the wicked, the evil-speak- 
er, 235, 237, 595. 

Sieve, The wicked man is like the 
, 592, 

Silence and stillness, 56. 

Silence, Reverence cometh in 
, 229. 

Silence, The voice of the , 95. 

Simple, The devotee, 44. 

Simjily hold with the rx>rd, 199. 

Simplicity, The of the child, 

525. 

Sinner, Hate not the , 194. 

Sinner, The Lord granteth ]^s 
Grace even unto the . 660. 

Sincerity and earnestness rectify 
all mistakes, 406. 

Sinner, Purification of the , 

530, 531. 

Sins, How the worldling could be 
freed from , 213. 

Sixth, The centre, 277, 

Slave, The worldling is a , 

175. 

Slavery, Better death than , 

196. 

Small, The Great and the — 

67. 

Soul, The , 616. 

Soul-powers, 444. 
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Sottl-^werg, The Dangers of, 125, 

Souls, The four kinds of , 

241. 

Sdiir-ball, The world is like the 

, 210 , 

Stages, The on the Path, 361, 

362. 

Steadfastness, 496. 

Stealing one's own thoughts, 455. 

Steps, The of evolution, 108. 

Stingine.s8 and generosity, 216. 

Strange woman, Ikware of the 
, 149, 152. 

Striving after the truth leadeth 
unto the Truth, 48. 

Student, The and the kite, 

326. 

Subtle, The mss and the 

bodies, 163, 441. 

Submission to the will of the 
Lord, 461. 

Sudden 'Change, 626. 

Suporconscious, The state, 

247. 

Superior, The devotee, 150. 

Supporting, The Hand of 

^ the I>ord, 458. 

Sweeten thyself, 648. 

r\KK not to the world before 
enlightenment hath come, 227. 

Take the good, reject the bad, 
451 . 

lake to the world but ding to 
the Lord, 250. 

Taste of God, Each hath his own 

Teach, He that hath not relin- 
quished all outward things 
can never , 114. 

riach, First understand, then 
, 92 


Teach, How can be that is 

not ordained of the I^ordi 261. 

Teach, Presume not to , IBl. 

Teacher, The with and with- 

out authority, 259. 

Teachers, Three kinds of — - — 
and physicians, 267. 

Teachers, Potent and impotent 
, 297. 

Tcacheth, None but the 

Lord, 258. 

Teachings, The of sages, 616. 

Tears, 632. 

Temple, Man, the of the 

Jjord, 94. 

Temptations, The world and its 
, 53. 

Think ouly of the Ix»rd, 445 

This body of dust, 676. 

Thou, I and , 97. 

Thou too shalt behold llifn, 3G9. 

Thought, perforiuitnce and gain, 

Thougiit, The po^ve^ of , 186, 

Thoughts, All flow into the 

Lord, 517. 

Three, 1’he qualities. 77, 266. 

Three, The robbers, 315, 316. 

Thyself do, 450. 

Tolerance, 128. 

Toper, The and the God-in- 

toxicated devotee, 566. 

Tortoiscj, live like the 226. 

Travellers. 'The and the wall, 

317. 

Trials, Tiio of the devotee, 

621. 

True Love, 15, 127. 

True, The •hero, 610. 

True fervour uicl devotion, 694. 

True knowledge, 641. 

True Teacher, The , 0B4. 

Truth, A hint to the devotee of 
, 313. 
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Truth cannot be known by un- 
truth^ 525. 

Truth eitabliahment in the 

firat, m 

Truth, Striving after the 

leadeth unto the Truth, 48. 

Truth leadeth unto Qod, 320. 

Truth, Tell me thou the , 200. 

Try again and again, 631. 

Try and practise, 446. 

Try, How to and know the 

Self, 514. 

Twig, The and the log, 281. 

Unceasing exertion, 182 . 

Understand first, thou teach, 192. 

Union, 665. 

Union through devotion, Action, 
163, 164. 

Union with the Lord, 81. 

Universe, The Mother of tlio 
249 2()9. 

Unreality— Beality, 204. 

Unspeakable, The Lord is, 701. 

Unto the l/ord, ()84. 

Unworthy, Knowledge must not 
he imparted to the , 401. 

Vanity, 38. 

Verily, One eameth the merit 

of the utterance of the Un'd’s 
Name, 603. 

Very difficult, concentration — 
580. 

Viaiblfl'Invisiblo Wd, The , 

147. 

Vision of the Lord, 511. 

Vision of the Sp^’it. 536. 

Visible, The and the Invis- 

ible, 42. 

Voice. The direct of God, 

m 

Voice. The of the Silence, 

85. 


I^ultures, Mere speakers and 

talkers of wisdom be like , 

113. 

Waking and dream 6tatc.s, 49, 

101 . 

Watch ceaselessly, 581. 

W^ay to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
290. 

Way, The Master pointeth out 
the , 47. 

Weak and strong faith, 562. 

Weiilth and riches avail not, 460. 

Wealth of the Spirit, gain lht\ 
, 539. 

What can man do, 180. 

Whatevei happeneth. happeneih 
for cuic's good only, 467. 

What is Knowledge, 563. 

What is man, 472. 

What one is that jio loveth, 495. 

What tc/ r>ray for, 354. 

What the voiec thinketh, 513. 

When canialitv emseth, 4W. 

When duties forwiko the sludeol, 
379. 

When prayer ccaseth, 279. 

When the Lord hecometh tin* 
greater Magnet, 295. 

When the Lord cometii, 55 i. 

\Vhen meditation is ineffocniai. 
598. 

When peace and freedom .iie 
gained, 380. 

When one can see the F;or 
the Lord, 310. 

When the fit and the unfit are not 
distinguishable, 348. 

Where is the Kir.g, 387. 

Where the l..ord is, 589. 

Who crieth for the lajrd, 233. 

Who-so secketh Him findetl; 
Him, 376. 

Why art thou unsettled, 356. 
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Why liberated boqIb retain the 
body, 280. 

Why the Mother cometh not, 172. 

Why relinquish the world, 373. 

Why tread the Path alone, 507. 

Wicked, Shun the , 2^, 237. 

Wicked, Of the man, 592, 609, 

636. 

Wicker-work, The body but a 
frame of , 218. 

Wine and devotion, 139. 

W ishing- Tree, The I.rf)rd is like 
the , 546. 

Wisdom and devotion, 695. 

Wisdom, The man of , 570, 

571. 

Wi.se man, The taketh care 

of his body, 578- 

Wise preceptor, Thfc , 617. 

Without, Within, 205. 

Woman and illusion, 86. 

Womankind, All is SIIL, 

120 . 

Word* and thoughts, let deeds 
accord with , 540. 

'Work for the T./ord 528. 

Wf«rk, Peace cxuneth after , 

529 


Work ceaseth when the Lord ia 
found, 166. 

Work, when ceaseth, 83. 

Work, not the end of life, 339. 

\Vord, The , The Master and 

the guide, 594. 

Words can never express divine 
ioy, 555. 

World, Tlie and its ways, 35, 

55, 87, 198, 210, 211, 220, 

231, 242, 250, 267, 400, 419, 
501, 541. 

World, The man of the , the 

vorldling, 27, 176, 195, 243', 
255. 287, 288, 289, 346, 497, 
500, 572, 573, 674, 576, 599, 
621. 637, 642, 645. 

World, The man of the that 

thinketh of the Lord, 12. 

Worldling, Ilow the could be 

freed from sins, 21.3. 

Worldling, 7'h(‘ and the dc 

votec, 214. 

W'or.^hip Love, 482. 

Worshij) of (lod through an 
Image, 88. 

Worth, The of woman, 216, 

217. 
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